
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 

Summer 2 is always the busiest half term of the year even exceeding the number 
of events that are packed into Christmas and Easter half terms. To add to the 
excitement this newsletter also coincides with it being one of the catch up times 
where we report on three weeks rather than the usual two weeks. It’s sort of the St 
Joseph’s equivalent of the clocks changing. 

In this edition we have the annual trip to Chessington for our leavers group. This is 
a part of the preparations that they have been making this year for moving on and it 
falls at the time when the last of the course work has been collated and sent off for 
accreditation, so our leavers move into a place that is emotionally similar to the 
mainstream schools when exam season is over. They will experience a number of 
rich transition based activities this half term to help them (and us) to get ready for 
leaving St Joseph’s and moving into the next stage of their adult life. 

A large number of our school students had a wonderful time at the Weald and 
Downland Museum as the Enrichment element of their “Living in the Past” topic.  

Our Duke of Edinburgh scheme continues to develop and establish itself. This is 
entirely made possible by the huge commitment of the staff who support our young 
students in this endeavour, along with the generous support from the wider team. 
Our Catering, Facilities, Surgery and Admin team work very hard to ensure that the 
intrepid explorers are prepared and able to enjoy the experience. Personally I have 
the greatest admiration for anyone who can spend days trekking across the Surrey 
Hills, combine this with sleeping in a tent overnight and still arrive back at St 
Joseph’s in high spirits, smiling and energetic! 

History Day was yet again blessed with fabulous weather. I indulged in joining the 
staff and students in their “take-away” lunch which we ate in the orchard. Having 
popped myself into the stocks for a while I have to tell you I was still wet at going 
home/taxi time. I’m still wondering how so much of me got soaked when it was only 
my face and hands in the stocks! 

Catholic Life saw two trips out with groups attending The Life of Christ at 
Wintershall and The Good Shepherd Mass at Worth Abbey. 

It wouldn’t be summer if the Residential element of St Joseph’s were not out in their 
gardens with using the barbecue. Springvale have been sending up the smoke 
signals and our on-site Children’s Home now have a Barbecue Shack to take 
things to a whole other level.  

There are just 20 education days left now until the Summer break. Check carefully 
all the up and coming events and please join us for as many as you are able. 

Next week looks to be a scorcher so don’t forget your sun cream and sun hats. 

With our love and prayers,  
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Sandra Buck 

Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

 

 

NEW   
STARTERS  

 

GOOD BYE & GOOD LUCK  
Residential Care Staff 

Lydia Phillips 

Chloe Langhorn 

 

And we also say good bye to Emma Bredan-Smith who has decided 

that she will remain at home with her handsome little boy following 

the end of her maternity leave. 

FAREWELL    FAREWELL   FAREWELL    FAREWELL    FAREWELL    FAREWELL   FAREWELL 

Sheila Nursten 
TA 

Vasilica Badini  
RCW 

Connor Coster 

TA 

Sacha Clark 

OT 
Aliya Noormohamed 

TA 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

We returned to School on Monday 4th June, it was great to see everyone rested from their half term 

break and ready to embrace the final half term of 2017/18; as always, full to the brim of Summer 

activities. Sure enough, we managed just one full day of staff and students, because by Tuesday the 

School & College were quiet again, when close to half the students and their staff were off site on 

planned trips.   

Sharon, St Patrick’s Class teacher 

had organised a trip for School 

Classes to go to The Weald & 

Downland Museum. The visit 

pulled together many of the topics 

that the students had covered 

from the International Primary 

Curriculum “Living in the Past”. 

The Museum is a fabulous 40 acre site where more that 50 historic 

buildings, spanning more than 950 years have been rescued from 

demolition or ruin from areas around the country. Each building has been 

carefully dismantled, transported and painstakingly rebuilt in the Sussex 

Countryside. The collection of historic buildings is at the heart of the 

Museums work, where their staff offer regular demonstrations of milling, 

cooking and blacksmithing. 

It was an amazing day out which began, to our students amusement in a 

classroom setting. Sally McCubin was a very informative guide and spent 

some time setting out the buildings and activities that that we would visit 

and how they came to be at the Museum.  

Once liberated from the classroom, our wonderful visit included access to 

the Anglo Saxon House, Weavers House, Victorian Cottage and garden,  the smithy where the 

Blacksmith works, the Church, Stocks(!) a Watermill, Farmhouses and even period Shops.  Since the 

Museum began in the early 70s it has kept a variety of livestock as part of its mission to interpret the 

historic working landscape and farming practices of our region.  We were delighted to see Sussex 

Steer, and woolly-faced Southdown sheep.  

The weather was almost perfect for allowing students to range right across most of the site. Walking, 

skipping, running and at times racing between the exhibits did not seem to be a problem.  Everyone 

enjoyed the different activities in each house and the staff at the Museum were very accommodating 

with the many, many questions that were asked.  

Such was the energy expended that the break for lunch was very welcome, and food provided by 

Alison and her team was delicious.  Staff had secured a very pleasant corner of one of the large 

fields and the personalised lunch bags ensured that everyone had their favourite sandwich, there 

was plenty to eat and drink.  

Weald & Downland Museum Trip - 5th June 



Lady Taverners Trip to Chessington - 5th June  

Page 5 St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

The Lady Taverners are a very generous Charity, each year they invite us to join them at Chessington 

World of Adventures.  Traditionally, we extend their kind invitation to our Leavers Classes as part of 

the various events that support them having many positive experiences during their last term at St. 

Joseph’s.  Leaving is fraught with emotion; excitement for the adventures ahead but sadness at 

leaving friends and staff who have become familiar and of course anxiety over the areas that still 

remain uncertain or can only be imagined.  

As expected the day was wonderful with all the students, Lee, Hannah, Holly and Jaden, enjoying 

rides in boats, cars, swings and rockets.  The students stopped only briefly for refuelling with the picnic 

supplied by Alison and her team in the kitchen; before charging off to the next death defying ride.  

Luckily, the day was warm enough so that, hopefully, Hannah found it refreshing when the swing ride 

she was on took her right through the path a huge water spout!  

Lee was busy juggling a very large pile of bags.  He might have thought that the suitcase he arrives 

with each week at school is quite big, but wouldn’t his family be surprised if he returned home at the 

weekend with all these bags filled with washing!  It was a really wonderful day out.  

Although lunchtime should have been time for a rest and to digest food, the students were so taken 

with the environment that there wasn’t an awful lot of sitting still! 

Jacob in particular managed to master his boundless enthusiasm so that he had the same amount of 

energy at the end of the day as he had at the beginning!  The visit was so enjoyable with many 

separately exciting and interesting areas made choosing one particular favourite very difficult, but in 

the end the most popular item was the Nucket Dragon bench, a beautifully sculpted wooden dragon 

which we discovered in the Woodland Area. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

History Day - 100 years of the Royal Air Force 

Last week our wonderful History leader, Maria, coordinated the 3rd Annual History Day, which 
incorporated a schedule of activities based on the very worthwhile theme of the Royal Air Force 
which this year is celebrating 100 years in the service of King / Queen and Country.  Maria and 
Lauren had created a worksheet setting out how students could make their own RAF side cap.  This 
activity took place in the morning and was followed by a wonderful picnic lunch from Alison and her 
team, which everyone enjoyed in the Orchard.  Music from the last 100 years was played through the 
speakers and the atmosphere was certainly one of a time gone by.  The afternoon activities were  
arranged around the orchard with time for everyone to relax.  A special point of interest was listening 
to Mr Howard whom Maria had invited in to share his experiences with students and staff.  During his 
service in the RAF he held the rank of Sergeant, his archive material was extensive.  
As you can see from the photos other activities included Puppet show, Catch the Rat, Feed the 
Clown, Punishments in the Stocks and Face Painting.  

The amazing production of “The Life of Christ” took place this week 

at Wintershall Estate. The beautiful grounds provide an ideal 

location with wonderful views, a landscape of lakes, plantations and 

ancient woodland and rich pasture for the grazing of their cattle. 

Hundreds of actors are involved and the audience can choose 

whether to locate themselves in one place or to follow the 

captivating story as it moves across the open countryside.  

St Nicolas Class attended the Tuesday performance, we were very 

fortunate with the weather, although it wasn't too hot, everyone 

tucked into the drinks and snacks, provided by Alison and her team 

in the kitchen, with gleeful appreciation.  

The staff and students were both entertained and moved by the live 

performance, the scale of the production and the joy and tragedy of 

the story unfolding in front of them was very powerful.  

Wintershall - 19th June 2018 
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 WORK RELATED LEARNING & ENTERPRISE  

June 2018 - Updates 

Two of our students have been working hard to 

create the perfect burger ready to sell in their Pop 

Up Burger Shop.  Marketing material and adverts 

will be circulated in due course, but at the moment 

they have been busy on the Research & Development part of the venture.  

After several different recipes and taste tasting by both staff and students they had gathered enough 

information to make their final recipe decisions. 

The next task was find out the most effective way of cooking the burgers to perfection.  They decided to 

test different methods. 

   Fry only 

   Fry to seal and bake in the oven 

   Fry to seal and grill 

   Oven only 

   Grill only 

These methods were all cooked in the bakery, but 

unfortunately we set off the smoke alarm and had to 

evacuate!  Following that excitement we moved to the 

school food tech room to finish the cooking in and settled 

on our final taste test. 

The oven cooked burger was voted out straight away.  The 

fried burger was voted the most moist, but we were 

pleasantly surprised that the grilled ones were very good 

and decided they were the winners. 

After costing out the price of ingredients and packaging the 

students plan to sell their burgers alongside a pot of 

coleslaw. 

So watch out for the adverts and the dates for the beef 

burgers and also the lamb burgers! 

Sophie is planning ahead.  She has been a loyal customer of CoffeeEsta 

all year and was concerned that when the current directors, Hannah and 

Lee, leave at the end of this academic year that the company might fold. 

Sophie didn’t want that to happen, so she came up with a plan!  

She offered to help this term so that she could learn the ropes and asked 

if Hannah would help to train her.  Hannah was very pleased with this 

offer and is glad that CoffeeEsta will continue next year. 

Training started this week.  Feedback from Hannah is that “Sophie was 

good, she made her own hot chocolate and a black coffee for John.“ 

Sophie also shared delivery duties, taking two hot drinks to customers. 

She hopes to deliver more next week. The next phase of her training with 

Hannah will be how to make our popular cheese straws and chocolate 

muffins.  

CoffeeEsta - Mentor and Apprentice 

Pop - up Burger Shop 
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 CURRUCULUM NEWS 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice 

Group 2 - 14/15th June 2018 

The second Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

practice expedition left School last 

Thursday.  The weather wasn't as cheerful 

as the first practice but nevertheless the 

cohort of hikers were very keen to get 

going.  It appeared that their enthusiasm 

encouraged the sun to come out and it 

wasn't long before the time spent hiking 

across the fields was gratefully broken up 

by periods under the trees as they trekked 

through the woodland areas.  The route 

agreed by the participants was almost the 

same as the first practice.  

Tom, Jasmine, Leon and Pheonix were joined by James who took on a guiding role since he 

completed his Bronze last year and is now an experienced Duke of Edinburgh explorer.  The team 

was largely the same as before, Mick leading with Matt, Kerri, Lauren, Sarah and Cameron all 

regular members of staff and absolute stars in the time and support that they invest in the worthwhile 

expeditions.  Newcomers on this trip were day hikers Kacie and Dawn as well as an emergency night 

shift provided by Sam from our residential staff.  Mick and his team extended their thanks to the new 

supply of help and felt that the experience was so positive that it is likely to be repeated.  

The views from the top of Pitch Hill were stunning and Pheonix chose a singularly interesting seat, 

which was lucky since the others had set up camp on the bench!! 
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The group took in the Roman 

roundhouse, and Pheonix took the 

opportunity to check the weight of 

the traditional costume worn by a 

soldier, it did look heavy.  The 

group had been quietly determined 

in their hiking pace, and although 

they were tired when they arrived 

at Sayers Croft Jasmine was very 

quick to get busy erecting her 

single tent.  Mick had planned further activities for the afternoon, so getting their accommodation 

sorted first was a good idea.  It started to become clear to everyone that resting on any perch was 

going to suit Pheonix; he was proving very adaptable when it came to sitting anywhere.  

The group enjoyed an active evening with Jasmine starting 

a route across the highropes and although it was both a 

physical and emotional challenge, she overcame both 

hurdles and was able to reflect that she had done well.  

Dinner was a welcome feast and devoured by everyone.  

In the morning, after the van was packed there was time  

available for a quick round on the boulders; low altitude 

rock climbing, where core strength made all the difference 

in moving around. 

The route home was made so much easier by Leon who 

proved to be a natural at orienteering.  

CURRUCULUM NEWS 

Group 2 - 14/15th June 2018 
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

It was only two weeks ago that once again we saw the colour green 

back in our churches.  We haven’t used this colour in the liturgy for 

about four months! 

Green represents ‘ordinary’ time.  Actually, there’s nothing ordinary 

about any part of the Church’s year, but we use this term to 

distinguish between a period of preparation such as Lent, and then 

Easter being the period of festival that follows.  Green denotes 

growth and the Church encourages us to walk alongside Jesus and 

listen to his teachings during this period so that we ‘grow’ in greater 

depth of understanding and knowledge and closeness with Him. 

The Church’s year begins on the First Sunday of Advent; most 

often in December.  On this day the cycle of Gospel readings also 

changes.  There are three cycles: Year A, B and C.  In Year A we 

listen to Matthew’s Gospel, in Year B to Mark’s and in Year C to 

Luke’s.  Currently, we are in Year B and listen to Mark’s Gospel, the 

earliest and the shortest.  John’s Gospel is used for certain festivals and celebrations.  We need all four Gospel 

accounts to give us the most complete picture of Jesus.  Each Gospel emphasises a different aspect, 

depending on its audience at the time of its composition. 

Matthew was writing for a Jewish audience and many of his accounts evoke Jewish understanding and 

important Jewish figures, especially that of Moses.  Mark was traditionally a disciple of Peter and travelled to 

Rome with him.  His Gospel is aimed at a pagan audience.  Luke’s Gospel was written for a Greek audience. 

Luke’s Gospel has a very positive depiction of women and many references to the power of the Holy Spirit. 

John’s Gospel draws us up into some beautiful theology concerning the eternal Word.  

The liturgical colour for Advent and Lent is purple.  Purple represents preparation and sorrow.  Advent used to 

be as penitential as Lent but the regime was relaxed some time ago.  In Western Christian tradition, the colour of 

celebration is white so this is used for Christmas, Easter and feasts of the Lord such as Ascension, Mary and 

most Saints.  Red is used for Passion Sunday and Good Friday, Pentecost and feasts of the martyrs.  As it was 

said, green is for ‘ordinary time’. 

The Churches Liturgical Year 

Photo from  holyart.co.uk website 

There remain two important feasts within the liturgical year to look forward to are:  

The joint Feast of St Peter and St Paul (29th June) and the Feast of the 

Assumption (15th August).  The Feast Day for Peter and Paul celebrates the two 

founding fathers of Western Christianity, Peter, the first Pope and Paul the 

missionary to the pagans.  

Their tombs both lie in Rome, St Peter’s under the Vatican, and St Paul’s outside 

the city walls, both died a martyr’s death.   

Peter was not a Roman citizen, therefore he was assigned a slow painful death 

by crucifixion; bible stories tell us that despite this, in his final moments, he 

begged to be crucified upside down deeming himself unworthy to die in the 

same way as his Lord.  

Paul, as a Roman citizen was beheaded. 

Coming Feast Days 

Saints Peter & Paul - 29th June  

Copies of this painting are common property in the public domain  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fcdn.monasteryicons.com%2Fimages%2Fthumb%2Fss-peter-and-paul-icon-753.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monasteryicons.com%2Fproduct%2Fss-peter-and-paul-icon-753%2Ficons-of-saints&docid


 
 
 
 
The Pope goes to New York. He is picked up at the airport by a limousine. He looks at the beautiful car and says to 
the driver, "You know, I hardly ever get to drive. Would you please let me?"  
 
The driver is understandably hesitant and says, "I'm sorry, but I don't think I'm supposed to do that."  
 
But the Pope persists, "Please?" and the driver finally agrees. "Oh, all right, I can't really say no to the Pope."  
 
So the Pope takes the wheel, and boy, is he a speed demon! He hits the gas and goes around 100mph in a 45mph 
zone. A policeman notices and pulls him over.  
 
The cop walks up and asks the Pope to roll down the window. Startled and surprised, the young officer asks the 
Pope to wait a minute. He goes back to his patrol car and radios the chief.  
 
Cop: Chief, I have a problem.  
 
Chief: What sort of problem?  
 
Cop: Well, you see, I pulled over this guy for driving way over the speed limit but it's someone really important.  
 
Chief: Important like the mayor?  
 
Cop: No, no, much more important than that.  
 
Chief: Important like the governor?  
 
Cop: Wayyyyyy more important than that.  
 
Chief: Like the president?  
 
Cop: More.   
Chief: Who's more important than the president?  
 
Cop: I don't know, but he's got the Pope driving for him! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

Feast Day - 15th August  

and something to make you smile… 

The feast of the Assumption is a feast celebrated across western and eastern 

Christianity.  It celebrates, Our Lady’s assumption, of her body and soul ascending into 

heaven. In the eastern tradition it is known as the Dormition of the Virgin, or the ‘falling 

asleep’.  The Doctrine behind it acknowledges that as the sinless Mother of the Saviour, 

God did not allow Mary’s body to suffer corruption and decay.  In many Mediterranean 

countries, the day is celebrated with processions and strewing of flowers and branches. 

Image from Ignitum today; no copyright infringement intended 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijp9-4veLbAhXMORQKHQ1qClAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3
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SPRINGVALE NEWS 

Springvale Annual Barbeque 

Earlier this month, Springvale Supported Living held their annual family BBQ.  This year the theme was 

easy since it was so close to the wonderful Royal Wedding and so it became a “Royal Celebration for 

Prince Harry and Princess Meghan”; who as we now know are the new Duke and Duchess of Sussex; 

our neighbouring county!  Josh, Katy, Katie, Mark, Jake and Max worked together with staff to prepare 

the house and garden so that the event would be a roaring success.  This involved lots of flags, bunting 

and balloons.  They decorated the garden in the morning and had a marquee erected just in case the 

whether changed, luckily for everyone it was a beautiful sunny day. 

Parents, family friends, staff and tenants were all invited and many were fortunately able to attend. 

Everyone promised to bring food and they didn’t disappoint.  Fleur was on dips, Fiona on bread and 

crisps, Marion on salad, Lydia on drinks and Lynne on puddings.  Tenants all contributed their favourite 

food and Mark made his special brownies for us all which were yummy as usual. An extra special thank 

was extended to Alec who acquired the role of chef and stood over the hot BBQ in the sun cooking all 

the food.  

Lots of games were set up in the garden, such as tin can knockdown, croquet and quoits.  Everyone  

was pleased to have their turn.  Tin can knockdown was the most popular game. Traditional races were 

held including an egg and spoon race. Well intentioned suspicions were raised that there might have 

been some cheating going on by Katie who was holding her egg, and on closer inspection Josh’s spoon 

was definitely bigger then everyone else’s!!  It came down to Francis and Josh; with Josh being the 

eventual winner.  The final race was the three legged race. Fleur and Max breezed through it being the 

obvious winners with Josh’s Nephew’s coming second place. The next challenge was musical chairs, 

and as expected the chairs started to disappear but somehow the players just couldn’t stop and when 

the music started again everyone was back in. With one chair left and 8 players still in, Max took the 

winning seat.  To end the afternoon Francis brought out his guitar and played some lovey music for us 

all.   

Everyone took home a little of the leftover food and still the tenants still had enough left for the week!!!  
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 COMMUNITY NEWS  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Push for Prems 

In a previous newsletter we shared that Brooklands Museum were hosting an 

Autism friendly day and we were delighted to here from Josh’s mum and dad 

that Josh had taken up the invitation and travelled to Brooklands for a visit. 

Mum advised that when he went in to the factory they gave him a card to 

clock in and clock out with, just like a factory worker.  He had to get stamps at 

various stations throughout the building, which he enjoyed doing. Josh 

thought all the staff were nice.  

There were scale models to make and exhibits that he was encouraged to 

pick up and look at. The staff also demonstrated how some of the machines 

they used to make aeroplanes worked. There were computer screens he 

could press to design an aeroplane that he enjoyed using. He also enjoyed 

getting in to the cockpit of a harrier jump-jet. As this was a special session 

and not too busy or noisy he was able to take in what he was seeing better. 

The family were delighted to be able to take part in the Autism Friendly Day 

with the special arrangements that Brooklands had made for Josh and the 

other visitors, and were pleased that they spotted the event advertised in a 

previous newsletter.   It was a wonderful day! 

A staff member from our Education Team, Emily Lawler will be pushing her 

amazing daughter Felicity in her buggy at the upcoming Sponsored Push for 

Prems which takes place on Sunday 15th July.  The  walk starts at The 

Royal Sussex County Hospital in Brighton and ends at Hove Lagoon.  

Felicity was born at just 25 weeks weighing 1lb 2oz.  Dan and Emily were so 

very grateful that the Trevor Mann Baby Unit at Brighton were able to help 

and support their vulnerable little girl.  Felicity is now 14 months old and has 

come a long way from the tiny baby in the photo below, clutching Emily’s 

finger.  

The Early Birth Association provides assistance to the babies and their 

families in the Trevor Mann Baby Unit at Brighton and PRH Special Care 

Baby Unit in Haywards Heath.  

This is the chosen charity that Emily and Felicity will be raising funds for and 

Emily has set up a justgiving page for those who would like to sponsor her 

and the link is as follows; 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-lawler1  

Brooklands Museum  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-lawler1
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THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  

& Symbols 

of the Week 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Numeracy Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge. 

All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 
completed puzzles to Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 
 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 

Email: office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 
publish the names of any successful winners in the 
newsletter.   

Literacy For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, the  newsletters for the 

long, hopefully warm Summer term will feature an activity that we could enjoy on or near 

the beach! 

You are invited to make as many words from the following phrase, as you can.  This 

week the phrase to start with is;   

“Beach Volleyball” 

   1    4  

1 9 5   8    

3 4   2  1  9 

   9 1  5   

6  9 8  2 4  7 

  1  3 4    

2  8  4   7 1 

   7   8 3 2 

 1    9    
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This may seem a strange question to ask after so many years of sending 

out a newsletter, but staff and families will periodically ask a question such 

that the Therapy Department realise that there are still real areas where it is 

still a little understood profession.  

Occupational Therapy (OT) is a science degree-based, health and social 

care profession, regulated by the Health & Care Professions Council. 

Occupational Therapists (OTs) take a whole person (holistic) approach to 

both mental and physical health and wellbeing to enable individuals to 

achieve their full potential.  OTs are concerned with how people function in 

daily life and how they perform activities from the moment they get out of bed in the morning (if they are 

able) to when they go back to bed at night.  If there is an interruption to function, or a skill has not been 

developed in the first place, then OTs will analyse and problem solve ways around this to improve 

ability.  

The term Occupational Therapist can often be confusing.  It carries the misconception that the 

profession focuses upon vocations or job training.  The dictionary defines occupation as an activity in 

which one engages.  OTs promote skill development and independence in all daily activities.  For an 

adult, this may mean looking at the areas of self-care, leisure and work; and for children self-care, play 

and school work.  OTs work in many speciality areas, from learning disabilities, mental health, prisons, 

stroke, palliative, paediatrics, cardiac, elderly care, social services and so on.  We develop specialised 

skills depending on the specialist area we work within.  OTs also consult in physical aids, assistive 

devices, environmental and equipment adaptations and behaviour management.  

OTs analyse all internal and external factors which are necessary for individuals to perform activities.   

Consider a complex skill such as handwriting.  To learn this task, the student must have good hand 

skills, sitting posture, balance, adequate joint stability, muscle strength, good body awareness, motor 

planning ability, mature visual perceptual and visual motor skills, concentration and attention and 

adequate sensory integration. 

If sensory integration is impaired, a student could have difficulty handwriting because they may be 

uncomfortable with the touch of the paper against their skin, or may have difficulty attending to the task 

because they are highly distracted by other activities in the classroom and are unable to screen 

meaningful information.  If the student has poor motor planning ability, they may not be able to direct 

the movements of the pencil to appropriately form the required letter shapes.  If the student has 

immature sitting balance, the height of the desk and chair will need to be analysed and possibly altered 

to provide maximum stability.   

Here at St. Joseph’s we specialise in understanding sensory processing difficulties  To maximise 

learning and performance, we combine our knowledge of sensory integration theory with task analysis.  

We determine what is interfering with a student’s ability to engage in activities of childhood and devise 

our interventions accordingly. 

What is Occupational Therapy? 

THERAPY NEWS 

MyChoicePad is a communication aid created in collaboration with the Makaton® Charity using 
Makaton symbols to give students a voice.  
MyChoicePad uses grids and pathways to support communication development. The Makaton library 
can also be used to look up Makaton signs and symbols to support communication. 
Grids – Can be built and personalised to suit individual students to support them to make choices and 
engage in conversations.  
Pathways - Designed by Specialist Speech and Language Therapists to help with Language 

Development.          http://www.mychoicepad.com/ - Prices vary based on access.  

Courtesy of coloradoparent website 

Speech & Language - My Choice Pad 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjmjrjW4-HbAhWFuxQKHXD-BqgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradoparent.com%2Funderstanding-your-childs-handwriting-struggles%2F&psig=AOvVaw2A6BcluVBIzqLyPxeMoa8g&ust=15295
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 6th July 2018. 

JUNE  

Wednesday 27th  
12.45pm St. Christopher’s Assembly 

VISITORS WELCOME 

 
2.30pm St. George’s Assembly 

VISITORS WELCOME 

 

8th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition 

Students 

VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation  

JULY  

Tuesday 3rd 

6-8pm Grand Opening of St. Joseph’s Art Exhibition at 

Cranleigh Arts Centre  

 

Exhibition runs from Wednesday 4th - Friday 13th  

Wednesday 4th  
12.45pm St. Clare’s Assembly 

VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 5th - Friday 6th  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th  FEELING GOOD WEEK 

Monday 9th Bastille Celebrations  

Tuesday 10th  
6 - 7.30pm Key Stage 1/2/3 Parents Evening & Transition  

VISITORS WELCOME 

Wednesday 11th BBQ & Inflatables & Band for Students and Staff 

Thursday 12th  
2pm Leavers Mass  

VISITORS WELCOME 

Friday 13th  
Sports & Fun Day 

VISITORS WELCOME 

Friday 20th  
Last Day of Summer (2) Term  

Students to depart at 1pm 

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 

within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 

each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


