
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 
 
The lovely weather continues and with it St Joseph’s has burst into life 
rediscovering our own outdoor spaces as well as the local attractions.  
Last week our college students attended the annual Choices and Decisions Day 
hosted at Guildford College and Merrist Wood. This gives our students a glimpse of 
the options that are ahead of them in further education beyond St Joseph’s.  
Perfectly timed with the arrival of the good weather and the emergence of the 
flowers and buds we celebrated Mary the Mother of Jesus in song and procession. 
The students really benefit from the interactive nature of our liturgies that not only 
helps to bring the celebrations to life, but also helps our young people to 
understand better the nature of the celebration. 
In Work Related Learning, Sainsbury’s is fast becoming a significant partner in our 
Work Experience initiative. Caroline Sanders has nurtured an excellent relationship 
with the group who are extremely keen to help our young people understand the 
real world of work. 
St Joseph’s was invited to make further links with the Cranleigh community when 
the Cranleigh Parish Council invited us to attend their Community Showcase event. 
Simon Jaggard, our head teacher manned the stall promoting St Joseph’s and the 
provision that we have for children and young adults with SEN. He also used the 
event as an opportunity to advertise job vacancies in readiness for the new 
students and residential young people due to join us shortly. 
This week the Senior Leadership Team were very pleased to host a meeting with 
the Surrey Local Authority Commissioning Team who came to visit St Joseph’s to 
catch up with all the latest developments. We enjoy a really productive and 
effective relationship with our closest local authority and it’s always good to be able 
to put faces to the names and voices that are normally on the end of the phone. As 
you would expect they were very pleased to meet several of our young people and 
chat with them about their experience of life at St Joseph’s as well as their personal 
aspirations for the future. 
In other news, we have finally gained planning permission for our lovely Enterprise 
Centre. Carol Davey has worked very hard at ensuring that we could present an 
acceptable project that respected the natural beauty of our surroundings whilst 
remaining cost effective and suitable for our needs. Now Shirley Illsley has her 
work cut out as our fundraiser as she sets about coordinating the fundraising 
efforts so that the plans can become a reality.  
The Enterprise Centre will house a new workshop, a ceramics and craft centre as 
well as a café, providing our students with the opportunity to develop their work 
skills in a quality setting that emulates facilities available to our young people in 
their adult life where they may be able to gain employment. As you can imagine 
this is a really exciting project for us. 
Look out for more information about how you can get involved in our fundraising for 
this project in the near future. 
In the meantime, continue to enjoy the good weather while it lasts 
 
 
With our love and prayers,  
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Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 
 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

NEW  STARTERS  

AND SOME CHANGES  

TO JOB ROLES!  

Congratulations to Emily and Jason; who following successful interviews will be taking 
up new appointments.  

 
Emily Lawler and Jason Roe are now supporting Inclusion as Learning Mentors  

for 3 days a week.  
They will continue to support class as Senior TAs for the remaining 2 days.   

 Lynne Prewer Bull 

TA 

Dorota Goral  
RCW  

Amy Pretorius 
OT Trainee 

Charlie Eustace 
TA 

 

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK 
Rob Edmed - Deputy Team Leader Residential Care 

Sarah Gilbert - Occupational Therapist 

Abigail Andreev 
TA 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

This annual event is for students from special schools in Surrey to try new activities and get a feel for 
what life at a further education college is like. This year’s event took place on Friday 30th April and 
was hosted by Guildford College. Three locations were used – the Guildford College main campus, 
the Merrist Wood site in Worplesdon for animal handling and the Guildford Spectrum Centre for 
sports activities. Students had the opportunity to take part in a variety of workshops in order to 
explore and gain some experience of the different courses that could be available to them once they 
have left St. Joseph’s.  
Students choose two different workshops from a long list provided beforehand by the organisers. All 
the workshops were differentiated so that students from all three of our curriculum pathways could 
find something that they enjoyed and could engage in. For example, at the Guildford College campus 
our students chose between media, singing, drama, cake decorating or playing in a rock band. At 
Merrist Wood all the workshops had a sensory element and involved activities like sensory cooking, 
sensory dance, music and animal handling.   
At the workshops, students had the opportunity to meet students and staff from other schools and to 
participate in new activities. At the end of the day all the schools joined together for a picnic lunch 
party with food prepared by our lovely kitchen staff, the presentation of certificates from the Mayor 
and dancing to the Firestone rock band party.   

The day was really successful and all 
the students enjoyed the opportunity to 
try new activities and meet new 
people.  

Choices & Decisions Day - 30th April 2018 

Meeting  
the Mayor!!  



Warm Weather Activities 
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RESIDENTIAL NEWS 

The warm weather has 
filled everyone with an 
enthusiasm for the outdoors 
and the last few weekends 
have seen many of our 
residential staff, children 
and young people making a 
beeline for the coast or the 
park.  
Stoke Park was especially 
popular with the boys from 
John Bosco.  
 
Refreshments were preceded by a very pleasant and enjoyable stroll around the duck pond and a little 
rest on the bench. Although when it came time for ice cream, Ben discovered that he was suddenly the 
centre of attention from the local wildlife although, of course, it was more likely his ice cream cornet 
they were after. Luckily Anani was on hand to protect Ben and his ice cream from the pesky insects.  

John Paul House girls chose to share 
dinner in the garden and the late evening 
sunshine warmed the air just enough to 
sit and enjoy the meal.   

 
This week they were took their fun to Creams to celebrate Joanna’s birthday with a special visitor 
appearing much to Joanna’s delight.   

Newlands took a 
completely different 
approach to the hot 
sunshine and popped 
over to Guildford’s Air 
Hop.  
The venue is very 
popular with St. 
Joseph’s children and 
young people and it 
was just perfect to 
spend time in the cool, 
huge air conditioned 
warehouses.  
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

During the calendar year, the Church dedicates two months to honouring Mary, the Mother of Jesus. In October 
we think especially of the Holy Rosary, a meditative prayer which uses the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be 
to the Father and reflects on the life of Jesus and Mary. The repetition of the Hail Mary is intended to bring us 
into a meditative space, a little like chanting a mantra. 

In May we are encouraged to honour Mary as Queen of Heaven. Often, people will join in procession with a 
statue of Mary and crown this statue with flowers.  

Mary the Mother of God and Queen of Heaven 

Do Catholics Worship Mary? 

In short, absolutely not!  Worship is due to Almighty God alone. 
 
The Church provides us with a useful distinction which enables us to understand the place of Mary in 
the Church.  
 
We use three Greek terms: LATRIA, DULIA AND HYPERDULIA. Latria is the worship that is due to 
God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We worship Jesus also in the Blessed Sacrament since we 
believe it is the presence of Christ in the consecrated bread and wine. Dulia is the honour we give to 
the saints who dedicated their lives to following Jesus Christ, who often died for their faith and who 
sometimes were not perfect but trusted fully in God to perfect them. Hyperdulia is the very specific 
honour we give to Mary because of her role in salvation. As a young teenage girl, engaged to be 
married, she was told by the Angel Gabriel that she would be the mother of the messiah, the 
promised son of God. Faced with such an awesome undertaking, Mary unhesitatingly gave her 
consent and demonstrated her complete submission to the will of God: ‘Behold I am the handmaid of 
the Lord’. When Luke writes this in Greek, the actual word he uses is ‘the slave girl of the Lord’. 
 
Another title of Mary is the Immaculate Conception. This concerns the conception of Mary herself in 
her mother’s womb, not the Virgin birth of Jesus. God had ordained from the beginning of time that 
Mary would be the mother of His incarnated son. To this end, God gifted Mary with sinlessness; 
hence her conception was immaculate, without stain of sin. Mary’s sinlessness is gift, however, 
whereas the sinlessness of Jesus is by nature of his divinity. 
 
As the Mother of Jesus, she is also the mother of the Church which is his Body. From the Cross, 
Jesus gave Mary to the Church to be its Mother. As a child cries to its mother for comfort and 
protection, so do we, the brothers and sisters of Jesus, the children of God, cry to our Mother in 
heaven. 
 
The Prayer most often used to call on Mary’s help is the ‘Hail Mary’; 
 
Hail Mary, Full of grace, The Lord is with thee 
Blessed art thou among women  
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death 
Amen 



An ancient tradition of the Church has always held that the body of 
Mary did not suffer death or corruption on account of her sinlessness 
and that God would not allow the body of the Mother of God to suffer 
decay.  

Consequently Mary was ‘assumed’ body and soul into heaven. This 
Feast is celebrated on 15th August both in the Catholic tradition and 
the Eastern Orthodox tradition.  

In the Orthodox tradition it is known as the Dormition, the falling 
asleep, of the Virgin. In this eastern tradition, Mary is given the title, 
Theotokos, which means ‘God-bearer’. 

Page 7 St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter 

CATHOLIC LIFE  

Something to make 
you smile……. 

The Assumption of Mary 

Pray for us  
 

O Holy Mother of God 

Our School is dedicated to St Joseph, the spouse of Mary, who 
spent his life in the service and protection of the Holy Family, the 
Incarnate Son of God and the Holy Mother.  
 
We ask Mary our Mother and St Joseph to pray for all our families 
and for our whole school community to grant us all peace and 
safety and confirm us all in love. 

Painting of Our Lady’s Assumption into Heaven by F.J. Navez (1847).   
 
Displayed at St. Michael and St. Gudula Cathedral, in Brussels. 
Photo credited to Renata Sedmakova/Shutterstock.com   

Copies of the painting are common property in the public domain. 
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

Mary the Mother of God Liturgies 

The Catholic Church dedicates the month of May to Mary. 
May falls in the Spring season, a time of new life, with tree 
blossom and flowers emerging from winter dormancy.  This 
time provides the setting for us to remember that Mary 
agreed to receive Jesus into her womb so that he could 
enter the world as a new baby. Mary said - “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; may it be done to me according 
to your word”.  

This week we were delighted to hold liturgies for Mary. 
This included a longstanding custom knows as “May 
Crowning” when statues of Mary are adorned with a 
crown of flowers with more flowers placed around her 
to remind us of Mary’s beauty and grace and her place 
as the Queen of Heaven.  
 

Wednesday 9th May 2018 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Mary the Mother of God Liturgies 

The Liturgy began 
in the Chapel with 
hymns and 
readings; students, 
staff and families  
brought flowers 
which were laid 
beside the statue 
of Mary.  
 
 
 

Once crowned with a 
circlet of flowers, the 
statue of Mary was 
lifted aloft and 
carried out into the 
sunshine.  
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see from the photos, everyone then joined 
the procession around John Bosco Garden, singing 
hymns, scattering flowers and bubbles. 

 The weather was perfect, warm enough to enjoy being 
out in the garden  without being too hot for the staff and 
students carrying the bier.   
Crafted by our wonderful maintenance team last year, 
the wooden bier has been constructed with handles at 
each corner to ensure that when the statue of Mary is 
placed in the centre the weight is evenly spread 
enabling the statue to be carried safely during the 
procession.   
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Work Related Learning + Enterprise 

Sainsbury’s is a popular food retailer, 
and it’s store in Cranleigh although 
not a superstore, it is a reasonable 
sized with a wide variety of products 
and many regular customers. It goes 
without saying therefore that there 
are a great number of tasks that need 
doing by the busy and enthusiastic 
staff.  
We have been fortunate for a number 
of years to have enjoyed a good 
relationship with the staff including 
senior management and those that 
work in recruitment.  

A number of our previous students have had work 
experience placements, offering them the opportunity to 
develop life skills as well as social skills.  Interactions take 
place not only between colleagues but of course with 
customers too.  
Last week, two of our students made separate applications, 
for work placements at Sainsbury’s, Cranleigh. Following a 
review of their paperwork they were invited to the Store for 
interview and on Wednesday of this week, Mackenzie and 
Jake took time to prepare themselves, aware that they 
wanted to make a good impression.  
Both students worked hard with their speech therapists to 
prepare for their interviews. Whilst one was interviewed the 
other waited patiently in Costa. Both students did really 
well at their interviews; Zoe and Ed from Sainsbury’s were 
impressed, and both of them were really pleased to  be 
offered a placement. Mackenzie successfully started this 
week, returning to College with his new Sainbury’s fleece. 
Jake starts on Monday and so excited about it, he tells 
everyone he comes into contact with. 
 
We are very proud of both our students and think they will 
do very well in their first external placements. 

Interview Successes 

Breaking news! Breaking news! Breaking news! Breaking news! 



Page 11 St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Cranleigh Community Showcase 

On Saturday 28th April St. Joseph’s took part in the Cranleigh Parish 
Council Community Showcase.  The event was organised to 
accommodate local organisations from across the village who work in 
Education, Health, Leisure and the Arts. The invitation to exhibit was 
extended to those in both the corporate, public and voluntary fields and 
we were pleased to accept the invitation and join in the village initiative.  
 
Along with other local businesses we set up our pop-up stand in the 
Village Hall and took advantage of the wonderful opportunity to meet 
with each other and of course visitors to the event. We met old friends 
and supporters of St. Joseph’s such as Richard Womack of Manns of 
Cranleigh department store. Other visitors to our stand included retired 
staff member Jane Pearson who stopped by and we gave a friendly 
nod to our collaborators from Jigsaw.  It was an excellent opportunity to 
highlight the employment and career opportunities to be forged at St. 
Joseph’s and many visitors walked away with a copy of our new 
promotional postcard.  
 
Thank you to the Parish Council for their continued enthusiasm and 
support for St. Joseph’s and we wish their Chairman, Mary 
Foryszewski, every success as she moves onto her new role as Deputy 
Mayor of Waverly. 

St. Joseph’s observe Remembrance Day and last November  
students and staff planted our own poppy garden and as always 
observed 2 minutes silence. It is always a very moving event. 
 
In March, Steve (Site Manager at St Joseph’s) and his wife were 
visiting family in Little Hereford in Shropshire. They ventured into the 
very interesting and picturesque town of Hereford; finding lots to 
visit, do, look at, buy, browse, eat and drink. Whilst out and about 
they discovered the Cathedral, and not to be one to pass up an 
opportunity to have a look around, they entered the grounds. 
“WOWWWWWW” – they were amazed at the most spectacular 
sight of 5,500 red poppies cascading out of a tiny roof window, falling 
to the ground and spilling out across the lawn.  They had stumbled 
onto the Poppy Tour from the world famous display previously 
installed at the Tower of London.   
 
Coincidentally we will be celebrating 100 years of The Royal Air 
Force as part of our History Day on Friday 15th June.  
 
Further information can be found at www.1418now.org.uk/commissions/poppies/locations. The website 
will tell you where the travelling poppies can be found; it is well worth a look. 888,246 handmade 
poppies were made in total, one for every person who gave their life in the 1914-18 World War, and no 
two poppies are the same!   

History Tour - Poppies  

http://www.1418now.org.uk/commissions/poppies/locations
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

We are busy planning our Grounds Day and looking forward to families & friends of students & staff, 
and our community gardeners joining together to complete the  following projects which will enhance 
our amazing environment.  
 

 Setting up the St Joseph’s orienteering course on site including an opportunity to try out some 

map and compass skills with a St Joseph’s treasure hunt 

 Renewing the bark path to the wildlife pond  

 Renewing/re-painting the lettering to the wildlife area  

 
As always we will provide refreshments and finish with a shared lunch at 12.15pm.  
 
To help us with catering numbers, please let the office know if you will be attending; by phone on  
01483 272449  or email on office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk   
 

Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you! 

Saturday 12th May : 10am - 1pm : Grounds Day  

Autism Show 2018 

We will be hosting a stand at the  upcoming 
Autism Show at the ExCel  in London. Please 
note that buying tickets in advance offers a 
worthwhile discount. 
 
Day tickets are as follows; 
Online  
Adult  £15 Concession £14 
 
On the Door  
Adult £19 Concession £18 
 
For more information  
http://london.autismshow.co.uk  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Fri 15th & Sat 16th June  

http://www.london.autismshow.co.uk
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 COMMUNITY NEWS  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Disabled Living, a charity based in 
Manchester are organising a free 
event in May. It will be held in Hall 
1 of the Farnborough International 
Exhibition & Conference Centre.  

Sibs, the charity that support brothers and sisters of 
disabled children have organised a workshop for 
parents. It will be held at the YMCA East Surrey YMCA 
Sovereign Centre, Slipshatch Road, Reigate, Surrey, 
RH2 8HA on June 20th, 2018 from 10am-2.30pm. 
 
The sibling relationship is often the longest lasting 
relationship that people have, longer than the relationship that parents have with their 
children. Siblings need to be acknowledged in their own right as children and young people 
and also for the role they play within their families. 
This workshop is designed to help parents of disabled children find ways of giving attention, 
information, and support to the other children in their families. Parents will gain insight into 
siblings’ needs and experiences and get practical ideas for supporting them. The workshop 
will be led by Monica McCaffrey, Chief Executive of Sibs, the UK charity for brothers and 
sisters of disabled children and adults.  
A discretionary donation of up to £10 is requested for registering to attend this session.  
 
Please contact Sandhya Gulati, Face2Face Coordinator, YMCA East Surrey 
Sandhya.gulati@ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk or the Sovereign Centre on 01737 222859, for 
registering and further details.  

17th May 2018 

20th June 2018 
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THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Numeracy Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge. 
 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 
completed puzzles to Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 
 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 

Email: office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 
publish the names of any successful winners in the 
newsletter.   

Literacy For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, the  newsletters for the 

long, hopefully warm Summer term will feature an activity that we could enjoy on or near 
the beach! 
You are invited to make as many words from the following phrase, as you can.  This 
week the phrase to start with is;   
 

“Body Boarding” 

   1    4  

1 9 5   8    

3 4   2  1  9 

   9 1  5   

6  9 8  2 4  7 

  1  3 4    

2  8  4   7 1 

   7   8 3 2 

 1    9    
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Suncream - stress reduction strategies! 
 
The sunshine has arrived which means children are having to apply suncream. This can cause issues 
for many children with sensory processing disorders who are tactile defensive. Here are some tips to 
make the experience less stressful. 

 

 If your child is able, have a conversation about why we use suncream and the importance of it 
to keep us healthy and keep us safe. Children can be less willing to accept the suncream if they 
cannot understand why it is being applied. Start this conversation before the suncream is due to 
be applied (e.g.: talking about the weather the night before at dinner) to allow the children 
processing time for this. 

 

 Spray suncreams can feel less greasy or oily than lotion suncreams. Consider using all-day 
brands to reduce the number of times that it will need to be applied. 

 

 If your child will accept wearing a rash vest and/or hat, this will reduce the areas needed to 
apply the suncream. Try and avoid direct sunlight between 11am-3pm. Children with sensory 
processing difficulties can struggle to identify when they are too hot or cold so may need you to 
guide them to drink water, spend time out of the sun and wear appropriate clothing.  

 

 Encourage your child to apply the suncream themselves. If they are in control of the tactile 
input, they are more able to self-regulate and may be more willing to apply the suncream. If this 
is not possible, consider turning it into a game (e.g.: encourage them to complete the Macarena 
dance, each time applying suncream to their arms, chest and face, or complete Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes with suncream applied to each body part.) 

Occupational Therapy Tip - Tactile defensive 

THERAPY NEWS 

Speech & Language -  App 

 

Guess the Person  
 

 
Free version available.  

 
By R.W Buckingham and S Finoulst (Free) 

 
 
Guess The Person? Is a fun way to work on 
questioning and descriptive language. It 
supports students to develop their question 
form and supports development of descriptive 
vocabulary.  

 
 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/guess-the-person-hd-free/id515909521?mt=8   

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/guess-the-person-hd-free/id515909521?mt=8
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 25th May 2018. 

MAY  

Saturday 12th 
10am - 1.00pm St. Joseph’s Spring Grounds Day (including lunch) 
VISITORS WELCOME  

Wednesday 16th  
12.45pm St. Cuthbert’s Assembly  
Friends and Families of St Cuthbert’s Students are all welcome. 

 
10.30 - 12.00noon Family Coffee Morning 
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 17/18th  Group A - Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition - Day 1&2 

Friday 18th  Rocksteady Foundation Workshop   

 Good Samaritan Pilgrimage to Arundel Cathedral 

Wednesday 23rd  
12.45pm & 2.30pm Ascension & Pentecost Liturgy + Procession  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 24th  
7th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students 
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

Friday 25th  
Last Day of Summer (1) Term  
Students to depart at 3.00pm 

June  

Monday 4th  
First Day of Summer (2) Term  
Students to arrive at 9.30am 

Tuesday 5th  Lady Taverners’ Trip to Chessington for Leavers Classes 

Thursday 14/15th  Group B - Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition - Day 1&2 

Friday 15th  History Day - Celebrating Centenary of the RAF 

Friday 15/16th  Autism Show at the Excel Centre, London 

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 
each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


