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Letter from the Executive Principal 

Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 

Christmas is upon us, as I write to you today we are still glowing with the joy and 
happiness of the Christmas Nativity and Carols services that were held here at St 
Joseph’s yesterday afternoon and evening. If you haven’t experienced a St 
Joseph’s Nativity you really have missed out on one of the greatest and most 
moving encounters of all time.  

Our Nativity sums up the inclusive and adaptive ethos of St Joseph’s and every 
year I am moved to tears of joy at the sheer emotion of bringing together a 
veritable rabble of people and creatures of the Holy Land in the form of our 
students and staff all dressed up. The opening film capturing beautifully our Advent 
journey towards Christmas, showing most of our students from Christingle through 
to Nativity enabled those who were not able to join in the service to be included 
nonetheless. Huge thanks to all the staff for their willingness to join in the 
atmosphere and also dress up alongside our students to fully support them and to 
create a visually inclusive atmosphere 

For some of our families and students this will be their first ever experience of a 
Nativity service. The simple pleasure of sharing this festive tradition with friends 
and family is something that everyone should encounter. St Joseph’s certainly has 
proved that the Nativity is for everyone, and whilst I’m obviously biased…. our one 
is definitely not the ‘West End’ but is clearly the best! This final edition of the 
newsletter is of course crammed with all things festive and Christmassy for you to 
remember and enjoy. The staff have worked incredibly hard this half term to 
support our children and young people during a time that is traditionally quite tricky 
for most of our students. They have continued to smile and care; their good 
humour and pragmatic approach has brought us to the end of the Autumn term 
safely and in good spirits.  

Today we will finish the Education & Therapies year by bringing together as many 
staff as possible with our students for a final carol sing song. Even reception and 
the phone lines will pause for half an hour for us to celebrate together our 
friendships and our commitment to St Joseph’s, our children and our families. 

Of course St Joseph’s never sleeps and even though the hustle and bustle of the 
Education & Therapy departments stops, life goes on for our Admin, Facilities, 
Domestic and Catering teams alongside our Residential Teams in the Children’s 
Home houses at our main site and our Supported Adult Living at Longbarn and 
Springvale. They will continue to support and care for our wonderful children, 
young people and young adults throughout the entire Christmas and New Year 
celebrations. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of everyone from the St Joseph’s 
community, and for the first time in our new status of our own Specialist Trust, to 
wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas. We look forward to the New Year 
ahead and the opportunities and achievements that 2019 will bring. 

With love and prayers, 
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STAFF NEWS 

Welcome to our new starters! 

Kacie Reader  
Senior Teaching 

Assistant 

Flip Gallacher 

Accounts Controller 

Andrew Williams 

(right) has joined the 

team at Long Barn 

as a Residential 

Support  Worker  

Grace Mullin 
Speech and 

Language Therapist 

Goodbye and good luck to our leavers 

Thomas Maslin  

(left) has joined   

St Joseph’s as a 

Residential Care 

Worker in Holy 

Family 

Sophie Aldridge 
Senior Teaching 

Assistant 

Christmas Lunch—Thank you 
Tuesday 11th December 

saw our Catering staff 

spoiling us all with a 

Christmas feast. The 

fruits of their labours 

brought smiles to so 

many faces as we tucked 

into the magnificent 

spread.  A huge thank 

you to our fabulous 

Catering staff for feeding 

us all year round and for 

pulling out all the stops 

yet again.   
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WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

Describe yourself in five words: Bright, forgiving, athletic, strong and a good navigator! 

What’s top of your to-do list? 
 Get my MOT done  

 Beat my personal best again this year 

What’s your favourite biscuit? Oaties 

What’s your top holiday destination? ROAD TRIP. How could I pick just one? 

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million? Swap places with the Elf on the Shelf.  

Who would play you in a film of your 

life? 
Sven from Frozen. 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES 

The celebrity I’d most like to have as 

a teacher at my school is: 
Black Beauty. 

As a child I wanted to grow up to be: A Gruffalo… or maybe Red Rum? 

My most embarrassing moment: The first time my nose lit up! 

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s: 

That the intrinsic physiological properties of my nose 

helps protect me from freezing and regulates my 

sense of direction in extreme temperatures. 

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but: 
I love sneaking off to Macdonald’s for some cheeky 

carrot sticks! 

Tell us your best joke:  
What do you call a reindeer who can write with both 

hooves?  Bambi-dextrous! 

TWELVE THINGS ABOUT: RUDOLPH 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Big thank you to all those who donated to the Christmas fair. It is our biggest fund raising event of 
the year and your contributions are really appreciated.   We raised over £530 through the combined 
efforts of our tombola, raffle, bric-a-brac, horticulture, pottery, enterprise,  toys, books, DVDs, and a 
variety of cake stalls!   

Lots of families were able to join us again this year and it was a fabulous opportunity for the St 
Joseph’s community to come together.  The atmosphere was lovely as students, families, ex-
students, Governors, Trustees, staff members and their families mingled whilst enjoying the 
Christmas music and cakes. Some very jolly Christmas jumpers made an appearance, as did 
Annie’s Elf hat! Special thanks for some of the fabulous raffle prizes goes to 140, Boots, Cranleigh 
Pharmacy, Costa, Mann's, and One Hundred and Twenty One for their continued support, as well as 
to Mike from Farnham Fresh Fruits for supplying the ever popular fruit basket. 

Christmas Fair 
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BIG BUILD UPDATE  

John Inverdale opens our rejuvenated Adventure Playground 

We had the great pleasure of welcoming John 
Inverdale back to the school for the official opening of 
the Wooden Spoon Adventure Playground facilities, 
built one very hot day back in August.  This was a 
return visit for John as Honorary President of Surrey 
Wooden Spoon.  He previously visited us when the 
charity installed our Sensory Room, back in 2009.   

The entire project was facilitated by Fusion 
Community Initiatives with volunteers from 
Rugbytots, Wooden Spoon as well as their corporate 
supporters coming together in a team-building 
challenge.  In true ‘DIY SOS’ style, all the playground 
equipment was created from scratch in a single day.  Nearly 30 volunteers assembled the night 
before the build, to be confronted with a set of plans, a huge stack of wood, power tools and some 
basic Health and Safety advice.  Having been assured previous DIY skills and experience would 
not be required (and could be considered a disadvantage) it was hard to see how anything could 
be achieved, let alone completed with such an inexperienced workforce. But by adopting a positive 

collaborative approach coupled with a 
strong, focused mental attitude, the 
volunteers clearly demonstrated the 
qualities needed to form highly efficient 
teams and created something truly 
amazing in the process. By the evening 
not only had they managed to build a life 
size tractor and trailer, but also a very 
professional octagonal pagoda with 
integral bench seating, providing shelter 
on this exposed site for staff and children.    

It was an incredible and rewarding 
achievement and one which left a lasting 
imprint on everyone involved. John was 
joined by some of the volunteers at the 
ceremony. It was a chance to find out 
more about how “build” projects work, 

and for the volunteers to meet 
some of our students for the first 
time and to receive some valuable 
feedback about their handiwork 
from our sternest critics.  

 

A big “thank you” goes out to 
everyone who helped with this 
ambitious project and to our 
own staff who supported them 
both in the preparations during 
the day in keeping them fed and 
watered and also for clearing up 

afterwards.   



What the High Sheriff had to say… 

“An inspiring introduction to this truly specialist school and college, with 64 very special 

young people between the ages of 5 - 19, with complex and severe learning difficulties. 

There are around 300 staff delivering excellent support and development for the students, 

and St Joseph's depends upon fundraising to ensure that facilities are always kept at the 

leading edge. Next in line will be a Work Skills and Enterprise Workshop, and fundraiser, 

Shirley (left), is already on the case and keen to attract as many offers of help as possible. 

Executive Principal, Annie Sutton, and Alan, Head of Care, know exactly how they will use 

such a new facility to maximum effect!” 
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FESTIVITEA 

A special guest joined us at this year’s annual fundraiser for the Surrey branch of the National 
Association of Special Schools. The High Sheriff of Surrey, Mr Jim Glover, joined our families, friends 
and supporters before heading off to our Christingle service. The High Sheriff was previously a 
Governor at Graffam Grange Special School, although he had not visited us before.  He was hugely 
impressed by all those he met and saw at St Joseph’s.  You can see the blog post he wrote about us 
below or at https://www.highsheriffofsurrey.com/blog 

Whilst enjoying a selection of canapés and Annie’s lovely non-alcoholic mulled wine, we raised £45 
with our tombola for our local NASS group, who provide a monthly newsletter along with invaluable 
support and information for those caring for adults and children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
throughout the area. www.nassurreybranch.org 

Photograph and blog post reproduced here with permission 

https://www.highsheriffofsurrey.com/blog
http://www.nassurreybranch.org
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas 

We are in the middle of all our preparations to 
celebrate the great feast of Christmas. Christmas 
celebrates the eternal Word of God entering time 
and space, becoming human, taking flesh from the 
Virgin Mary. We refer to this as the incarnation. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God became 
human, entering human history. As the priest mixes 
water and wine at the offertory in the Mass, he says 
quietly: “By the mystery of this water and wine may 
we come to share in the divinity of Christ who 
humbled himself to share in our humanity.” 

The dignity of human life, the dignity of all life and the whole of creation, has its roots in God’s act of 
creative love but equally in the Incarnation, for God chose to enter intimately into His creation 
through becoming human. As Christians we believe that Jesus is truly God and truly human. 

It is interesting that very early on, the title ‘Mother of God’ was assigned to Mary, not just as an 
honour to her, but as an affirmation of the true humanity of Jesus. In the Eastern, orthodox tradition 
Mary is referred to as the Theotokos, the God bearer. 

We all know the Christmas story so well and it is very easy 
to see it as a fairy-tale with colourful, exotic characters, 
angels and kings. We are bombarded with so many pretty 
images of the first Christmas that we can miss some 
basic, hard truths. Jesus was born homeless. He was born 
poor. Within weeks of his birth, his life was under threat 
and he and his family became refugees. 

Sound familiar? We only have to turn on the news to be 
reminded that on 25 December 2018 there will be millions 
around the world experiencing just these hardships. There 
are countless on our own doorsteps. 

As a community we have responded so generously to our various charitable appeals from Children 
in Need to Romanian Shoeboxes and Save the Children. Let us spare a thought and offer a prayer 
for all those for whom Christmas will be just another day of hardship and suffering. Let us ask the 
God who humbled himself to share our human life, to raise up those who are bowed down and fill 
them with hope and peace.  May God bless our homes and families this Christmas and give us the 
strength to share everything with those in hunger and need. 

Christmas is ages away! 

We have only celebrated the Second Sunday of Advent. If you’re sick of Christmas by the 25th 
December, you haven’t done Advent properly! Remember to take time to pause and reflect, to have 
some moments of stillness and ponder on the hope that Christmas brings: “God loved the world so 
much that he sent His only Son into the world… not to condemn it but to save it.” (John 3:16) 

The Church reminds us that when Christmas is finally here, it does not last for just one day, but 
continues at least until the celebration of the Epiphany on Twelfth Night. Formerly, Christmas did not 

liturgically end until the celebration of Candlemas on 2nd 
February—some families still display a nativity until 
Candlemas!  

Our Epiphany celebration, when we celebrate the 
visit of the three Kings to the Infant Jesus, is on 

Monday 7
th

 January 2019 at 2.30pm 



I received a text from heaven. It was a Godsend! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

and something to make you smile… 

Images on these pages taken from 

openclipart.org and pixabay in 2018 

Sunday Mass  

As a number of residential students are Catholic, we offered them the 

opportunity to attend Sunday Mass at St Joseph’s.  Father David from the 

Cranleigh parish kindly joined us on the afternoon of Sunday 25th 

November to lead a Mass for the Feast of Christ, the Universal King. All 

of our families were invited to attend and a number did join us to 

celebrate.  We were delighted to welcome those who joined us for a 

lovely, quiet, prayerful celebration. The next Mass will be on Sunday 13th 

January 2019 at 2.30pm and Father Kevin Dring will be presiding.  

Christingle Celebration 

On Monday, the 3rd December, we welcomed 
Father Kevin Dring who presided at our Advent 
and Christingle Mass. During the joyful 
celebration, Father Kevin reminded us all of the 
significance of the elements of the Christingle.  
A Christingle is a celebration of Jesus, the Light, 
coming into the world. An orange is decorated 
with a red ribbon reminding us that Jesus shed 
his blood for the life of the world. Four cocktail 
sticks are decorated with dried fruits or sweets 
to represent the fruits of the earth and at the top 
of the orange is a lit candle to signify Jesus the 
Light of the World. 
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NATIVITY 

Alphabet Nativity 

Our Celebration and re-enactment of the Christmas story, this year, took the form of the Alphabet 

Nativity written by Angela Yardy. It used the letters of the alphabet to help us to reflect on the true 

meaning of Christmas and the centrality of Christ at Christmas. Both performances were joyful 

occasions, our students excelled themselves in their enthusiasm and participation. We opened with a 

joyful dance, the narration was beautifully delivered in rhyme and the band were excellent in 

supporting the singing. For some pupils it was the first time they had taken part in their school nativity 

and it is moments like this that make what we do at St Joseph’s so special and heart-warming. 

Staging a nativity involving the whole school and college is not possible without the support of the 

whole staff team. We are so grateful to everyone who made it possible; from administrative staff 

preparing programmes and collating responses from parents and providing some angelic 

decorations, facilities preparing the beautiful staging and set, catering team providing teas for those 

staying on between performances and the education, therapy and care staff who support our pupils 

with such dedication, love and enthusiasm every day. A big, big thank you to everyone! 

Our Epiphany celebration, when we celebrate the visit of the three Kings to the Infant Jesus, is 

on Monday 7th January 2019 at 2.30pm 
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NATIVITY 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 

“It's Christmas, Eve!” 

and something to make you smile… 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

The Wintershall Nativity takes place in various spots around a real, working farm.  A cohort of our 

young people attended the dress rehearsal and had a wonderful time.  The standard was excellent 

as usual and we’d like to thank the Wintershall Estate for kindly inviting us.  

Wintershall Nativity 

Wintershall Advent Workshop 

On Tuesday 4th December, 20 of our students attended an Advent Workshop at the Wintershall 
Estate.  The Workshop was organised and run by the Education Officer and volunteers from this 
year’s cast of the Wintershall Nativity. The students gathered in the large rehearsal barn for an 
opening reflection around the Advent Wreath.  They then visited four stations in turn, each dedicated 
to a different part of the Nativity story.  They met a Shepherd, a King, Mary and the baby Jesus as 
well as Chester the donkey! At each station they engaged in sensory activities and a craft activity to 
take away as a memento of their experience. We are very grateful to the Wintershall team for 
providing such a lovely opportunity for those students. Katie in particular loved it and spent the rest of 
the day showing everyone the raw sheep’s wool she had been given.  

Wintershall Advent Workshop 

 

Father Christmas visits! 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Father Christmas visits! 
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Christmas Party 

 

RESIDENTIAL NEWS 
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RESIDENTIAL NEWS 

Dominic Savio visited Sandhurst Copse this month.  They went for a lovely woodland walk and the 

young people helped with cooking sausages over a fire.  

SUPPORTED LIVING NEWS 

 
Longbarn Supported Living  
 

Longbarn and Springvale are St Joseph’s 
Supported Living houses.  The houses cater 
for tenants with complex needs, including 
Autism and moderate to severe learning  
disabilities, and are staffed to support this.  
There is no age restriction on how long the 
residents can stay, Longbarn and Springvale 

provide a home for life for their tenants.   

Rob is a previous student from St Joseph’s and 
many people will remember him fondly. Rob 
struggled in crowds which has made going out 
in public quite challenging for him. The team at 
Longbarn have tried numerous times to support 
Rob to attend activities and events, such as a 
disco and Rob has really struggled to cope with 
this.  

For 3 weeks now Rob has been going to a disco 
in Guildford and has worked really hard on 
expanding his comfort zone.  Last week, Rob 
could not help himself and (with support and 
reassurance from Dominic and Mamadou) was 
tempted onto the dancefloor by Michael 
Jackson’s classic hit “Billie Jean”.  He got into 
the Christmas spirit and danced away, clearly 
enjoying himself. Rob is doing really well and 
this is a massive achievement for him.  We are 
all very proud of him and the progress he has 
made.  Well done Rob! 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

St Nicolas’ and St Martha’s classes have been hard 
at work inventing their style of café. St Martha’s 
class have decided on a burger theme and have 
been practicing their cooking timings and their 
customer service amongst themselves before they 
invite paying customers in. It has been a steep 
learning curve but the improvements have been 
huge and the ideas that have come from the 
students have been insightful. 

St Nicolas’ class have chosen a sandwich-based 
café enterprise offering a range of both warm 
toasties and cold sandwiches with salad. 

All the class help with the preparation but service is undertaken by two 
chosen students who serve both the staff and class that remain. We 
have mindfulness colouring available for those who find waiting for hot 
food a bit challenging. 

James also has a pop-up “Roasted Chicken Restaurant” which he invites 
three guests to each week. James wanted to know how to cook a roast 
independently and with this weekly experience, he is building these skills 
and becoming more confident. 

After Christmas, we hope to build on these successes so that both 
classes can invite other classes to come to the café for their lunch; 
especially as we now have a toasted sandwich maker for four and our 
own Panini grill. 

We would like to thank all the people who donated to make our café so 
unique, with special mentions to Dawn Elkins, Flip Gallagher, Liz Yeo 
and Debbie Barker. Their contributions included all the crockery, cutlery 
and some lovely furniture. The British Red Cross provided a box of mugs 
and Horsham Matters gave us two tables.  The other tables started life in 
Holy Family but had been in storage for many years. 

Café Enterprise 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Work Experience 

 The students in St George’s class have been 
working hard to keep their class sparkling clean. 
The students put on their Work Experience 
lanyards when they undertake their jobs. 

Everyone completed three jobs around the room. 
They chose the jobs they would like to attempt. 
The windows and desks are now very clean and 
the carpet has been well swept. Joanna chose to 
practice her folding. The students have also 
been hard at work buying the ingredients to 
make pizza or pasta and working together as a 
team to produce the meals. 

ST GEORGE’S CLASS 

 Jasmine started her work experience at the British Red Cross Charity shop 
following her successful interview. She will be working with the shop staff, 
Lorraine, Nikki and John, who volunteer on a Tuesday at the shop. 

Jasmine had to concentrate and work really hard to 
achieve three tasks before she could relax with Nikki 
and have tea and a biscuit. 

Her three tasks were sorting every clothes rail into 
size order and to check that the coat hangers were 
facing the right way. There were about 20 rails to 
check. Her second task was to fill up the Christmas 
card stand. She had to find which cards were missing 
and make sure every holder had four matching sets 
of cards. Her third job was to sort out all the clothes 
numbers and size toppers into order in the drawers 
so it was easy for staff and volunteers to find them. It 
was then almost an hour’s work so she stopped for 
her well-earned tea break. 

BRITISH RED CROSS CHARITY SHOP 
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PUZZLE CORNER 

THERAPY NEWS 

 

Makaton 

Signs & Symbols 

of the Week 

Numeracy  

For this Sudoku puzzle, fill in the numbers so that each line 

and each square features every number between 1 and 9.   

All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 

completed puzzles answers in to the office email account   

office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  with the subject: 

 “Puzzle Answers” 

The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 

publish the names of the winners in the newsletter.   

Literacy  

For those who like a literacy based challenge, you are invited to make as many  

words as you can from the letters in the following phrase:  

“Dancing Christmas Trees” 

Image taken from openclipart.org in 2018 
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Bee Bot 

Bee Bot is a great app to introduce children to computer programming as well as helping to develop problem 
solving skills. You can programme the Bee Bot to follow directions and help to develop concepts such as right, 
left, up and down. It’s a fun app and colourful app that children will love. 
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THERAPY NEWS 

Speech and Language Therapy — App of the Week 

 

Images from http://margdteachingposters.weebly.com in 2018 

Occupational Therapy Tip 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 18th January 2019. 

Dates for your diary - 2018/19 

JANUARY  

Monday 7th 
First Day of Spring Term  

Students to arrive at 9.30am 

Monday 7th 2.30pm: Epiphany Liturgy — Visitors welcome 

Sunday 13th 2.30pm: Mass — Families welcome 

Monday 14th 1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome 

Wednesday 16th 7pm: Transition Workshop — Families of Years 13/14 welcome 


