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Mission Statement

The staff, parents, pupils, students and governors of St Joseph’s Specialist Trust, together we will create a supportive Catholic ethos within a Christian environment, with aims, structures and curricula designed to achieve the full potential of all pupils and students.
The Key Principles of Catholic Social Teaching
1. Dignity of the human person – we are beautifully made in the image and likeness of God (imago Dei)
2. Preferential option for the poor – the needs of poor and vulnerable people should be put first
3. The common good – we are called to care and work for the good of each and all
4. Solidarity – God created us as one global family called to support our brothers and sisters
5. Subsidiarity – We are called to empower communities to let everyone have a say
6. Stewardship - Care for creation – we are guardians of God’s creation, living sustainably and enhancing the wellbeing of our planet
7. Dignity of work and participation – we all have the right and duty to participate fully in society
8. Distributive Justice – everyone should have access to their fair share of resources
9. Peace – we can be instruments of God’s peace through seeking justice
The Aims of this Procedure
This procedure sets out the ways in which our broad and balanced curriculum supports Catholic Social Teaching. In a number of areas, the link is explicit, but there are also many aspects of the wider curriculum where commitment to Catholic Social Teaching is implicit. Running through everything we do is ‘the preferential option for the poor’ because by virtue of their SEND, all our students are vulnerable. All curriculum areas are differentiated taking into account the individual needs of each student, with individualised targets and targeted interventions. Therapy is embedded into curriculum lessons to provide the greatest possible development opportunity for the students whilst proceeding with their curriculum.
The Development of this Procedure
Subject Leaders and teaching staff, together, reviewed individual subjects and wider curriculum learning and activities, to identify the links between these and outcomes for Catholic Social Teaching.
Core Subjects
English/Literacy

“Literacy underpins a student’s ability to access the curriculum. As such it permeates all areas of learning”

The Literacy curriculum aims to increase students’ ability to communicate effectively. In this way it supports the principle of human dignity and subsidiarity. 
Developing a student’s ability to respond, listen and understand and to communicate effectively with others in a range of situations, promotes all of the key principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
Mathematics
The mathematics curriculum develops students’ skills and understanding and enables them to apply these skills in a range of contexts. It seeks to develop positive attitudes towards and enjoyment of mathematics by understanding its relevance to students’ lives, e.g., time and money. In this way it supports the dignity of the human person, the dignity of work and participation.
Science

The aims of the Science curriculum include developing ‘…a respect for the environment and living things and an understanding of how human activity impacts these things’. Explicit reference can be made, therefore, to the principle of stewardship.

The practical elements of the science curriculum and the opportunity to collaborate and investigate in small groups promotes participation and solidarity.
Religious Education
In Branch 1 of the Religious Education Directory, students learn about the accounts of Creation and are taught the belief that we are made in the image of God. This is directly linked to the understanding of human dignity. Other study within this Branch includes explicit study of the themes explored by Pope Francis in Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti. Stewardship and preferential option for the poor and solidarity are, again, explicit. 
In the RE curriculum, students learn about Rosh Hashanah, Diwali and Chinese New Year and in Branch 6 they study a world religion in depth for the latter half of the summer term. These aspects of Branch 6, Dialogue and Encounter, promote human dignity, the common good, solidarity and peace, through equipping students with knowledge of and appreciation of others’ beliefs and cultures. It supports British Values and supports the Prevent Duty.
The range of RE based trips and visits such as the Annual Secondary Pilgrimage, the Good Shepherd Liturgy, Wintershall, Life of Christ and Nativity, all provide opportunities to gain a sense of their involvement in a wider faith community, so contributing to solidarity and participation.
Personal, Social, Health and Economic and Citizenship

Personal and social development allows students the opportunity to develop personal skills, values and self-knowledge and awareness to exercise their rightful role as members of a community and become valued individuals with personal dignity. Citizenship education helps to provide students with knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full and active part in society, thereby promoting participation, solidarity and subsidiarity.
Foundation Subjects
Humanities
The Humanities curriculum develops knowledge, skills and understanding in Geography, History and a Modern Foreign Language, engaging students with the most important issues facing humanity, including sustainability and social change. Humanities contributes to Citizenship education. In doing so it encourages an understanding of solidarity and of distributive justice and the option for the poor, as well as stewardship. Annual ‘Humanities Days’ foster enjoyment and participation. The diversity of staff and students is celebrated and students engage with community and global issues, promoting an understanding of subsidiarity.
Music

Students are given multiple ways to (choose how they) engage with music during class lessons, through playing, listening, observing, adapting to their individual needs and their interests/likes, thus promoting the option for the poor and subsidiarity.

The music curriculum prioritises the social aspect of musicking: listening, sharing experiences, valuing others' sounds/performance through turn-taking as co-performers and audience, celebrating each person's contribution and therefore promotes solidarity and peace.
All students have the opportunity to participate/perform in Singing Assemblies/Liturgies/Masses, the Nativity, and a Creativity Festival, all of which promotes solidarity, dignity of work and participation.
Music 1:1s "take the form of developmental shared music-making or basic level instrumental tuition. While sessions are not confidential or akin to Music Therapy... sessions may be as much a regulatory as an educational activity. There is no predicted or expected outcome" These opportunities promote subsidiarity (student voice), solidarity and peace.
Creative Arts
The Creative Arts provide students with opportunities to express themselves and their emotions. They enable students to have a voice, promoting subsidiarity. In giving students the means to creatively express themselves, we are celebrating their uniqueness and their dignity. Themed Arts Weeks draw upon all the forms of creative arts and promote participation. An Artist in Residence allows for specialised teaching and skills development.
Art and Design

‘Art makes children powerful’, Bob and Roberta Smith. This is always true but especially with regard to our neuro divergent students. Art provides students with a vehicle to communicate when they may find other means of social communication harder to access. As we help them to develop their skills in Art, so we aid the amplification of their voice and, therefore, dignity and subsidiarity.
Through visits to exhibitions, or through artists and performers visiting the school, students experience the creative arts of diverse cultures, thus promoting solidarity, the common good and peace.
Design Technology (including Food Technology)
The Design Technology curriculum enables students to design and make products for specific purposes, equipping them with skills to support them in the world of work and leisure. In this way, the principles of participation, solidarity and the common good are fostered.
The aim is for students to develop a sense of understanding and pride in their ability to make, thus fostering human dignity. 
The Food Technology curriculum enables students to understand food, make healthy food choices, prepare nutritious food and enjoy the social experience of preparing and sharing a meal, promoting the common good and solidarity and distributive justice.

Physical Education

The Physical Education curriculum aims to develop students’ physical skills and their enjoyment of physical activity. It promotes healthy lifestyles and therefore reinforces their human dignity and participation. In addition, the weekly Sports Carousel, promotes choice and therefore subsidiarity. Working in teams fosters a sense of solidarity, the common good and distributive justice (fair play and sharing resources).
The Wider Curriculum

Work Related Learning

Work related learning is substantially underpinned by the principles of the dignity of work and participation. Students have a plethora of opportunities throughout their time at St Joseph’s with experiences which build upon one another and are progressive, building up students’ skills and an understanding of their role in teamwork, in a job and in society. It teaches them responsibility for themselves and others, thus promoting an understanding of the common good and solidarity.
Students have a choice of work experiences and so have a voice. Some work experiences provide accreditations, which improve prospects of employment for individuals, fostering their human dignity. Similarly, there are internships which can lead to employment.

The school organises an annual Enterprise Week, where every class is given a fund of money and then the class researches and plans a product. The products are made and sold within the community. Any profits made are kept for the class. 10% of these profits are used to buy food/household items to donate to the local foodbank. This experience is rich in what it seeks to develop in the students: working together, exercising choice and negotiating, application of basic skills (money, computation), participation, subsidiarity, distributive justice, common good and the dignity of work.
Outdoor Learning

Outdoor learning is an engaging style of learning which cuts across all areas of the curriculum. It is often a practical approach which fosters participation.
Through interaction with nature, students develop a knowledge and an understanding of themselves and the world around them and develop a sense of stewardship.
Horticulture
Horticulture, at its heart, requires an engagement with and appreciation of the natural world and the goodness of creation. This aspect of our wider curriculum explicitly involves students in stewardship. Furthermore, the practical elements and skills developed such as planting, sowing, harvesting and maintaining the garden promote the dignity of work, participation and solidarity.
Duke of Edinburgh Award
A great deal of the Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) award’s aims and activities involve students volunteering in the community. This directly engages them in participation, solidarity, the common good and the preferential option for the poor. 
The many opportunities to work on personal challenges and achieve personal goals within the award scheme supports the students’ sense of their worth and their human dignity.
Monitoring and Evaluation

At least once a year the school’s provision for and commitment to Catholic Social Teaching worship will be evaluated to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and students and whether these are making progress in understanding.
The Leader for Catholic Social Teaching
David Purcell, Leader of Catholic Life
Procedure Monitoring and Review

This Procedure is monitored by the Leader of Catholic Life and is evaluated and reviewed by the SLT and governors every two years. The Foundation Governors in particular will play a most important role and especially the lead Governor for Religious Education and Catholic Life. Governors should review reports on the commitment to Catholic Social Teaching.
Appendix 1 – The Role of the Leader for Catholic Social Teaching
· Formulating a written Procedure for Catholic Social Teaching Across the Curriculum
· Ensuring that there is a development plan for Catholic Social Teaching which may at times form part of the Strategic Improvement Plan
· Ensuring that Catholic Social Teaching outcomes are appropriate to the age, aptitudes and family backgrounds of pupils and students
· Organising a weekly rotation of focussed themes for Catholic Social Teaching 
· Liaising with the governor responsible for Catholic Life and assisting the governors and Executive Principal to carry out their responsibilities with regard to Catholic Social Teaching
PLANNING, RECORDING, MONITORING AND EVALUATING
· Maintaining and developing effective procedures and documentation

· Informing the Principal of developments in outcomes for Catholic Social Teaching
COMMUNICATION

· Communicating to members of the school community the significance and content of Catholic Social Teaching
· Reporting to and consulting with the governors and Executive Principal regarding matters of concern and development

· Acting as consultant to colleagues

· Encouraging positive attitudes towards Catholic Social Teaching
· Informing newly appointed colleagues of school Procedure regarding Catholic Social Teaching
· Communicating with parents, governors and the parish community 

· Liaison with the Diocesan Centre 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ONGOING FORMATION

· Leading and organising for staff ongoing formation for Catholic Social Teaching
· Attending appropriate in-service courses and reporting back

· Keeping up to date by personal reading

RESOURCES

· Evaluating existing resources

· Developing the resources available including visual aids, artefacts, music, visitors, leaders, new and relevant books, posters etc.

· Budgeting efficiently
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