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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's,
It really is incredible that we are at Half Term already! I had thought that we would
be well and truly into the full flow of Autumn by now, but the lovely weather
continues to hold on and, incredibly, our own pool has remained open right through
the whole of this half term. Carol Davey is going to leave it running through the
break so that our residential children and young people can continue to enjoy it.
This will be the longest stretch that our pool has stayed open, so the Indian
summer that we were promised certainly seems to have happened—at least in
respect of our swimming pool.
We have been grateful for the continued good weather as we have celebrated
October being the month of the Rosary. Rosary beads are prayer beads that are
used to pray a sequence of prayers offered up to Mary the Mother of Jesus. At St
Joseph’s, we love to use all the traditional celebratory practices and Mary’s statue
was able to be processed around the grounds with incense and musical
accompaniment to the joyful delight of all who were able to attend.
This week, we have had the utterly lovely Arts Week. I won’t steal any of the Art
Department’s thunder and you can explore all the fabulous activities that have
been going on all week inside the newsletter. I will however tell you that the Art
Department at St Joseph’s plays a very important part in bringing creativity into the
lives of our entire community. Art at St Joseph’s is a totally accessible subject
comprising of Art, Drama, Dance, Music, Pottery and Media as well as the
incumbent Artist-in-Residence. The Arts have successfully provided the safety and
motivation to so many of our students necessary for them to begin to explore the
wonderful world that they live in. It opens up their eyes, mind and soul to the
emotional connections that surround them and, in many cases, has helped
individuals to better understand and access the academic curriculum too. Watching
our students engaging in an Arts session is always a fascinating and humbling
experience for me. Arts Week is therefore a celebration of the amazing work that
goes on all year round at St Joseph’s.
St Joseph’s, of course, never rests and over the half term our Children’s Home,
Adult Supported Living, Facilities, Domestic, Grounds and many of our
Administrative and Catering staff continue to work. Even so, the rhythm and bustle
associated with the education day is removed giving everyone a much needed
break.
I hope that you are able to enjoy a lovely break over the half term, whatever you
are doing, and that you are able to find time to relax with friends and loved ones.
Don’t forget that the clocks will be going back one hour, so we will all be getting an
extra hour of rest! October is one of my favourite months and this is the bit that I
like best of all!
Best wishes to you all, with our love and prayers,
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CHRISTMAS FAIR
Friday 7th December 10-11.30am
Anyone who has attended one of our Christmas Fairs will know what a lovely event it is and what a
great opportunity it provides to bring students, staff, families and friends of St Joseph’s together.
The Christmas Fair is the biggest fundraiser of the year.
We are supported by a number of small businesses in the local community with fantastic raffle
prizes, however we need your support too. If you have any unwanted items that you would like to
donate to us, please drop them off at the main reception. Items such as jewellery, toiletries, books,
toys and household bric-a-brac all sell well. If you have a small enterprise and would like a stall,
please contact Helen Van-Mol for more details.
We would also appreciate your support by coming along to see our students’ work from their
Horticulture or Enterprise classes. One of our student’s, Matthew, is a keen baker and usually sets
up a stall selling homemade cakes which are definitely a must!
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STAFF NEWS
Staff Members joining St Joseph’s
WELCOME TO OUR NEW STARTERS!

Maria Fernandes

Diana Hanciu

Emily Kinnear

Christina Rose

Residential Care

Residential Care

Teaching Assistant

Clerk to Governors

GOODBYE &
GOOD LUCK!
Tim Palmer
ICT Technician
&
Juliana Rodriguez Montaya
Teaching Assistant

CONGRATULATIONS!
...to Kyla de Sousa on finishing her Initial Teacher Training!
Kyla has worked at St Joseph’s since 2016 and last year she
co-taught St Andrew’s Class . This year she took on a class of
her own and has been teaching St John’s as she completed
her studies. Well done Kyla!
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STAFF NEWS
Surrey Wildlife Trust Awards
In September Jan Durrant (Specialist Subject Teacher for
Horticulture) and Mick Nickells (Head Groundsman) went to the
Surrey Wildlife’s Trust at their Nower Woodland reserve in
Leatherhead to collect a gold award for our Wildlife garden and
school grounds. Our
students
help
to
support wildlife by
making bird feeders
and bug hotels during
lessons
and
by
sympathetic planting
which helps to attract
wildlife into our school
grounds. Well done to
Mick and Jan!

MEET OUR TRUSTEES
Over the span of three newsletters, we will be introducing our six new trustees.
This week we present Kevin Sloan and Peter Turvey. Both have written a short biography to
introduce themselves.
Peter Turvey
Kevin Sloan
As all of you who read
this know, St Joseph’s
is a very special place
and
I
was
very
fortunate
to
be
appointed
a
Foundation Governor
in the 2016 summer
term and a Trustee this
September. I moved to
the local area in 2015.
For 30 years I worked for the British Foreign
and Commonwealth Office in several countries
in South and South East Asia and in London.
During my career I gained experience in
understanding other peoples cultures and
values and also the practical skills of project
and programme management. Since leaving
the FCO in 2012, I have been the CEO of a
small agricultural and health charity in Kenya,
worked for a risk management company,
recently completed a part time masters degree
in archaeology and am currently working as a
consultant.

I am a retired actuary,
living in Guildford. I
spent
my
whole
working
life
with
insurance and similar
companies, and gained
a
great
deal
of
experience
dealing
with all kinds of
financial and corporate
governance matters.
I was a governor of the school for about five
years, and was very committed to the excellent
work which it does. I was therefore delighted to
be invited to join the board of Trustees, and
look forward to using my expertise to support
the work of the new charitable trust.
I am a practising Catholic, and do what I can to
support the work of the Guildford catholic
parish, and see the two areas of activity as
being complementary. I am looking forward to
working with the other Trustees to take St
Joseph's forward into the very challenging
environment which we face.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM
St Joseph’s uniform is now online!
In order to give families greater control of their uniform orders and the
convenience of having uniform delivered to their preferred address,
St Joseph’s Specialist Trust has transferred over to an online ordering
system.

You can now view and buy our uniform
(with sizing information) at:
https://www.wearyourlogo.co.uk/st-josephscranleigh.htm

Half-price uniform sale
This means that we have a limited amount of existing stock that we will
be selling at half price. For available stock, please see the adjacent list.

SWEATSHIRTS
5-6yrs

6

7-8 yrs

6

9-10 yrs (XL)

3

Small

2

Medium

4

Large

6

Extra Large

8

POLO SHIRTS
5-6yrs

6

7-8 yrs

6

Medium

2

Large

10

Extra Large

3

PE T-SHIRTS
5-6yrs

5

7-8 yrs

6

9-10 yrs (XL)

8

11-12 yrs (2XL)

4

Extra Small

5

Small

5

Medium

2

Large

12

Extra Large

3

CURRICULUM NEWS—ARTS WEEK
This past week has been a flurry of creativity as St Joseph’s celebrated our annual Arts Week. The
Arts are a fantastic way to engage students and they are especially important to those who might
struggle with the more academic side of learning. The Arts Week tent has been filled with colour,
curiosity and fun as our students experiment in all the new activities and techniques on offer. One of
the visiting artists, Sam Musker, brought an invention which helps the children mix and spray paint in
colourful and varied ways. You can see the photos on the next page of students creating their
fantastic works of art — and some fabulously messy hands! Gary Goodman was another guest artist
who spent time with us, he helped our young people make big inventive cardboard art during the
week. You can see some of our students proudly brandishing their cardboard creations over the
page… or using a box as a hat! Our very own Arts department, including our new Artist-in-Residence
Andrew Kerr, spent time with the students supporting their exploration of art and creativity. We also
played host to not one but two visiting dance companies who ran sessions for us in the hall.
On Friday, we saw a well-loved tradition take over the School Hall—The St Joseph’s Oscars! Our
new media teacher, Caine, has worked hard in supporting classes to make their own short films
which we then gathered together to watch with popcorn to eat just like in a real cinema. Families
joined us to celebrate their children’s work and see the awards presented. Make sure to watch out in
our next newsletter for the photos!
Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018
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CATHOLIC LIFE
October - Month of the Rosary
On Monday we celebrated Our Lady of the
Rosary with a liturgy and a procession of
the statue of Our Lady. It was a joyful
celebration with lots of singing and
percussion instruments. Alison and her
team had kindly baked flower shaped
biscuits as a treat afterwards.

Statues are used in the Church to remind us of the
example of the saints who are with God and yet remain
part of the family of the Church. In the same way that we
keep pictures of family members and family events in
our home to remind us and to celebrate those people
and those moments, so too do we have statues and
images in our churches.

The practice of
Procession is a
sensory
celebration,
providing us with
a physical act
bearing witness
to our faith.
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CATHOLIC LIFE
St Joseph’s Harvest Appeal
St Joseph’s students, families and staff all donated food for the those in need as a way of taking
part in the Harvest festival. St Cuthbert’s class delivered the donations to Vaughan House which
offers supported housing to those who are single, homeless or at risk of homelessness. Residents
may have complex support needs, such as substance abuse, mental health issues or offending
behaviour. Vaughan House work to create greater independence and success in employment,
education or training. They also support better health and wellbeing, a reduction in anti-social
behaviour, and help rebuild family relationships or support networks. Ultimately, they help to break
the cycle of homelessness and work towards a healthier, independent life. As you can see from
the thank you letter below, our Harvest donation made a big difference to them and gave our
students some valuable opportunities to experience giving and helping others. This raises their self
-esteem and broadens their awareness of other people’s needs and how they can help other
people overcome their difficulties.

November – Month of Remembrance
During the month of November we commemorate those who have died. The month begins with the
Feast of All Saints (1st November), in which we celebrate all those who are with God in heaven on
account of their holiness. These include the saints whose names we know like St Joseph, St
Catherine, and St Peter and so on, but also those ordinary people who lived out their lives in the
service of God achieving holiness. As Pope Benedict XVI said during his visit to Britain in 2010, we
are all called to holiness, to be saints.
On 2nd November, we have the Feast of All Souls when we remember all those people who have
died and are resting in peace but need our prayers to help them attain Heaven. During November,
we will keep a book in the foyer of the College in which everyone can record the names of those who
have died for whom they would like us to pray during our weekly singing assembly and liturgy.

Remembrance Day approaches…
We have just had confirmation that our delivery of poppies is on its way to
us for this year’s Remembrance Day. Poppy image taken from openclipart.org in 2018

Page 10

St. Joseph’s Specialist Trust Newsletter

PUZZLE CORNER
Literacy

For those who like a literacy based challenge, you are invited to make as many words

as you can from the following phrase:

“Pumpkin carving”

Numeracy

1

Of course there are those who prefer a

numeracy based challenge. All entries for either puzzle are
welcome. Please send your completed puzzles to the office
on office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
with the
subject:
“Puzzle Answers”

The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to
publish the names of any successful winners in the
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THERAPY NEWS

Makaton

Signs
& Symbols
of the Week
Images on this page taken from openclipart.org in 2018
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupational Therapy
Occupational Therapy: Where do we fit?
By Anne Addison
The unique nature of the Occupational Therapy
profession lies in its focus on occupation as the medium
through which individuals can improve their lives.
Occupations are activities or tasks that are meaningful to
the

individual;

occupations

that

support

social

engagement can enable children and young people to
participate in wider society.

The figure below places

occupation between activity and participation in order to
highlight our profession understanding that whilst an
activity is a discrete task, it is the essence of personal

Figure 4: Proposed model for defining the
difference between activity, occupation & participation.

meaning which makes that activity an occupation
through

health

and

well-being

are

promoted.

Engagement in occupations can in turn facilitate
participation when there are additional social elements
or the occupation itself supports social engagement.
The problem we have as a profession is that no one
else is using or acknowledging the middle layer,
occupation, which is the only thing that makes
Occupational

Therapy

unique.

In

reality,

whilst

Figure 5: Current model based on the link between
activity and participation within contemporary literature

participation has been accepted as the ultimate healthcare goal, our unique selling point might well
be viewed as additional words or semantics by others who are inadvertently promoting occupation
without acknowledging it. And without this layer what we have is a universally accepted model
through which activity or task engagement always links directly to participation with no explicit
acknowledgement of the Occupational Therapy role. Unlike other professions who have an
evidenced bottom-up approach to interventions that support activity engagement and functional
independence, within this framework Occupational Therapy becomes duplication or surplus to
requirements.
Anne Addision is Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist from Great Ormond Street Hospital with
the Neurodisability Service. This is an extract from her article “Occupation and Participation: Defining
the Occupational Therapy role”. It has been reprinted here with Anne Addison’s permission.
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Dates for your diary - 2018/19
OCTOBER
HALF TERM
Monday 29th

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th October 2018
First Day of Autumn (2) Term
Students to arrive at 9.30am

NOVEMBER
Monday 12th

1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome

Friday 16th

Children In Need Disco

Friday 23rd

Student Takeover Day

DECEMBER
Monday 3rd

1.30pm: Family FestiviTea— Visitors welcome
2.30pm: Advent Christingle Mass — Visitors welcome

Friday 7th

10-11.30am: Christmas Fair — Visitors welcome

Tuesday 11th

7pm: Wintershall Nativity – Dress Rehearsal

Friday 14th

Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Disco

Monday 17th

Tuesday 18th

1.30pm: Carol Service and Nativity — Visitors welcome
7pm: Carol Service and Nativity — Visitors welcome

Last Day of Autumn (2) Term
Students to depart at 3.15pm

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 9th November 2018.

