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Letter from the Executive Principal 

Dear Families and Friends of St Joseph's, 

Happy New Year! Welcome back to the Spring Term and the new year of 2019. 
The memories of Christmas and the festivities are already fast fading and we 
greeted the sight of the first flurries of snow with a mixture of excitement and dread 
at St Joseph’s this week. I always find it slightly strange that this term is called the 
‘Spring Term’ as it starts with us heading into the coldest and harshest part of the 
year where it is very much still Winter. 

 
We started the new year and new term with our Epiphany Liturgy and students and 
staff made and wore their kings’ crowns with great pride. Look out and see if you 
can spot any of the inscribed doors with this year’s 20+C+M+B+19. 

 
We will of course be keeping ourselves warm and will be watching the weather 
forecasts carefully. Please ensure that the students are able to wrap up warm and 
keep dry, because at St Joseph’s we still expect to be out and about in the fresh air 
as much as possible. Many of you are based considerable distances from St 
Joseph’s and may be at any one time experiencing entirely different weather 
conditions to us.  St Joseph’s is well known for being its own little micro-climate. If 
you have any concerns about how the weather is affecting the day to day running 
of St Joseph’s keep an eye on our website. Important information is posted on the 
welcome page and kept up to date.  

 
Please bear in mind that the last part of any journey to St Joseph’s, once you leave 
the main A roads, does involve travelling on some narrow country lanes. These 
have many sections with overhanging trees which means that these parts can often 
be slippery with leaves or icy due to being shaded all day. Our advice is to always 
drive extremely carefully on these roads, giving yourself plenty of space to slow 
down gradually avoiding sudden braking. 

 
Going through the village of Shere should be avoided during the winter as it results 
in having to travel along the very steep and very winding Barhatch Road. It is worth 
finding out from your transport company the route that they take and if it involves 
travelling on the A25. If the driver is going through Shere in the very icy weather, 
they should at least remain on the road to Ewhurst (Hound House Road, then Pitch 
Hill) and not to use Barhatch Road. (Once the poor conditions set in we have a ban 
on all school vehicles using this route.) 

 
If they want to remain on A roads for the vast majority of the journey – which tend 
to flow better and are much better served by the gritting service, they can stay on 
the A25, take the A248 to Chilworth, continue to Shalford and the A281 (main road 
out of Guildford) until they see the signs for Cranleigh. 

Happy, safe and warm travels everyone  
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STAFF NEWS 

Staff Members joining St Joseph’s 

Congratulations to  TA 

Charlotte Brookes and her 

partner on the birth of their 

son, Carter Brook West. 

Carter was born on 18th 

January 2019 and weighed 

7lb 6oz. Charlotte and 

Carter 

are both 

doing 

well.  

Charlotte Lynch 

Teaching Assistant 

Laura Castle 

Teaching Assistant 

Mieke Russell-Ogle 

Teaching Assistant 

Alice Godwin 

Teaching Assistant 

Goodbye and good luck to our leavers 

Reanne Coleman 
Therapist 

Jodie Graham 
Residential Care Worker 

Jack Saranta 
Teaching Assistant 

Congratulations! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Wishing you all a happy and blessed New Year  

Welcome back to the start of the spring term. We are approaching  
a busy time in Catholic Life as we move towards Lent and the 
celebration of Our Lord’s Passion and death. We have already 
arranged for Chester, the donkey, to join us for our liturgy! 

We celebrated the Christmas feast of Epiphany on 
Monday 7th of January, the day after its official 
date. The Epiphany marks the visit of the Magi to 
the Infant Jesus. The significance is that these 
‘wise men’ were not Jewish, demonstrating that 
Jesus, the Messiah, is for all people. 

Interestingly, the Gospel of Matthew only states 
that ‘some wise men from the East’ visited Jesus. 
Tradition has assumed that there were three 
because they brought three gifts and that these 
three individuals must have been kings since the 
gifts were so costly. Tradition also assigns names 
to them: Casper, Melchior and Balthasar. One 
custom at this celebration is to inscribe door 
frames with the year wrapped around the initials of 
the ‘three kings’, 20+C+M+B+19, as a reminder to 
welcome the stranger and the traveller into our 
homes. We sent groups of students, dressed as 
kings to inscribe various doors with the message 
in chalk. 

The gifts of the wise men, or the “kings” are also  

meaningful.  The gift of gold represents Jesus as King; frankincense (which was 

used in worship) denotes Jesus’ divinity; and the myrrh (an ointment used to 

anoint bodies after death) foreshadows Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 



I got a text from Heaven. It was a godsend. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

and something to make you smile… 

Sunday Mass 

Recently mass has been celebrated in our 
school chapel on a Sunday afternoon and we 
plan to continue this once or twice each term.  It 
is an opportunity for families, students, staff and 
governors to come together for a very calm and 
prayerful celebration in a relaxed setting. 
Families can come knowing that if children 
wander around or make noises, it’s absolutely 
fine.  

We are very grateful to Fr David from Cranleigh 
parish and to Fr Kevin, from Wonersh Seminary, 
who joined us on each Sunday afternoon to say 
Mass for us. 

The Mass last Sunday marked the final 
celebration of Christmas, when we 
commemorated the Baptism of Jesus in the 
River Jordan by John the Baptist. Fr Kevin 
blessed water at the beginning of Mass and 
sprinkled us to help us to recall our own 
baptisms. 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018 

Class Assemblies 

Congratulations to the students and staff of St 
Andrew’s class who kick-started our programme 
of class assemblies this week. They chose the 
theme of Friendship and gave us a visual display 
of making a recipe for a good friend. 

Class assemblies will continue through the 
spring and summer terms. You will receive an 
invite from your child’s class nearer the time. All 
family and friends are welcome, and indeed 
encouraged, to attend. 

The next 

Sunday 

mass will be 

during Lent. 

Sunday 24th 

March at 

2.30pm  

All are 

welcome. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Work Experience: Kitchen Porter 
 
Alex has started his new work experience as the Kitchen Porter for the café.  He attends three times 

a week, emptying the dishwasher after our cafés have run the previous 
day. He is learning where to put everything and to know the difference 
between the café crockery, that has been donated, and the food tech 
utensils.  This week Alex independently sorted out our very messy 
cutlery drawer, you can see how well he did in the photos.  Alex also 

helps to put out the café’s recycling and laundry, 
then collects the cleaned aprons and towels on 
his next shift.  Alex has made a great start to his 
work experience and the café staff are very 
grateful for his efforts. 

Work-Related Learning 

Introducing Joe’s Café 
The vote is cast, the signage written  
(by Board Artist Kath Hitchings) and Joe’s Café is 
ready to launch!  
 
The new café is home to three separate businesses: 
CoffeeEsta, St Martha’s Burger Bar & St Nicolas’ 
Sandwich Café. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Feedback on St Martha’s Burger Bar 
 
I wanted to let you and the students know how tasty the burgers were today. 
The level of service was excellent! The burgers were very professionally presented and as good you 
would buy in any good restaurant. I’m looking forward to being able to buy a Joe’s Café burger soon. 

They say there is no such thing as a 'free' 
lunch but that is exactly what you offered 
on Tuesday and what a free lunch it was. 
Excellent food, excellent service and 
courteous and friendly waiters all made a 
recipe for success.  I have always said that 
these 3 elements are the basis of a 
successful restaurant business. I definitely 
want the recipe for the coleslaw.  The apple 
in it gave a lovely crunchy texture. 
Everything was so fresh which is always a 
bonus. My sincere congratulations to you 
and your team from St Martha's who made 
the whole thing such a very pleasant 
experience. Do convey my compliments to 
the students. Furthermore, a special thank 
you for inviting me and also a sincere 
thank you to you for the excellent work you 
do to bring everything together in such a 
seamless way. I will certainly be a customer of Joe’s Café next week. 

Work-Related Learning 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Feedback on St Nicolas’ Sandwich Café 
 
Please pass on my thanks to all 
the students who superbly 
produced my lovely toastie 
lunch today.  It was great to get 
out of the admin office and be 
able to mix with the students. 
Max was brilliant at taking the 
orders and serving the food/
drinks.  The food prepping was 
also undertaken with great care 
and all students should be very 
proud of themselves.  They 
seemed to really enjoy the 
experience and weren’t phased 
by anything.  A big thank you to 

the staff team as well, for all their hard work in getting Joe’s Café up and 
running.  I shall return for another toastie very soon! 
 
I would just like to say a big thank you from the Business and Admin 
team.  The service that you offered to us today was fantastic, the 
students worked really hard to make sure that we were looked after 
and I was so impressed by their skills. Please pass on my thanks to 
the rest of the staff team and the students.  My bacon toastie, fruit 
salad and unlimited orange squash were delicious! 
 
Sorry I didn’t actually make it to Joe’s Café today, but thank you all for 
sending my cheese and ham panini back to the office for me. The panini 
was still deliciously warm and I’d forgotten I would receive crisps and 
salad too…  Yummy! 

Work-Related Learning 
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Feedback on CoffeeEsta 
 
I have just tried this lemon cake graciously served to me by Phoenix… in 
the finance office! It is THE MOST DELICIOUS Lemon drizzle I have ever 
tasted.  And being a full time piggy I have had lots and lots before.  That 
lemon drizzle needs to be internationally recognised. 
 
'Let them eat cake!' Marie Antoinette said although I have heard this 
disputed. If it was anything like your Lemon Drizzle cake, there would 
have been no French Revolution. Would I be able to get the 
recipe?  We buy Sainsbury's ones alas.  
It is so light, it melts in your mouth.  James did a great job delivering 
my hot chocolate and cake. Very personable.  Perhaps a couple of 
serviettes to mop up the spillage before he gives it to me would be 
good.  Otherwise, very nice. Thank you. 

Work-Related Learning 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

More feedback on St Nicolas’ Sandwich Café... 
 
Thank you for yesterday. I really enjoyed the Panini; it was well worth waiting 
for. It was also wonderful to see our students being so helpful and interactive. 
Please thank them all for me. Hopefully, we can do it all again soon… and I 
don’t mind paying next time!!! 
 
A big thank you to all the students of St Nicolas’ and to their supportive 
staff with Caroline who made our lunchtime.  The students were very 
attentive and the food delicious! I will certainly be happy to receive an 
invite again! P.S. good to see the dining table in a happy place. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Media update 

Your Data 

Making sure your data is correct and current is really important, not just because we have a 

responsibility to do so in law (although we do and we take it seriously), but because we might need to 

get hold of you urgently in an emergency. 

We will shortly be sending out our annual letter to check that the information we have is right. All you 

need to do is have a look at it and let us know if: 

 It’s all correct and there are no issues you can see 

OR  

 you spot something that’s not right or is outdated, please let us know what it should be 

 

Please keep an eye out for this letter and help us keep your information up-to-date.  

St Joseph’s Goes Live 

Last term we saw a creative flourishing in the visual arts, whereby the students focused their 
imaginations on capturing, exploring and enriching the vibrant life of St Joseph’s through mediums 
such as moviemaking, still photography and art. These skills were not only strengthened but further 
tested through large productions, from the glamour of our very own OSCARS afternoon to concluding 
our term with a highly-spirited Nativity. Yet, for us, success is a motivation to grow and improve.  
Elsewhere in the college, our students who struggle with verbal 
communication are designing a new radio show. They will be 
curating content from interviews, storytelling and entertaining 
us all with selected playlists of all the very best in music. We 
expect the soft relaunch of St Joseph’s Radio Lounge to be yet 
another creative avenue for our students to not only enable, 
but importantly, empower their own growth. The Radio Lounge 
will encourage them to flex their communicative muscles, to 
build a language around themselves, and to reconnect with the 
social world. Join us as St Joseph’s goes live.  

 

PE T-SHIRTS   

(child) 

5-6yrs 5 

7-8 yrs 4 

9-10 yrs (XL) 8 

11-12 yrs (2XL) 2 

POLO SHIRTS   

5-6yrs 6 

7-8 yrs 4 

Large 3 

Extra Large 3 

SWEATSHIRTS   

5-6yrs 6 

7-8 yrs 4 

9-10 yrs (XL) 3 

Large 5 

Extra Large 8 

We still have a limited amount of existing stock that we are selling at half price. You can order this 

from the office on office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk or 01483 272449 PE T-SHIRTS   

(adult) 

Extra Small 5 

Small 5 

Medium 2 

Large 12 

Extra Large 3 

Half-price uniform sale 

Image taken from openclipart.org in 2018 



How to spot head lice 

Head lice can be difficult to spot, even when the head is closely inspected. 

They are very small whitish or grey-brown insects that range from the size of a 
pinhead to the size of a sesame seed. 

The only way to be sure someone has head lice is to find a live louse by 
combing their hair with a special fine-toothed comb. This is called detection 
combing. 

Other signs of head lice include: 

 small white eggs or nits (egg cases) in the hair behind the ears or at back of the neck  

 an itchy scalp 

 a rash on the back of the neck 

 feeling as though something is moving in the hair 

 

How to get rid of head lice and nits 

Treatments to get rid of head lice are available to buy from 
pharmacies, supermarkets and online. You don't usually 
need to see your GP. 

The main treatments are: 

 lotions or sprays that kill head lice 

 removing head lice with a specially designed comb  

 

A pharmacist can advise you about the treatments available if you're not sure 
which is best for you or your child.  Make sure you carefully follow the 
instructions that come with the treatment you choose. 

If you prefer a more natural approach to treating head lice, we have found that 
applying tea tree conditioner to hair and combing through thoroughly with a ‘nit 
comb’ to remove the eggs and lice an effective method. This needs to be done 
regularly until signs of lice are no longer detectable.  Using tea tree shampoo/
conditioner/spray also seems effective in preventing lice. 

 

How you get head lice 

Head lice are spread by direct head to head contact. They climb from 
one person's hair to another's. 

Head lice: 

 can’t fly, jump or swim 

 are very unlikely to be spread by objects such as hats, combs 
and pillows 

 don't have a preference for dirty, clean, short or long hair 

 only affect people and can't be caught from animals 

Once detached from the hair, head lice will usually die within 12-24 hours. 
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HEALTH MATTERS 

Images on this page taken 

from openclipart.org in 2019 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-lice-and-nits#diagnosing-head-lice-and-nits
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Afternoon Tea 

4th February 2019  

1.30pm to 2.30pm 

Shelaigh, our Senior Occupational Therapist, will be hosting a talk on 

mindfulness.  Mindfulness is an incredible tool to help people 

understand, tolerate and deal with their emotions in healthy ways, it 

is also a calming strategy that we often use with the young people 

here at St Joseph’s. 

*image sourced from 

pixabay.com in 2019  

If you have any queries contact us on 01483 272449  
or email office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk 

St Joseph’s finishes for half-term on Friday 15th February at 3pm. 

Students return to school on Monday 25th February 2019 at 9.30am 

On Wednesday 6th March, at 9.15am we will be holding our Ash Wednesday Liturgy.   
Families are welcome to join us for a short liturgy which will end with the anointing of Ashes.   

Thursday 7th March 2019 will be the 22nd World Book Day.  Children of all ages 

will come together to appreciate reading, very loudly and very happily. The main aim of 

World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is to encourage children to explore the pleasures 

of books and reading by providing them with the opportunity to have a book of their 

own. 

World Book Day is a registered charity on a mission to give every child and young person a book of 

their own. It’s also a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) it’s a 

celebration of reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO as a 

worldwide celebration of books and reading, and marked in over 100 countries all over the world. 

Thanks to the generosity of National Book Tokens Ltd, publishers and booksellers, World Book Day 

can send millions of book tokens to children and young people (some 15 million, in fact: that’s one for 

nearly every child aged under eighteen in the country). They can use it to pick one of TEN (exclusive, 

new and completely free) books. Or, if they’d rather, they can use it to get £1 off any book or audio 

book costing over £2.99 at a participating bookshop or book club (terms and conditions apply). 

Half Term Dates 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

World Book Day 

http://www.unesco.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/


27th March 2019 at 10am / 6pm  
 
Following on from the online survey regarding your views on our Safeguarding procedures, we are 
hosting a Safeguarding workshop for parents and carers. Jay Shekleton (Head of Safeguarding) and 
Alan Day (Director of Care Services) will lead the session and provide information regarding 
Safeguarding at St Joseph’s and the roles of other Agencies.  
 
The workshop will be held here are St Joseph’s on 27th March 2019, we will be holding two 
sessions one at 10am – 11.30am and another 6pm -7.30pm. 
 
Please call 01483 272449 or email office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk to tell us which 
workshop you will be attending and how many people will be coming.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Safeguarding Workshop 

for Year 13/14 families — 13th February 2019 at 7pm  
 
Following the success of last year’s family transition workshops, we are hosting a series of 
workshops throughout this academic year. These are designed to help families of students in Years 
13 and 14 to navigate the process of transition from St Joseph’s to their next placement.  We want to 
ensure that you have a clear pathway mapped out for you and your young person, and a maximum 
opportunity to engage with the local authority who fund your young person’s placement. 
  
Various colleagues will be working with you in what should be a positive year and enable us all to 
support each other in what can be a difficult time as we see your young person move on. 
Each workshop will last for just an hour to ensure families are able to travel back home in a timely 
manner and will include tea/coffee and cake! 
 
The next Transition Workshop will be on 13th February 2019 at 7pm. Our guest speakers will 
be from Barlow Robbins solicitors sharing their expertise.  Please let us know on 01483 
272449 or office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk if you would like to attend this workshop.  

Transition Workshop 

Comic Relief wants to create a just world free from poverty. 
 
On Friday 15 March, people across the UK will be coming together to 
do things big and small, that will add up to something massive.  
 
Since its launch in 1988, Red Nose Day has become something of a 
British institution. It’s the day, every two years, when people across 
the land can get together and raise money at home, school and work. 
There’s a fantastic night of TV on the BBC, with comedy and 
entertainment to inspire the nation to give generously.  Schools and 
nurseries helped raise over £5 million last Red Nose Day to help 
people living tough lives across the UK and Africa. 

Red Nose Day 

mailto:office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
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PUZZLE CORNER 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018 

THERAPY NEWS 

 

Makaton 

Signs  

& Symbols 

of the Week 

Numeracy  

For this Sudoku puzzle, fill in the numbers so that each line 

and each square features every number between 1 and 9.   

All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 

completed puzzles answers in to the office email account   

office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  with the subject: 

 “Puzzle Answers” 

The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 

publish the names of the winners in the newsletter.   

Literacy For those who like a literacy based challenge, you are invited to make as many words 

as you can from the following phrase:  

 

“start afresh” 

4  8    5 9 6 

    2 6 4 1  

 9 6 4 8   3  

  2 3 6   5  

   8 5 2 6  9 

 6 5  1   8 3 

6  9  4  8 2 7 

8   2  1    

2  3 6  8 9 4  



Cut the Rope – By ZeptoLab UK Limited 

This is a great game app that includes advance skills. You cut the ropes to feed sweets to the alien 

‘Om Nom’. A great app that involves fine motor skill, problem solving and patience all without your 

child realising they are working on key skills. Your child will also be required to read simple, one step 

instructions. In this free app you gain stars for the speed of feeding ‘Om Nom’ and there are 7 level 

packs with up to 175 levels!  
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THERAPY NEWS 

Speech and Language Therapy — App of the Week 

 
Grooming 

Grooming has a big impact on the impression we make and therefore 
how we fit into the community around us. Our presentation to others 
is far more inviting if we are clean and well-groomed so  grooming 
tasks such as brushing our hair, teeth, washing, showering and 
bathing can take up a large part of our days. However,  difficulty 
processing touch, poor balance and body awareness and difficulty 
motor planning, can all have  negative effects on our grooming. 

 

Whenever possible, allow your child to do the task 
independently.   It contributes to self-esteem and it is easier for 
the nervous system to process self-imposed touch than touch 
by another person, which is unpredictable.   If one person is 

successful in assisting your child with 
grooming, pay attention to how they 
do it and what kind of touch they use, 
what they say and how close to the 
child they stand etc.   Others can 
imitate that style and grooming may 
be more successful. 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org  

Occupational Therapy Tip 

General strategies for self-care skills 

- use visual aids to increase the child's understanding of 
the task (picture, symbols, schedules, sequence strips) 

- Use communication supports (social stories) 

- Build in consistency and predictability to decrease stress 

- Have an organised environment, put things back in 
place so your child will be more independent in finding 
them 

- Label drawers and clothing to promote independence in 
putting things away and finding them again 

- Remember that pressure touch has a more organising 
effect than light touch 

- Minimise sensory input whenever possible 

- Use rhythm and music 

- Practice motor planning, break down skills into smaller 
components and teach skills one component at a time 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 15th February 2019. 

Dates for your diary - 2019 

FEBRUARY  

Monday 4th Afternoon Tea 1.30pm 

Wednesday 13th Transition Workshop 7pm 

Friday 15th 
Last Day of Spring Term 1  

Students finish at 3pm 

HALF TERM 

Monday 25th  
First Day of Spring Term 2  

Students return at 9.30am 

MARCH  

Monday 4th  Afternoon Tea 1.30pm 

Wednesday 6th  Ash Wednesday Liturgy 9.15-9.30am 

Thursday 7th  World Book Day 

Wednesday 13th  Transition Workshop 7pm 

Friday 15th Red Nose Day 

Monday 18th  
Block Work Experience begins 

 St Joseph's Talent Show 

Saturday 23rd Royal Academy of Arts Why and How 10.30am – 6pm  

Saturday 27th Safeguarding workshops 10-11.30am and 6-7.30pm 


