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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph’s,
It’s as if we have never been away! Everyone has settled back into the Autumn
term and their classes and houses nicely. We continue to enjoy the fine weather
and our swimming pool is still open. The tell-tale signs of Autumn are starting to
show with some of the trees beginning to turn in their colour. This morning our
cleaning team were trying to clear up brown crispy leaves that had made it all the
way through reception and into the corridors beyond.
Our new Artist-in-Residence has arrived. This heralds another new year of
exciting creativity in our Art Department. Look out for the adverts for the fast
approaching Arts Week. We’ve got lots planned!
This newsletter has an update on our major capital appeal project. This has been
rumbling away in the background for around two years now and we are finally
getting to the point where all the preparatory work has been completed and we
have the planning permission approval for the first phase of the development, our
beautiful Enterprise Centre. Now we have to set about securing the funding so
that it can actually go from a drawing on a plan to a reality. I’m very passionate
about the prospect of an Enterprise Centre that will provide genuine, authentic
work experience skills for our students and our young adults as well as providing
services to other local SEN groups. With a purpose-built café, craft room and
workshop, the combinations of possibilities are almost endless.
We have just come to the end of Grandparents Week and it has been such a
lovely event. We have been so pleased to welcome so many of our grandparents
and ‘adopted grandparents’ to share time with us throughout the week.
Work-Related Learning is out of the blocks with the internal work placements well
underway and the work experience visits to Beechwood Farm up and running
again. Our internal competition to Costa continues in the form of the ‘Coffee Esta’
club delivering delicious coffees, teas and hot chocolates accompanied with a
home-made savoury or sweet snack to various meetings and offices on-site.
We are very proud of one of our students who achieved a C grade in GCSE
French. This is the culmination of a lot of hard work from the young person, the
class team and therapists as well as the support of our partnership with Tormead
School. This is another real example of how the sky really is the limit for all of our
young people, reflected in our mission statement of Christ in our lives… no limits,
just possibilities.
I hope to see as many of you who are able to join us for our Arts Week activities,
especially the lovely Oscars Show.
Best wishes

Annie Sutton
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STAFF NEWS
Staff Members joining St Joseph’s

Welcome to
Christina Rose
who joins St Joseph’s
as our new
Clerk to Governors
Jodie Graham

Andrew Kerr

Neli Stefanova

Residential Care

Artist-in-Residence

Residential Care

Goodbye and good luck to Aliya Noormohamed

Push For Prems Sponsored Walk
After Emily’s daughter was born prematurely, she needed a lot of
medical attention. Thankfully, she got the help she needed and is now
a happy, healthy baby. Emily took part in a sponsored walk to give
back and help other premature babies. It will be going towards
equipment for the Trevor Mann
Baby Unit and for the Neonatal
Ambulance Service. They are
still in the process of talking to
the consultants about exactly
how the money is going to be
used. Emily raised £780 and
around £500 of it came from
St Joseph’s staff members.
What a fantastic contribution
to a wonderful cause.

JEANS FOR GENES DAY
Jeans for Genes raise money for research into genetic disorders and
every year St Joseph’s staff and students take part in this worthwhile
event. This year was no different. We were all invited to wear our jeans or
favourite clothes. Special thanks to St Cuthbert’s class who collected the
money and to James for taking responsibility for counting and banking it.
We raised £25. Thank you to all those who contributed.
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RESIDENTIAL CARE NEWS
WEEKEND FUN
Thomas went up to London with Residential Care Worker, Ginny, to go on the London Eye. They
had a monstrously good time at Shrek World too—Thomas hasn’t stopped talking about it since!

MEET OUR TRUSTEES
Over the next three newsletters, we will be introducing our six new trustees.
This week we present to you Ryan Clement and Father Kevin Dring. Both have
written a short biography to introduce themselves.
Ryan Clement

Father Kevin Dring

I am a practising barrister.
As a legal practitioner, my
primary interest is, amongst
other things, employment
law and HR matters. Prior to
my being Called to the Bar
in 1996, I was a quantity
surveyor. Also, I am a
trustee and governor of a
non-maintained specialist school for deaf children;
and a governor of a maintained school. As an
aside, as well as those qualifications for surveying
and law, I am a graduate of English Literature
and, as a hobby, love reading and writing. In
consequence, I value and appreciate the benefits
of education and, therefore, I am immensely
honoured to be one of the founding trustees of St
Joseph’s Specialist Trust. I hope that as a legal
professional and an experienced trustee and
governor of other educational establishments I,
together with my fellow trustees, can make a
valuable contribution to the continued success of
St Joseph’s in the provision of its outstanding
service to its children. Ryan Clement.

I am a priest of the Diocese of
Arundel & Brighton and was
ordained in 1993 in Brighton,
my home town. Over the years
I have worked in a number of
different parishes, as Bishop's
Secretary for 4 years, spent
some years working on the
missions in Peru, and now I am on the full time
staff at St John's Seminary in the role of
Pastoral Director, helping to train our future
priests. I am very honoured and happy to have
been asked by Bishop Richard to be on the new
board of trustees at St Joseph's Trust. It is
clearly a very special community, where great
care and support is given to the young people
and to their families. I look forward to working
with my fellow trustees, and with the extensive
team at St Joseph's, to continue to build on the
good and strong Catholic foundations of faith
and values that have always helped to guide St
Joseph's over the years. God bless, Fr Kevin.
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FUNDRAISING NEWS
CAPITAL APPEAL –
UPDATE 3
As some of you will be aware, the
school has ambitious building
plans to substantially increase and
improve some of our learning
spaces, as well as a new
residential block. The fabric of our
existing Workshop is no longer
repairable and the Pottery room
too small for most classes,
therefore some time ago we
embarked on the process of
designing these new spaces.
As well as addressing the need for
the Workshop and an enlarged
Pottery classroom, we took the
opportunity to improve and
upscale our Food Tech facilities.
So we took the bold decision to include a semicommercial kitchen and café into our plans, which
now all come together under one roof as a Work
Skills & Enterprise Centre. Aimed at improving
opportunities for all our young people, these new
facilities will also support a wider range of
qualifications to enhance their preparation for
both independent living and the world of work.
This project will also deliver more “in-house” Work
Experience and Work Placements for those who
struggle to access the wider community, not just
in our kitchen but also in the Workshop and
Pottery. The café will no doubt become a popular
gathering space for the whole school. Designed
as a safe area for our young people to practise
their communication & interaction skills to share
with each other, families, staff and invited guests.
So what’s been going on, and where are we up
to? Well having agreed all the designs and
worked out some costs, we then had to secure
planning consent. But as the school sits in an
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and part of
the designated “Green Belt “ we knew this was
never going to be an easy or straightforward
process. Despite all our preparations to resolve
as many issues as possible before the formal
Planning application process was submitted, we
had a very long wait until we received Waverley
Council’s green light earlier this year. We were
advised to separate our planning application for
the 8 bed residential unit from the Work Skills &
Enterprise Centre, but now consent has been
granted we can submit this at any time. There is

still work to be done to preserve the trees, their
roots and wildlife which will surround the new
building (don’t mention Great Crested Newts!) but
all this preparatory work can take place whilst we
get on with the essential job of raising all the
funds.
At an estimated cost of £776,988, the new
building will sit in the top end of the area known
as John Bosco Garden. The costs may sound
high, but for 330 square metres of floor space in
construction terms this represents good value for
money and includes its own entrance, reception
area and full disabled toilet facilities.
A major fundraising push is well underway and
we’ve been heartened by both expressions of
interest to help, donations and pledges of funding.
We have been extremely lucky and through a
family connection with one of our current
students, we’ve already secured an amazing
grant of some £123,000 from the PL Trust. So it’s
well worthwhile spreading the news to friends,
families and neighbours to see if you can help
too.
Please get in touch with Shirley by emailing
fundraiser@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk if you’re
aware of any potential funders who would be
interested in finding out more about this project.
A £15,000 pledge from the Wates Foundation
towards kitchen and cafe equipment has been
received, along with another £15,000 from 29th
May 1961 Charitable Trust and the first of our
supporters and contacts to get us nearer the total.
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CATHOLIC LIFE

The Harvest Festival
Thank you to everyone who donated produce for the Harvest celebration. The donations were taken
to the Guildford Number 5 Homeless Project on Tuesday by St Cuthbert’s class. The organisers of
the Homeless Project are always so very grateful for our support and wish to thank everyone once
again. It is an opportunity for our pupils and students to see the importance of being grateful for
what we have and being able to share it. The display of produce looked lovely in the hall and we are
grateful to Mick and his grounds team who enhanced the display by adding fronds of greenery from
our wonderful grounds.

Grandparents Week 29th September – 7th October 2018
This is an annual Diocesan event running across schools and parishes. On Monday we held a
special liturgy to celebrate Grandparents and the joy and wisdom they bring to our families. During
the liturgy we offered prayers and blessings specifically for grandparents. Cards provided by the
Diocese were distributed to those present and have been issued to classes. The picture on the card
is an icon of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, but also includes Anna and Joachim, the
parents of Mary. They stand behind the Holy Family, symbolic of the immense support that
grandparents give to their children and their children’s children.
The reading was taken from Deuteronomy 6 in which Moses instructs the chosen people of Israel to
hold fast to the commands of God and to teach them to their children and their children’s children:
These are the commands and laws the LORD your God told me to teach you to follow in your new
homes, so that you, your children and their children after them may love the LORD your God by
following all his ways. Listen carefully people of Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These
teachings that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Teach them to your children.
As part of Grandparents’ Week, grandparents were invited to join their grandchild on Tuesday, 2 nd,
Wednesday 3rd or Thursday 4th from 11am to take part in an activity in lessons and then accompany
the class to lunch in the dining room. We had a wonderful response and it was lovely to see
grandparents around the School and College experiencing their grandchild’s day at St Joseph’s. It
was great to hear one heart-warming comment from a grandparent who said: “It’s so lovely to be
included.”
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CATHOLIC LIFE
October is the Month of the Rosary
This month is dedicated to the Rosary
and devotion to Our Blessed Lady, Mary
the Mother of Jesus. The Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary is 7th October.
The Holy Rosary means a " crown of
roses" or "garland of roses". It refers to a
form of prayer used in the Catholic
Church and the string of knots or beads
used to count the component prayers.
When used for the Prayer, the word is usually capitalized ("the Rosary"),
as is customary for other names of prayers, such as "the Lord's Prayer",
and "the Hail Mary"; when referring to the beads, it is written with a lowercase initial letter ("a rosary").
The prayers that comprise the Rosary are arranged in sets of ten Hail Marys, called decades. Each
decade is preceded by one Lord's Prayer and followed by one Glory Be. During recitation of each set,
thought is given to one of the Mysteries of the Rosary, which recall events in the lives
of Jesus and Mary. Five decades are recited per rosary. Other prayers are sometimes added before
or after each decade. Rosary beads are an aid towards saying these prayers in the proper sequence.
A standard 15 Mysteries of the Rosary, based on the long-standing custom, was established by Pope
Pius V during the 16th century, grouping the mysteries in three sets: the Joyful Mysteries, the
Sorrowful Mysteries, and the Glorious Mysteries. During 2002 Pope John Paul II said that it is fitting
that a new set of five be added, termed the Luminous Mysteries, bringing the total number of
mysteries to 20. The Glorious mysteries are said on Sunday and Wednesday, the Joyful on Monday
and Saturday, the Sorrowful on Tuesday and Friday, and the Luminous Mysteries are said on
Thursday. Usually five decades are recited in a
session. Each mystery details aspects of Jesus’ life;
the joyful for example include the annunciation of
Jesus’ birth, his Nativity, the sorrowful meditate on
Christ’s suffering and death.
For more than four centuries, the rosary has been
part of the veneration of Mary in Catholicism. The
rosary represents the Catholic emphasis on
"participation in the life of Mary, whose focus was
Christ”. In this way, a rosary reminds us to
meditate on the life of Christ.
On Monday 15th October at 2.30pm we will have a
liturgy in the school hall, followed by our procession
with the statue of Our Lady.

and something to make you smile…
A priest and a pastor are standing by the side of a road holding up a sign that reads
“THE END IS NEAR! TURN AROUND NOW BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!”
A passing driver yells, “You guys are nuts!” and speeds past them. From around the
curve, they hear screeching tires—then a big splash. The priest turns to the pastor and
says, “Do you think we should just put up a sign that says ‘Bridge Out’ instead?”
Images on this page taken from freeimages.com and openclipart.org in 2018
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Meet our Artist-in-Residence
Hello St. Joseph’s! I’m Andrew, the new
Artist In Residence, and I’m very excited
to be joining you for this academic year.
In the past I’ve worked with focus on
drawing, sculpture, costume design,
installation and performance, often in
combination and always with an
approach that is playful and materialdriven. I worked for a long time in the
workshop of a bespoke luxury design
brand, but I’ve become more and more
focused on leading collaborative art
projects, and teaching creative thinking.
My approach is very much about pushing
the potential of a particular material,
technique or idea, and essentially trying
to surprise myself! My current artistic
interests include making "semi-functional
objects" and "non-specific logos"; objects
or paintings that suggest more uses and
meanings but perhaps don’t give the
whole game away...
On Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
I’ll be in my studio by the adventure
playground where I’ll be creating pieces
and
developing
workshops
and
collaborations based on my work which I
will share with students at St. Joseph’s
and elsewhere too. The work produced
here will lead towards an exhibition in
Cranleigh in July next year. Before that,
the big thing I’m preparing for is Arts
Week which starts on the 15th of
October. I’ll be running some kind of
instrument making workshop on the
Tuesday and then an improvised musical
communication
with
the
created
instruments on the Wednesday!
I’m particularly excited to see how my
experimental
and
process-focused
approach
(rather
than
"successfocused") could be useful for pupils with
PDA. In general I am excited to share
ideas with the pupils, vice versa, and to
see how we can expand on those ideas
in exciting ways. Feel free to pop over to
the studio for a visit on Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday afternoons—with
or without pupils!
Images provided by Andrew Kerr
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CURRICULUM NEWS

15th—19th October 2018
Our wonderful Arts Week has come again!
This year the theme is ‘Communication’
We have a number of visiting artists joining us to make this another fantastic week of creativity.


To start the week off, artist Sam Musker (pictured: above right) will be coming with an
invention which helps the children mix and spray paint in colourful and varied ways.



Gary Goodman is an artist who will be helping the young people make big inventive
cardboard during the week.



Our new Artist-in-Residence Andrew Kerr (pictured: above left) along with our own artist
team will also be mixing up the excitement.



Finally there will a be two visiting dance companies running sessions in the hall.

DRESS FOR MESS! Please send an old large T-shirt in
with students on Monday 15th to protect their clothes.
On Friday 19th October 2018 at 10am, we will be hosting the legendary Oscars along with prizes
for the best song written by the students, Lucky Lloyd will then make this into a snazzy song.
Why not join us with some popcorn to watch our very own superstars take to the screen?

WORK—RELATED LEARNING
Work Experience at Beechwood Farm
Beechwood Farm is situated just outside Horsham. It is owned by Helen Van-Mol who is a teacher
here at St Joseph’s. Helen has offered her farm for the past 8 years as a work place for our students.
Beechwood has a variety of animals including sheep, pigs, horses, chickens and geese. It also offers
a selection of domestic pets including rabbits, tortoises, dogs and cats.
Students are given a variety of jobs from egg collecting to ear tagging. It enables students to achieve,
grow in confidence and improve self esteem. It gives them control of their environment and a
responsibility towards others. The range of jobs our students undertake are chosen with the aim to
help them work independently. In the process they need to use their literacy, numeracy and problemsolving skills. They gain practice in transferring these skills outside the classroom environment which
also stimulates them in different ways. Working outdoors is often a helpful change of scenery for our
students and working with animals is especially rewarding. Egg collecting remains the most popular
activity, alongside the lambing season.
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PUZZLE CORNER
Literacy
For those who like a literacy-based challenge, you are invited to make as many words
as you can from the following phrase:

“kicking leaves”
Well done to Linda Malone who found a whopping 86 words in the phrase “splashing in puddles”!

3

Numeracy
Of course there are those who prefer a numeracy-based
challenge! All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please
send answers to office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
with the subject: “Puzzle Answers”
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to

7
9
2
5

publish the names of any successful winners in the
newsletter.

8

1
4
9 3
9
4 2 5
7
4
6
1
9
4
7 9
1
5 9
8
3
7

8 9 4
5 2
1 3
4 8 5
6 7
5
7 4 1
9
2

THERAPY NEWS

Makaton
Signs
& Symbols
of the Week
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupational Therapy Tips
Go on a sensory walk! Find something:

Find an area with rocks or pebbles:



Bumpy



Round



Stack a rock tower



Smooth



Red



Build a pebble house



Flying



Yellow



Collect 10 rocks



Loud



Green



Play “I spy” with rocks



Quiet



Brown



Play Noughts & Crosses or
Tic-Tac-Toe with pebbles

Find a grassy area to do these tasks:

Go to a playground and:



Run between two tree



Climb up the slide



Jump up as high as you can x 10



Push a friend on the swings



Skip and sing a song





Climb a tree

Do a time race on the
equipment



Play leap frog



Pretend the playground is an
island—or a ship!

Go outside for some messy play:

Go outside and get ready to move!



Make sensory soup



Roll down a hill



Create a mud kitchen



Blow bubbles



Play with wet chalk



Make an obstacle course



Make art with flower petals, grass
clippings, sticks and leaves



Do tumbles or cartwheels



Walk like an animal

Speech and Language Therapy — App of the Week
ABC MAGIC PHONICS—Learning Sounds and Letters
by Preschool University
This phonics app can encourage students to practise the sounds
of letters in the alphabet, which is important for learning to read
and speech production.

FREE
on the
Apple
App
Store
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Dates for your diary - 2018/19
OCTOBER
Monday 15th

Monday 15th - Friday 19th

1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome
2.30pm: Our Lady Liturgy — Visitors welcome
ARTS WEEK CELEBRATION
10am: Showing of the St Joseph’s “Oscars” films

Friday 19th

Visitors welcome

Last Day of Autumn (1) Term
Students to depart at 3pm

HALF TERM
Monday 29th

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th October 2018
First Day of Autumn (2) Term
Students to arrive at 9.30am

NOVEMBER
Monday 12th

1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome

Friday 16th

Children In Need Disco

Friday 23rd

Student Takeover Day

DECEMBER
Monday 3rd

1.30pm: Afternoon Tea — Visitors welcome
2.30pm: Advent Liturgy — Visitors welcome

Friday 7th

10-11.30am: Christmas Fair — Visitors welcome

Friday 14th

Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Disco

Monday 17th

Tuesday 18th

1.30pm & 7pm: Carol Service and Nativity
Visitors welcome

Last Day of Autumn (2) Term
Students to depart at 3.15pm

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 19th October 2018.

