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St. Joseph’s Specialist Trust Newsletter  

Letter from the Executive Principal 

Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 

It’s only just over four weeks until Christmas! Where has this Autumn term gone to? 
The scene at St Joseph’s has been ever-changing as we have been so thrilled to 
welcome into our community a steady stream of new students. Alongside every 
new student that arrives, we also welcome new staff members too. Inevitably this 
has meant that, as we have eased every new member into the day-to-day routines,  
our whole community has felt in a state of flux. Staff are aware that we have an 
unprecedented number of new admissions potentially being confirmed over the 
Autumn and Spring terms which has meant gently moving people (and even 
locations!) around to constantly ensure that everyone finds themselves in the best 
possible situation. 

I was explaining to a parent just the other day that St Joseph’s has continual 
admissions throughout the whole year – I frequently get phone calls from Local 
Authorities in all of the holiday periods as they request confirmation that a young 
student can start ‘as soon as possible’. It’s something that we are very used to, 
after all, who wouldn’t want to start ‘as soon as possible’ after they have met the 
community and seen our setting and resources.  

Our challenge this term has been the realisation that we need to create another 
two classes by the end of this academic year. This is a wonderful endorsement of 
the service that we provide, but as you can imagine needs to be managed very 
carefully and gradually, no matter how ‘as soon as possible’ the requests for 
admission are.  

Some of our classes have been gradually moving towards this new landscape over 
this term and we will see a few more changes next term. Everyone has been 
brilliant about it and I would like to thank our families for their understanding and 
generosity in accepting that the changes mean that other children are able to join 
St Joseph’s and begin to benefit in the same way as their child. If you have any 
questions about how we manage admissions at St Joseph’s and how this affects 
your child, their staff and the class allocations in general, I am always happy to 
meet with you to explain it in greater detail and reassure you about the many 
complex systems that run smoothly in the background. 

Our recruitment team have been steadily working away to find more and more of 
the very special, lovely and talented staff that we need to ensure that St Joseph’s 
carries on providing the very best care and support to develop our young people 
into the best that they can be. You will see our new staff arrivals featured in all of 
these newsletters.  

In amongst all this flux, the normally very busy half term is progressing as usual. I 
am looking forward to the FestiviTea on Monday 3rd December when the High 
Sheriff will be visiting us and we will have our festive Christingle Mass. From this 
point onwards it is properly the Christmas season for St Joseph’s. I do hope that I 
will get the opportunity to catch up with as many of you as possible at this 
celebration heralding the start of the Advent Season.  

With love and prayers, 
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STAFF NEWS 

Staff Members joining St Joseph’s 

Samantha 

Wellstead 

Administrator to the 

Executive Team 

Aimee Davis 

Teaching Assistant 

Goodbye and Good Luck to our leavers 

Sarah 

Kingswood 

Senior TA 

Ranald 

Macaulay 

Teacher 

Louisa Webster 
Drama Therapist 

Sasha 
McCartney 
Occupational 

Therapist 

Joao Poiera 
Residential Care 

Fabiola Genua  

Senior Therapy 

Assistant 

Steven 

Buckfield 

Teaching Assistant 

Well Done Abby! 

One of our own Teaching Assistants, Abby, has some very speedy feet!  
Abby has been running cross-county for Sussex and is now heading for 
international finish lines.  Abby’s dad was an elite runner and trained her 
as a child.  Abby is only now getting back into running after having her 

daughter.  This month she flew out to New York to 
compete in the three mile “Road Runners” race 
during which the city streets were closed.  Abby was 
the first British female to finish and has qualified to 
represent Britain in the 2020 European 
Championships!  Abby ran alongside famous faces 
such as Paula Radcliffe who took part but didn’t 
compete this year.  I’m sure that all of the  St 
Joseph’s staff, students, families and friends  wish 
her the best of luck in her endeavours.   image: freeimages.com in 2018 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Sunday 25
th

 November – Feast of Christ the Universal King 

Mass at 2.30pm in our Chapel 

Fr David, from Cranleigh, has kindly agreed to say Mass in 
our Chapel on the above date. This Mass will provide an 
opportunity for our Catholic residential students to attend 
Mass but is open to all families. Everyone is welcome to 
join us to celebrate this important feast, which marks the 
close of the Church’s year. Mass will last about 45 minutes 
and we will sing songs and hymns which the students 
know and love. 

Feast of Christ the Universal King 

The end of the Church’s liturgical year is marked by the 
Feast of Christ, the Universal King, celebrating his triumph 
on the cross and his glorious return as judge of the living 
and of the dead. The New Year for the Church, begins the 
following Sunday, the 1st Sunday of Advent. On this day 
the cycle of Gospel readings change. This year we have 
been listening to the Gospel of Mark. From the 1st Sunday 
of Advent, we will start to hear the Gospel of Luke. 

The Season of Advent 

The Season of Advent marks the beginning of the Church’s year; it is the  season of preparation for 
the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. The liturgical colour is purple. Christmas adverts have 
begun to appear on our screens, Christmas displays in the shops, but Advent reminds us that it is 
good to stop and pause, to take stock and think. It helps us to remember what Christmas means; the 
birth of a saviour, God himself becoming like us in all things but sin. God did not choose a wealthy or 
royal household. Jesus was born in poverty and soon became a refugee. As we look forward to 
Christmas let us think especially of the homeless, the refugees and those whose lives are blighted by 
war and famine. 

The Advent Wreath is a powerful, visual symbol of that period of waiting, the counting down to 
Christmas. The wreath is a circle which reminds us that God has no beginning and no end. The 
evergreen leaves represent God’s love and that this is endless too. There are four candles, one for 
each Sunday of Advent. Three are purple, the colour of the season and one is pink representing the 
third Sunday known as Gaudete or ‘Rejoicing’ Sunday. Some wreaths incorporate a fifth, central 
candle which is white and is lit on Christmas Day. 

The Church also reminds us that when Christmas is finally here, it does not last for just one day. The 
celebrations continue at least to the celebration of Epiphany on 6th January, often known as the 
Twelfth Night. Formerly, the liturgical end of Christmas is the celebration of Candlemas on 2nd 
February. Some families display their nativity scene right up until this date. 

Romanian Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2018 

Thank you to everyone who supported this important appeal.  



Q: Why are atoms Catholic?    A: Because they have mass! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

and something to make you smile… 

Images on these pages taken from openclipart.org and pixabay.com in 2018 

Christingle Celebration 

One feature of our Advent celebration is our annual Christingle Liturgy which, this year, will be 
incorporated into our Eucharistic Mass on Monday 3rd December. 

A Christingle is a celebration of Jesus, the Light, coming into the world. An orange is decorated with a 
red ribbon reminding us that Jesus shed his blood for the life of the world. Four cocktail sticks are 
decorated with dried fruits or sweets, representing the fruits of the earth, and at the top of the orange 
is a candle, lit to signify Jesus, who is the Light of the World. 

 

The following is taken from http://www.moravian.org.uk/index.php/the-moravian-church/
pec/12-visitors-to-the-moravian-church/17-moravian-christingle (reprinted here with  permission) 
 
The idea of the Christingle began in the Moravian congregation of Marienborn, Germany, on 20th 
December, 1747. At a children’s service, hymns were sung and the minister, John de Watteville, read 
verses which the children had written to celebrate the birth of Jesus. He then explained to the 
children the happiness that had come to people through Jesus, “who has kindled in each little heart a 
flame which keeps burning to their joy and our happiness”. To make the point even clearer, each 
child then received a little lighted wax candle, tied round with a red ribbon. The minister ended the 
service with this prayer, “Lord Jesus, kindle a flame in these children’s hearts, that theirs like Thine 
become”. The Marienborn Diary concludes, “hereupon the children went full of joy with their lighted 
candles to their rooms and so went glad and happy to bed”. 

The Moravian Church took the custom of this service with them to 
Labrador and Pennsylvania, to Tibet and Suriname, to the 
Caribbean and South Africa, and people in each part of the world 
adapted it for their own use. 

No one knows for certain when the word “Christingle” was first 
used or from what it is derived. Various suggestions have been 
made. One is that it comes from the old Saxon word “ingle” (fire), 
meaning “Christ-fire or light”. Another is that it derives from the 
German “engel” (angel), meaning “Christ-angel”, or it may derive 
from the German “kindle” (child), meaning “Christ-child”. 

Our Christingle Celebration Mass is on Monday 3rd December 

at 2pm in the School Hall. All are welcome. 

http://www.moravian.org.uk/index.php/the-moravian-church/pec/12-visitors-to-the-moravian-church/17-moravian-christingle
http://www.moravian.org.uk/index.php/the-moravian-church/pec/12-visitors-to-the-moravian-church/17-moravian-christingle
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

St Joseph’s donned their favourite clothes for 
Children in Need this year.  Our wonderful 
Catering team provided Pudsey cupcakes and 
our students rocked out with a disco session.  
Luke helped out with the music by 
moonlighting as a DJ!  As you can see from the 
photos, everyone embraced the atmosphere 
and had a wonderful time. 

Developing empathy is an important part of education and helping others is vital for building 

children’s self-esteem as well as gaining a wider awareness of the world around us and the 

difficulties other people face.   Cranleigh Rotary Club and St Nicolas’ Church have once again joined 

forces to provide Christmas shoeboxes to some of the most deprived and disabled children in 

Hunedoara in western Romania.   We have supported this worthy cause for a number of years now 

and this Christmas is no exception.  Freddie, Joshua and Charlie had fun delivering the shoeboxes 

that had been kindly donated to the appeal by the St Joseph’s community.  The boxes will soon be on 

their way to Romania to share the joy of Christmas and hopefully put some smiles on little faces.  

Romanian Shoebox Appeal 

Children in Need 



James is engaging in a lot of money-
based tasks to help out with his work 
experience.  He works in the college 
learning to manage the afternoon 
session of our coffee delivery service 
CoffeeEsta. With support James is 
emailing and phoning customers, 
making the drinks, delivering orders 
and giving change. He has also 
helped with stock taking and 
submitting receipts to the finance 
department. 

Naomi, his speech therapist, has 
been supporting James in improving 
his interview skills which has gained 
him a position outside the 

college working at Café in the Park. He was very nervous but Naomi and Polly, his new boss, said he 
did really well at interview and 
initiated a handshake himself when 
he was offered the job. He really 
enjoyed his first session and was 
proud of what he achieved. He now 
knows much more about 
replenishment of stock and making 
sure the most recent dates are at the 
front. He is hoping to have some 
experience on the till soon.   

CURRICULUM NEWS 
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 Remember, you can now buy St Joseph’s uniform online at: www.wearyourlogo.co.uk 

PE T-SHIRTS   

5-6yrs 5 

7-8 yrs 6 

9-10 yrs (XL) 8 

11-12 yrs (2XL) 2 

Extra Small 5 

Small 5 

Medium 2 

Large 12 

Extra Large 3 

POLO SHIRTS   

5-6yrs 6 

7-8 yrs 6 

Large 10 

Extra Large 3 

SWEATSHIRTS   

5-6yrs 6 

7-8 yrs 6 

9-10 yrs (XL) 3 

Medium 2 

Large 6 

Extra Large 8 

Half-price uniform sale 

We have a limited amount of existing stock that we are selling at half 

price. You can order this from the office on 01483 272449 or  

office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk 

Work-Related Learning  
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

Calling all parent carers of children & young people with additional needs 

A major Surrey County Council consultation on future spending and 
development of services for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities is 

about to start.  

 

This is your opportunity to shape the support services you and your 
children receive and change your lives for the better.  This is your chance 

to:  

 Say what services are needed and where and how they should operate to better support 

you and your children  

 Share your concerns, highlight any risks about the proposed changes or suggest 

alternatives that should be explored  

 Voice your views on: 

 priority areas of spending for currently available funding against needs 

 the level of funding that will be needed to meet future needs and transform the quality of 

services in Surrey  This year, more than any other, is the time to speak up!  

Family Voice Surrey strongly encourage everyone to take the time to:  

 Make individual responses to the SCC survey and contribute to the events – don’t assume 

someone else will raise the ideas, issues and concerns that you have; and overall numbers of 
responses do make a difference   

 Contribute to collective responses from SEND support groups and organisations you belong to  

Further details including broad details of the SCC SEND proposals, events they are planning across 

the county and updates from us can be found on our website www.familyvoicesurrey.org  

Thank you for reading this, please 
share with others and remember… 

YOUR VOICE MATTERS! 

Images and information provided by Family Voice Surrey 

Find out more at 
www.familyvoicesurrey.org/

consultations  

https://familyvoicesurrey.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76d22d7a96b898a9cc5056eb6&id=838bf411b7&e=bcc7512ccc
https://familyvoicesurrey.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76d22d7a96b898a9cc5056eb6&id=e471026e65&e=bcc7512ccc
https://familyvoicesurrey.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76d22d7a96b898a9cc5056eb6&id=e471026e65&e=bcc7512ccc
https://familyvoicesurrey.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76d22d7a96b898a9cc5056eb6&id=e471026e65&e=bcc7512ccc
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Images taken from openclipart.org in 2018 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Friday 7

th
 December 10-11.30am 

 

Anyone who has attended one of our Christmas Fairs will know what a lovely event it is and what a  

great opportunity it provides to bring students, staff, families and friends of St Joseph’s together. The 

Christmas Fair is the biggest fundraiser of the year.  

We are supported by a number of small businesses in the local community with fantastic raffle prizes, 

however, we still need your support too! If you have any unwanted items that you would like to 

donate to us, please drop them off at the main reception. Items such as jewellery, toiletries, books, 

toys and household bric-a-brac all sell well. If you have a small enterprise and would like a stall, 

please contact Helen Van-Mol for more details.   

We would also appreciate your support by coming along to see our students’ work from their 

Horticulture or Enterprise classes.   One of our student’s, Matthew, is a keen baker and usually sets 

up a stall selling homemade cakes which are definitely a must! 

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS 
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Guidance for parents on 

supporting children in a digital 

world 

www.parentinfo.org 

HANDY RESOURCES 

Mamma Mia:  
Here We Go Again  

Relaxed Performance — 2pm 
Thursday 29th November  
at Cranleigh Arts Centre 

Five years after the events of Mamma Mia! (2008), Sophie prepares 
for the grand reopening of the Hotel Bella Donna as she learns more 
about her mother's past. 
 
(PG)  Duration: 1hr 54min 
Tickets: £8.25; £7.25 Friend; £5.50 under 25yrs 
Tickets are available at the Arts Centre or on their website at 
http://www.cranleighartscentre.org/ 

Cranleigh Arts Centre are 
hosting a relaxed showing 
of Mamma Mia.  If you 
would like to take your 
child, book your tickets 
and let us know you 
would like them to leave 
early on this day.  
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PUZZLE CORNER 

Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018 

THERAPY NEWS 

 

Makaton 

Signs  

& Symbols 

of the Week 

Numeracy Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge.  All entries for either puzzle are 

welcome. Please send your completed puzzles to the office 

on office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  with the subject: 

 “Puzzle Answers” 

 

The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 

publish the names of any successful winners in the 

newsletter.   

Literacy For those who like a literacy based challenge, you are invited to make as many words 

as you can from the following phrase:  

 

“Christmas jumper” 

  1 3  4 2   

7  8    1 4  

2  4  9 1 3   

      6  4 

 8  1 5  9 3  

 9    7  1  

8    1  7 2 3 

 2 5 7  3 4   

 1  2  9    



MyChoicePad Pro, by Insane Logic Ltd 

A communication app that uses Makaton to aid students who cannot communicate verbally. This is 

the main communication app that St Joseph’s uses. You can make personalised grids focusing on 

the activities that the students do. The Pro app also has built in games and activities that help to 

increase vocabulary, build understanding and help the student build sentences. The Pro app has a 

library of 4000 Makaton symbols that you can search for and learn the symbol and sign in order to 

support communication. 
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THERAPY NEWS 

Speech and Language App 

Indulging in some messy play is a great sensory activity to engage children and 
adults alike.  Why not mix up some slime?   

 

HOW TO MAKE SLIME 

 

- Shaving cream 

- dash of food colouring 

- 1 cup of glue 

- 1 teaspoon of baking soda 

- one decent splash of saline solution 
(contact lens solution) 

 

Mix all together to make a stretchy slime!  

Occupational Therapy Tips 

The St Joseph’s Carol Service and Nativity will take place on Monday 17th December with a 

1.30pm performance and a 7pm performance.    

Families should have received a letter about their child’s participation in the Nativity so please look 

out for it and return the response form to us as soon as possible. We want to make sure we are well 

prepared with staffing and food so please do let us know as soon as you can what your plans are 

around this well-loved celebration.  

NATIVITY REMINDER 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 14th December 2018. 

Dates for your diary - 2018/19 

NOVEMBER  

Sunday 25th 2.30pm: Feast of Christ Mass  — Families welcome 

DECEMBER  

Monday 3rd 1pm: FestiviTea — Visitors welcome 

Monday 3rd 2pm: Advent Christingle Mass — Visitors welcome 

Friday 7th 10-11.30am: Christmas Fair — Visitors welcome 

Friday 14th Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Disco 

Monday 17th 
1.30pm: Carol Service and Nativity — Visitors welcome 

7pm: Carol Service and Nativity — Visitors welcome 

Tuesday 18th 
Last Day of Autumn (2) Term  

Students to depart at 3.15pm 

JANUARY  

Monday 7th 
First Day of Spring Term  

Students to arrive at 9.30am 

Monday 7th 2.30pm: Epiphany Liturgy — Visitors welcome 

Sunday 13th 2.30pm: Mass — Families welcome 

Monday 14th 1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome 

Wednesday 16th 7pm: Transition Workshop — Families of Years 13/14 welcome 


