
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 

The fabulous weather continues to enable everyone at St Joseph’s to enjoy and 
capitalise on the full extent of our wonderful grounds. With just two weeks to go 
until the long summer break I hope that you will be able to join us for as many of 
the lovely summer events as possible. 

Despite the water shortage issues in our area, our Facilities team have worked 
tirelessly with Thames Water (frequently very late at night) to ensure that a regular 
tanker delivery keeps our systems working. We are very grateful to this small but 
hard working team for their dedication as any loss of water in this very hot weather 
would be very challenging indeed. 

Our annual Art Exhibition at the Cranleigh Arts Centre is here again. Please pop in 
and have a look at the stunning work on display. Louise Grundy is our third Artist in 
Residence at St Joseph’s. We believe that the influence of these extremely 
talented, specialist artists on our students is quite profound. The relationship has 
produced the most surprising outcomes. Many students have shown marked 
improvements in their approaches to their academic subjects such as English and 
Mathematics, as well as developing better problem solving strategies and 
improving their social communication skills. Each Artist in Residence has also 
commented on how working alongside our students has been a developmental 
journey for them too. 

This year we have introduced the concept of ‘Class Assemblies’ shamelessly 
copied from our mainstream schools. This has been gradually gathering 
momentum. The class assembly enables a class to showcase to the rest of the St 
Joseph’s community a summary of their achievements and a celebration of who 
they are, students as well as staff. The inclusion of friends and families to share in 
this celebration makes it even more special. In the next academic year we will be 
changing our Singing/Class Assembly slot from Wednesday afternoon to Monday 
afternoon. This will enable us to welcome the week ahead in prayer and worship as 
a whole community. 

During 2018/19 Autumn Term our classes will take it in turns to be the ‘featured’ 
class and will sit at the front, assist with the music, help with the readings from the 
bible and lead the bidding prayers. From the Spring Term onwards we will then 
start again with the Class Assemblies and you should expect to start receiving 
invitations to join your child’s class to celebrate with them their joy linked with being 
part of St Joseph’s. Please invite extended family and friends to join you in 
supporting your child’s special assembly and to join us for a light refreshment and 
the opportunity to visit the child’s classroom to see behind the scenes. 

This evening our Leavers will be gathering in all their fine clothes at the front of St 
Joseph’s to have their photos taken before they set off to their Prom event. This is 
the start of the series of events that mark the end of their time here at St Joseph’s.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at these events 

With our love and prayers,  

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College  Newsletter 
Amlets Lane, Cranleigh, Surrey  GU6 7DH 

Tel: 01483 272449     Fax: 01483 276003 

Email:  Office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk 

Web: www.st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk 

Volume 6 

Friday 6th   

July 2018  

Letter from the Executive Principal 



St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter Page 2 

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

   

    

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

Contents 

Page 1  Letter from the Executive Principal  

Page 2 Contents 

Page 3 Staff News - New Appointments + Baby News + Job Changes  

Page 4/5 Curriculum News: Art Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre 

Page 6 WRL & Enterprise News: Internal Work Experience Placements 

Page 7 WRL & Enterprise News: Pop - up Burger Shop + Recipe 

Page 8/9 Curriculum News: Class Assemblies from the Summer Term 

Page 10/11 Catholic Life: Understanding the Mass 

Page 12 Supported Living News: Springvale at Park Mead Music Festival 

Page 12 Community News: Push for Prems Fundraising 

Page 13 Community News: Upcoming Events 

Page 14 Puzzle Corner and Therapy News: Makaton  

Page 15 Therapy News: Occupational Therapy Tip + Speech & Language App 

Page 16 Dates for your Diary 



Page 3 St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter 

  

Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

 
 

NEW   
STARTERS  

 

Congratulations to staff who have been successful at interview with 
the following appointments: 

 

Romilly Yates & Amy O’Grady who have been appointed House Managers for Dominic Savio 
and John Bosco respectively.  

Anna Bylinka has been appointed Deputy House Manager in Holy Family. 

Sam McCone has transferred to the Residential Care setting, supporting children and young 
people in Dominic Savio. 

Recine Jaafar  
RCW 

 
Governors and staff are delighted to extend their warmest wishes 
to Lucy Haddadin and her husband  who have become the proud 
parents of a beautiful baby girl. As yet they have not decided on a 
name.  Lucy supports our Residential Children and Young People 
over the weekends. 
 
Baby Haddadin arrived on  Monday 30th June, weighing  9lb 1oz. 

Mummy and baby are now home after just a short stay in hospital.  

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS ! 

NEW BABY NEWS ! 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

On Tuesday we had a wonderful evening at the launch 
party of our Artist in Residence: Louise Grundy.  The show 
is called: 'Saints, Dragons and other Creatures' and 
features  incredible Paper Mache art creations by Louise 
and our students.  
The Art Exhibition will remain open to the public until Saturday 14th July 
at Cranleigh Arts Centre.  As well as spending time with Students 
during the education day, Louise has taken her art workshops into care 
and also offered arts training for staff which ran across three weeks of 
this term. CPD delivered specifically to new staff incorporated additional 
art and pottery workshops run by Kath Hitchings and Alison Minguillon.  
The art exposure this term has benefited everyone. 
Louise's art using paper mache has really appealed to the students.  
Louise advised that paper mache is a very sensory art form which has 
met the needs of some of St. Joseph’s non-verbal students, at times 
challenging but always rewarding. Tasks have included tearing, painting, pasting and smoothing. The 
process also takes patience, not always something many students have but Louise has seen 
students develop an understanding that some things take longer and the time and patience invested 
in it can be very worthwhile.  
Each Artist in Residence position lasts a year.  The wonderful skills and the variety or artists that 
have been attracted to this role has been inspiring and as a consequence we have been able to offer 
students and staff a range of experiences and approaches.   We are interviewing for the next Artist in 
residence next week and look forward to our students working in a fresh new medium, with another 
inspirational practitioner-exciting times!  

Art Exhibition Grand Opening - Tuesday 3rd July 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 
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WORK RELATED LEARNING & ENTERPRISE  

Internal Work Experience Placements  

Isaac and Alex have worked very hard 
together for the last two terms both in 
the canteen and in the school resources 
room. 

Alison and her catering team have been very grateful for their help in setting up the canteen ready to 
receive all its hungry diners across the long lunch period. Initially Alison’s team met with Isaac and 
Alex to explain the tasks required for each session but as time has progressed, Caroline, WRL 
Coordinator has noted from their work experience diaries that they have both become more 
independent and verbal prompting is now minimal.  
The placement for each work related learning experience is agreed with the host department 
regarding the tasks and timeframes and the placement student. At the end of the initial placement 
programme, Alex and Isaac were asked whether they would like a change or to continue to work in 
the canteen. Alex said he fancied a change and Isaac said he would like to continue. So next year 
we hope that Isaac will embrace the opportunity to complete all the tasks in the Dining Room and 
look forward to Alex joining the rota of  Internal Postperson.  

Alex and Isaac were not busy just in 
the dining room, the variety of work 
experience options also offered the 
role of supporting John in the School 
Resources Room, which Alex and 
Isaac agreed to take up. St. Joseph’s has 2 Resources Room, the larger and more extensive Room 
being in the College building but the smaller School Resources Room needs to be well managed 
since the high demand for materials and tasks can quickly lead to resources running short. Alex and 
Isaac were responsible for tidying the resources for the staff in the school and checking the levels of 
stock. Each week, following the stock check they would need to meet with John in the main 
resources room to collect  items that were in short supply and of course transport them to replenish 
stocks in the School Resources Room, for staff to find them easily. It was interesting to find that 
when both Alex and Isaac evaluated their Resources Support roles, they advised that they didn’t 
want to continue! It could be that they have had enough of tidying up after the staff! 

 
Sophia has just started a new role as 
a Chambermaid by her own request. 
This has been accommodated in 
Newlands where she changes two 

beds each week and has to make sure the bedroom is clean ready for any new student we have. 
She hopes to have some experience in a real hotel once she has learnt the skills she needs in 
house.  

Canteen Assistants  

Resources Assistants  

Chambermaid 
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 WORK RELATED LEARNING & ENTERPRISE  

Pop Up Burger Shop by St Cuthbert’s  - SUCCESS!!! 

 

 

500g beef mince (we found 12% to be better than 5%) 

1 chopped and sweated onion 

1 egg 

1 teaspoon of Lazy Garlic 

1 tablespoon of BBQ sauce 

100g grated cheese 

salt and pepper to season 

Mix together in a bowl and divide into 4 burgers. 

Reece also made both a BBQ sauce and a sweet sauce of his 

own to add to the burger experience. Gherkins also proved to be  

popular with some customers. 

The wonderful Pop-Up Burger Service went live on Wednesday 4th July; appropriate since this date is 
American Independence Day; so Darcy was keen to add an Independence Day flare to the boxes with 
signage and flags. 
Phoenix and Reece worked tirelessly preparing and making the burgers. It was a fantastic production 
line with the hand crafted burgers being sealed by frying and finished off in the oven. They were very 
conscious of cleanliness and cross contamination as they prepared the food.  
Alison and her team were commissioned by the class to provide boxes, buns and coleslaw which were 
paid for by the students out of their enterprise budget. The boys were grateful of Alison’s support! 
Customers were really satisfied with their purchases and some asked to order again if we ever 
repeated the pop-up shop. Some feedback suggested that a tomato or salad in the burger rather than 
just a coleslaw could be a slight improvement. These ideas will be discussed this ready for the Lamb 
Burger day. Staff worked hard to support the students and were very handy for washing up!   
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 CURRUCULUM NEWS 

Class Assemblies 

 

The Class Assemblies for the Summer term have offered a 
rich and varied interpretation of our Catholic Ethos; some 
employing bible story themes and others how we engage with 
each other spiritually.  

 

St. Nicolas - Loaves & Fishes 

St. Patrick - Joy 

St. George - Noah’s Ark 

St. Cuthbert - Our Father (in Latin) 

St. Andrew - David & Goliath 

St. Christopher - All about Me 

St. Clare - Summer 
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CURRUCULUM NEWS 

Class Assemblies 

Inevitably no matter how much 
preparation takes place there are 
always last minute changes brought 
about by student or staff absences 
and sometimes an insurmountable 
attack of stage fright.  
 
Audience participation was 
encouraged and sometimes offered 
without prompting and everyone 
agreed the assemblies were 
educational, informing, entertaining 
and a real pleasure.  
Congratulations to all the classes for 
the effort they had so clearly made.  
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

Next week, Thursday 12th July, we will celebrate our annual 
Leavers’ Mass. This is a very special event in our spiritual 
calendar and is special for all students and staff who are 
leaving. It is very fitting that we should pray for our Leavers 
and send them on their way in the context of the Mass, 
where we celebrate and give thanks for Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and his sharing his life with us. 

Normally, during the liturgical year, as a school community, 
we celebrate Mass together on two occasions: Our patronal 
feast, St Joseph’s Day and the Leavers’ Mass. Some 
students also go to other Masses either at our local parish 
Church in Cranleigh and/or at a Diocesan event such as the 
Secondary School Pilgrimage at Arundel Cathedral or the 
Good Shepherd Celebration at Worth Abbey. 

For Catholic Christians, the celebration of the Mass is the most 
important act of worship we have. The Second Vatican 
Council, which initiated a lot of reform, re-asserted that the 
Mass is the ‘source and summit’ of all we do. Since the times 
of the apostles, the Church has always gathered to celebrate 
the Mass, known also as the Eucharist and, in the Early 
Church, the ‘Breaking of Bread’. The Mass commemorates 
the Last Supper, but we believe that it is also the re-
presentation of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross; the offering 
of His Body and Blood and that Jesus becomes truly present 
under the forms of bread and wine. 

 

 

The Mass is arranged as follows;  

 The Introductory Rites 

 Penitential Act 

 The Liturgy of the Word 

 The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Communion Rite 

 The Concluding Rites 

Prior to the Second Vatican Council in the 1960’s, the Mass and all other rites were 
celebrated entirely in Latin and so not very accessible to many of the faithful. It was 
after the Council and its reforms that Mass in peoples’ native languages could be 
celebrated. The text of the Mass was translated into hundreds of languages. The 
translators tried to render the Latin into this plethora of languages as authentically 
as possible. 

If you visit a Catholic Church whilst either living away from home or on holiday, it is 
reassuring to know that you are following the same text that you would follow at 
home; just in a different language. It allows you to then speak aloud in your own 
language alongside the voices of the country that you are visiting.  There can even 
be occasions when the  Mass is truly ‘catholic’ meaning universal; when there are 
voices from a number of countries all raising their voices in joyful prayer to God.  

Understanding The Mass 

Archive photo 

Free clipart source 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ--PqhorcAhWBkxQKHTZzDlcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenclipart.org%2Fdetail%2F253234%2Finternational-peace-dove&psig=AOvVaw38r1Ygt2zJWz9LYIPSYXQU&ust=15309


 

 Why did the priest giggle during his homily?         
      
 
 He had Mass hysteria! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

Understanding The Mass 

and something to make you smile… 

For English speaking countries the Mass was translated in 1972. Then a 
new translation was commissioned around the year 2000, calling for an 
even more authentic version. This was revised extensively and finally 
agreed and came into use around 2010. It is the one we use today. This 
new translation aimed to remain even truer to the original Latin in 
contrast to the 1972 translation which was more a paraphrase or 
general gist. 
To give you an example, the introduction to the Our Father in the former 
translation was: “Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words 
our Saviour gave us’. Why “confidence”? Well, the original Latin uses 
the words “audemus dicere”, we dare to say. 
Well, what is so ‘daring’ about calling God Father? God is omnipotent, 
omniscient, so far beyond our understanding. For the Jews, the very 
name of God is so holy that it cannot be uttered. Jesus as a devout Jew, 
knew all this. When his disciples asked him to teach them how to pray, 
Jesus said “Pray like this: “Our Father who art in heaven…” The word 
Jesus used for ‘Father’ was ‘Abba’, the Aramaic for “Daddy”! 
For Muslims, there are 99 names for Allah, all expressing God’s 
greatness and mercy. Christians believe that through Jesus we can approach God in an intimate way, 
calling him ‘dad’. But… just as our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters do not forget the holiness 
and omnipotence of God, the Church kept true to the original Latin and reintroduced the term ‘we dare 
to say..’; it is only through the merits of Jesus Christ that we can ‘dare’ to call God our Father and let us 
never forget to glorify Him in his majesty. 
Another re-introduction was the response to the priest’s words: “The Lord be with you”. In the Latin, the 
response is “Et cum spirito tuo”. In the first translation, this was rendered: “And also with you”. In the 
most recent translation there has been a re-introduction of “And with your spirit”. Most European 
countries never dropped the ‘spirit’ part; it was only dropped in English speaking countries. Saying “and 
with your spirit” helps us to remember that we are in a special place, that it is indeed something spiritual 
of which we are part and in which we participate. 
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SPRINGVALE NEWS 

Push for Prems 

Springvale at Park Mead Music Festival 

Tenants from Springvale Supported Living House were recently 
invited to a Mini Music Festival hosted by Park Mead Primary 
School. The festival was held outside under a wonderful canopy 
that kept everyone as cool as possible.  
It was evident from the very beginning that the school children had 
been very busy; clearly there had been a lot of preparation 
practicing both their voices and instruments. The performance 
included singing accompanied by pupils playing their ukuleles and 
the older children showed off a number of wonderful traditional 
Morris Dances. Josh and Katy really had fun joining in the Morris 
Dancing.  Afterwards the staff and tenants were treated to 
refreshments of chocolate muffins, biscuits and lemon water which 
were very well received. Everyone had a wonderful day and were 
full of admiration for the efforts that the young children at Park 
Mead had made; and already looking forward to next year’s event.  

A staff member from our Education Team, Emily Lawler will be pushing her amazing daughter Felicity 
in her buggy at the upcoming Sponsored Push for Prems which takes place on Sunday 15th July.  The  
walk starts at The Royal Sussex County Hospital in Brighton and ends at Hove 
Lagoon.  
Felicity was born at just 25 weeks weighing 1lb 2oz.  Dan and Emily were so very 
grateful that the Trevor Mann Baby Unit at Brighton were able to help and 
support their vulnerable little girl.  Felicity is now 14 months old and has come a 
long way from the tiny baby in the photo below, clutching Emily’s finger.  
The Early Birth Association provides assistance to the babies and their families in 
the Trevor Mann Baby Unit at Brighton and PRH Special Care Baby Unit in 
Haywards Heath.  
This is the chosen charity that Emily and Felicity will be raising funds for and 
Emily has set up a justgiving page for those who would like to sponsor her and 
the link is as follows; 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-lawler1  

Springvale Supported Living  
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-lawler1
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 COMMUNITY NEWS  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

In honour of the recent and wonderful Royal Wedding of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle who are now 
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex, the theme of this years Sports & Fun Day will be ;  

“A Right Royal Garden Party”  

Sports: 10am - 12noon on the sports field  
 
Picnic Lunch – students, families and staff available from 
12 noon. 
 
Summer Fair: 12noon -  1pm with the following stalls;  
Raffle 
Enterprise groups,  
Plants,  
Cakes & Refreshments and  
Clothes, Jewellery & Bric a brac 
 

All donations very welcome, please bring to 
Reception.  
 

Dance show: 1pm to take place on stage on front lawn followed by Fancy Dress Parade.    
 

All students are encouraged to bring some pocket money for the Fair and of course to wear 
“Garden Party” attire to join in the Fancy Dress Parade during the afternoon.  

We have been forwarded details of an activity programme 
called “Fun in the Sun”; this is a summer sports programme for 
young people with social communication needs and their 
families. It is organised jointly by Action-attainment and by 
Brentford FC Community Sports Trust.  
 
It runs from Sunday 22nd July to Tuesday 31st July. 
 
This summer the activities are directed at Teens and Young 
Adults and cover  

 Water sports 

 Football & Tennis 

 Golf 

 Cycling Proficiency  

For further details please look at the website: www.actionattainment.com  

Fun in the Sun 2018 - Sports for Everyone 

Sports & Fun Day - Friday 13th July 2018 
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THERAPY NEWS 

 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Numeracy Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge. 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 
completed puzzles to Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 
 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 

Email: office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 
publish the names of any successful winners in the 
newsletter.   

Literacy For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, the  newsletters for the 

long hot Summer term will feature an activity that we could enjoy on or near the beach! 
You are invited to make as many words from the following phrase, as you can.  This 
week the phrase to start with is;   
 

“Let’s go fly a kite” 

   1    4  

1 9 5   8    

3 4   2  1  9 

   9 1  5   

6  9 8  2 4  7 

  1  3 4    

2  8  4   7 1 

   7   8 3 2 

 1    9    
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Weighted blankets are a therapeutic tool to support self-calming and regulation when a student is 
feeling anxious, worried, upset, angry or experiencing heightened emotions.  The extra weight and how 
it is distributed within the blanket offers a different sensory feedback to a student with sensory 
processing disorder. The weighted blanket provides the student with deep pressure feedback to their 
nervous system to support their self-calming and self-regulation.  
 
 
Points to remember; 
 

  Consult an occupational therapist before ordering a 
 blanket to ensure it is the correct weight for the student.  

  Ensure the student can self-remove the blanket.   

  The blanket can be used to support sleep and bedtime 
 routines but if the blanket is to be left on the student when 
 they sleep they must be able to self-remove the blanket.  

  The blanket can be used to lie over the student’s 
 shoulders, wrap around their body like a hug and laid 
 over the body when seated.  

Occupational Therapy Tip - Weighted Blankets 

THERAPY NEWS 

Rainbow Sentences is designed to help students improve their ability to construct grammatically correct 
sentences by using colour coded visual cues. The who, what, where, and why parts of sentences are 
colour coded to help students recognise and understand how combinations of these parts create basic 
sentence structure. 
 
Students will learn how to recognize the parts of sentences such as nouns, verbs, and prepositions, 
improve their understanding of how combinations of these parts create basic sentence structure. 
Students have the opportunity to record their sentences in their own voice to improve their receptive 
and expressive language skills. 

Rainbow Sentences offers a unique environment for improving a 
student's ability to create grammatically correct sentences. 
 
Available to purchase on iTunes for £7.99 

Speech & Language - Rainbow Sentences 

https://funandfunction.com/soft-plush-

weighted-blanket.html 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 20th July 2018. 

JULY  

Wednesday 3rd - Saturday 14th  St. Joseph’s Art Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre  

Monday 9th - Friday 13th  FEELING GOOD WEEK 

Monday 9th Bastille Celebrations  

Tuesday 10th  
6 - 7.30pm Key Stage 1/2/3 Parents Evening & Transition  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Wednesday 11th BBQ & Inflatables & Band for Students and Staff 

Thursday 12th  
2pm Leavers Mass followed by Afternoon Tea 
VISITORS WELCOME 

Friday 13th  

Sports & Fun Day 
10am -12noon : Sports 
12noon -1pm : Lunch & Summer Fair 
1pm - 3pm : Dancing and Parade 
VISITORS WELCOME 

Monday 16th Leavers Presentation at Sandown 

Wednesday 18th 
10.30 - 12noon Coffee Morning 
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 19th  
6-9pm Key Stage 4/5 Parents Evening 
& Leavers Presentation  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Friday 20th  
Last Day of Summer (2) Term  
Students to depart at 1pm 

SEPTEMBER  

Wednesday 5th  
First Day of Autumn (1) Term  
Students to arrive at 9am 

Dates for your diary 


