
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 
 
The weather continues to provide us with plenty of topics for discussion. It is quite 
incredible to think that a few weeks ago staff were asking whether we should close 
our Adventure Playground due to the ground being excessively wet, only to be 
warning everyone to apply sun cream lotion and stay hydrated last week, right 
through to trying to find the thermals and re-start the central heating again this 
week! 

It already feels like Easter was an age ago. 
Through my special connections I was able to 
arrange for the Easter Bunny to take a break 
during his busiest day of the year and come 
especially to St Joseph’s with me on Easter 
Sunday Morning with help from Joey Bear for 
those young people who are resident with us 
during the holiday. 

There are many other lovely pictures in this 
newsletter, particularly our Resurrection Liturgy. 

We celebrated Jesus rising again from the dead after three days. 
We also joyfully sang ‘Alleluia’ again after being without it through 
the whole of Lent. All finished off with delicious homemade 
shortbread biscuits by our lovely kitchen staff. 

Those of you into ‘shabby chic’ furniture may be interested in a new 
Enterprise initiative that has started at St Joseph’s enabling you to 
acquire a bespoke item at a very reasonable cost.  

We have now received our planning permission for the new Enterprise and Skills 
Centre which once it is created, will enable the entrepreneurial spirit of our many 
Enterprise schemes to really flourish. It will provide excellent real life work 
experience training for our students and young adults and the wider SEN 
community. We just have the huge task now of fundraising for this exciting project 
in order to make it a reality. 

Looking forward to brighter days and warmer weather, I cannot recommend highly 
enough our Grounds Day for you, your family, other relatives and friends. This 
community based activity always has such a lovely collaborative feel as we all work 
on improvement and development projects in our wonderful grounds. It’s a fantastic 
outdoors activity where you can join together in a relaxed and productive setting. 
Our kitchen staff provide us with refreshments throughout including finishing off 
with a homemade soup lunch made with produce that has been grown in our own 
horticulture area. I look forward to seeing as many of you as are able to join us for 
the morning on the 12th May. 

With our love and prayers,  
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Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 

 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

NEW  STARTERS  

Michelle Viswanathan 
TA 

Sasha McCartney 
TA 

Sheila Walker 
TA 

Cara  Bills 
TA 

AND SOME CHANGES  

Hayley and her partner are delighted to 
announce the arrival of baby Arthur.   
Arthur arrived early last weekend weighing 
in at 5lb 8½ oz. Mummy and baby are doing 
fine and Arthur is very keen to get home 
and settled in!!   

Pip has returned from her maternity leave and 
will support students on Tuesdays; Mandy who 
has covered Pip’s maternity leave is now 
joining us permanently to support students on 
Wednesdays.  

Sue Cox 
STA 

Claire Smith 
TA 

NEW 

BABY 

On a lovely spring day at the start of the 
Easter holiday Jessica and Christopher 

celebrated their 
marriage, with 

families and 
friends.   

Governors & Staff 
are delighted  to 

extend their 
warmest 

congratulations to 
the new  

Mr & Mrs Pitts. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
WEDDING  

BELLS 



St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter Page 4 

RESIDENTIAL NEWS 

The Spring Term finished on Thursday 
28th March and the afternoon saw most 
of our  students depart in their taxis or 
family transport to spend the holiday 
away from St. Joseph’s.  
 
However a lucky few suddenly find 
when the dust settles that they have St. 
Joseph’s  amazing and extensive 
grounds all to themselves! 

 
It would appear though that 
there was another individual at 
large during the holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Somehow despite restricted 
access through the main gate it 
appeared that either a secretive 
Easter Bunny or perhaps a 
strange chocolate chicken had 
also been enjoying our 
fabulous environment.  
They had been very careless 
and dropped little chocolate 
eggs in the most surprising 
places.   
 

 
Luckily our intrepid young 
people were more than a 
match for the visitor and they 
were prepared to search 
ruthlessly for each and every 
hidden treasure.  
In the end their enthusiasm 
saw them racing between 
obstacles reaching high and 
low to retrieve the delicious 
stashed eggs.  

Easter Egg Hunting 



Easter Holiday Activities 
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RESIDENTIAL NEWS 

The two week break was filled with children, young people and staff undertaking activities based here 
at St. Joseph’s; exploring the grounds including the wonderful woodland sculptures, the wildlife area 
and the huge playing fields.  

With advanced planning and budgeting we were also able to venture further afield and as you can see 
from the photos, enormous fun was had by everyone, even though sometimes it was a little 
frightening.  We found that facing and overcoming  the challenges of zipwiring and abseiling at Go Ape 
added real value to the day. Of course some of the events that we took part in were purely for pleasure 
and we took great delight in the rides and distractions at Birdworld, Legoland and Chessington. 
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

Do, please, make a note of when your child’s class assembly is taking place. They will always be on a 
Wednesday during one of the singing Assembly slots. We appreciate that many of you are some distance away 
and many will have work commitments, but if you can take the time to come then you will be most welcome to 

St Philip’s Assembly focussed on St Philip 
Howard. He  was the Earl of Arundel and 

Surrey.  
Queen Elizabeth did not like him because he 

was a Catholic. In 1585 he was captured, 
arrested and placed in the Tower of London 

until his death. 
In 1929, he was included among the English 
martyrs blessed in 1970 by Pope Paul VI. 

Class Assemblies - a reminder 

St David’s Assembly was close 
to St. Patrick’s Day and they 
celebrated the story of St. 

Patrick; how he banished the 
snakes from Ireland.  

The students delivered a 
wonderful assembly involving 
great audience participation.  

St John’s Class 
Assembly saw 

the pupils 
sharing the story 

of the Good 
Samaritan 

Spring Term Assemblies 



The season of Easter is the greatest and most important season of the Church’s year. We celebrate the 
passion, death and the resurrection of Jesus. As St Paul tells us, if Jesus Christ has not been raised 
then our faith is hopeless. Christ’s death destroyed death and the hold that sin held over all creation. In 
his resurrection Jesus has restored our life, the life God intended us to have from the beginning of 
creation. 
Because it is the greatest feast, the Easter season lasts for fifty days culminating with the feast of 
Pentecost which commemorates the sending of the Holy Spirit to complete Jesus’ work of redemption. 
Long after the Easter eggs have been cleared from supermarket shelves, the Church still calls us to 
ponder the mystery of Christ’s saving act. The Liturgy of the Word presents us with the many post 
resurrection appearances of Jesus to his disciples, confirming them in their faith and teaching them to 
understand the scriptures more deeply. We hear of Thomas who refused to believe Jesus was alive 
until he had touched Jesus’ wounds and those comforting words of Jesus: “You believe because you 
can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.” 
Founded upon the resurrection of Jesus, the Christian faith is one of profound hope. It does not mean 
that bad things cannot happen to us, that we and others will not suffer. We all experience difficulty in 
our lives, but Christians believe that Jesus has won the victory and that “nothing can separate us from 
the love of God in Jesus Christ” (St Paul). 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

In case you didn’t know, some saints were well-known for having a good sense 
of humour. Philip Neri (“the Humorous Saint”), Francis De Sales, and Teresa of 
Avila, for instance, are not only known for their exemplary lives, but also 
because they certainly knew how to use a proper joke to good effect. But one 
doesn’t need to go all the way back to the 16th and 17th centuries to find 
examples of good church humour. For instance, it is said that when a journalist 
asked Blessed John XXIII (pope from 1958 to 1963) how many people work in 
the Vatican, the pope paused, thought for a bit and replied, “About half of them.” 

Something to make you smile……. 

The Season of Easter 

The Paschal Candle 

On the night of Holy Saturday, the eve of Easter Sunday, a special, 
tall candle is lit from a fire which is blessed.  
 

This candle is called the Paschal Candle and 
represents the Risen Christ.  

 
It is marked with a cross into which are placed five pins representing 
the wounds of Christ. Above and below the cross are the Greek 
letters alpha and omega, the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet, symbolising that Jesus is the beginning and the end of all 
things. The candle is lit for every liturgy throughout the Easter 
season. After Pentecost, it is placed near the font and is used at 
every baptism throughout the year. The newly baptised receive the 
‘light of Christ’ through the new life of baptism. 
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

Our Resurrection Liturgy 

In our last newsletter, we shared photos of our Lenten 
Liturgies, during which we celebrated both the joyous 
Palm Sunday Procession and then of course we 
suffered with Jesus in the solemn period of the Holy 
Week liturgies. The week culminated in our re-
enactment of the Last Supper and Stations of the Cross, 
with Lee from St. John’s Class taking the role of Jesus.  
At the end of the liturgy, everyone left the chapel in 
silence having re-enacted the suffering and death and 
burial of Jesus.  

 
 
The Easter Holidays saw staff, students and families sharing some special time 
with their own families and friends, away from school and work. The students left 
on Maundy Thursday in March and didn't return until Tuesday 17th April which 
allowed us all to enjoy nearly 3 weeks break.  
The weeks in between were a time to rest and rejuvenate and indeed nature 
seemed to have the same idea! 
On our return to school there is a noticeable change in the flora and fauna of the 
beautiful grounds of St. Joseph’s. Even the evenings don’t seem quite so dark 
quite so early! Spring has certainly sprung!!  

Easter Morning!!! 
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CATHOLIC LIFE 

Our Resurrection Liturgy 

On Wednesday 18th April, the whole 
school gathered again in the Chapel to 
celebrate the highlight of the Christian 
year; 

The Resurrection!!  
Together with Lee, we re-enacted Jesus 
rising from the tomb. The chapel 
resounded with the joyful songs of the 
Gloria and the Alleluia, both of which 
were silenced during Lent. We lit our own 
Paschal Candle which has a tree design 
on it as well as the cross and Greek 
letters. The tree makes a nice link with 
our own School and College logo. 
Everyone sang with gusto and at the end 
enjoyed a flower shaped biscuit made by 
Alison and her team.   

HE IS 
RISEN 

 
ALLELUIA!! 
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Work Related Learning + Enterprise 

Joe starts each week with a visit to 
the bakery where he is improving his 
already considerable cooking skills 
with a mini enterprise activity. He is 
baking a variety of sweet and 
savoury bites for all his class team to 
enjoy at Candle Time.  

So far Joe has made bread rolls and a loaf and also some small cakes. 
He helps with every stage of the process learning how to weigh accurately, 
learning different techniques such as beating, whisking, kneading and folding 
the mixture. He is a master of the sieve, wasting none of the flour as he does 
it. He is gaining confidence  each week but still likes a little support when 
spooning the cake mix into the cases. 
He has responsibility for turning the cooker on and setting the timer for the 
cooking process. He then returns in the afternoon to collect his baking and 
distribute it amongst the staff and students to celebrate the achievements of 
the day at Candle Time.  

St Nicolas’ class have been working with Magda to create these lovely 
cards in their enterprise lessons. When they have been completed and 
pass quality control the cards are displayed for sale at the reception 
desk or delivered to people who have made specific orders. 
Behind the scenes is a hive of activity. All the students participate in all 
the tasks undertaken to complete a card. By the second session all 

students could work the Cuttlebug which is a device that cuts out all the shapes with precision.  
Although there is a sample card created to support the students, we have found that they have used 
their own artistic flare to make each one original. They certainly are very industrious throughout the 
lesson. Next week they are going to make some caterpillar cards and learn how to emboss card on 

the Cuttlebug so watch out for those at reception.   

Mini Enterprise 
Bakery with Joe 

Card Enterprise : St Nicolas 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Work Related Learning + Enterprise 

Following a special commission in January to upcycle an old piece of 
pine furniture, St. David’s set themselves a timetable to wash, sand, 
paint an undercoat and a top coat, distress and finally seal the unit ready 
for sale.  
The photos are a great representation of each sub-stage and show how 
thorough the students were in their application.  
Visitors to the workshop were very impressed with the final piece and 
extended their congratulations to St. David’s  and their hard work.  
Well done, Zain, Robbie and Colm. 

This first piece of furniture has now completed it’s “Shabby Chic”  makeover 
and is ready for sale. It is solid upcycled pine and all offers over £70 are 
welcome. 
 

 
 

The Summer term will see St. Martha’s leading the upcycling 
Enterprise.  
They are currently working on a pair of bedside tables and a 
headboard in grey. They will be on sale soon. 
We have also had a generous donation from a family who 
are downsizing so we will have two cupboards, a corner unit, 
shelves and a DVD storage unit to work on. 
The students will take on small commissions and will be able 
to quote you the prices for materials.  

“Shabby Chic” - update from St David’s Class 

“Shabby Chic” - a commission for  
St Martha’s Class 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

School Photographer  - Thursday 10th May 2018 

We are busy planning our Grounds Day and 
looking forward to families & friends of students 
& staff, and our community gardeners joining 
together to complete the  following projects 
which will enhance our amazing environment.  
 

 Setting up the St Joseph’s orienteering 

course on site including an opportunity to 
try out some map and compass skills with 
a St Joseph’s treasure hunt 

 Renewing the bark path to the wildlife 

pond  

 Renewing/re-painting the lettering to the 

wildlife area  
 
As always we will provide refreshments and 
finish with a shared lunch at 12.15pm.  
 
If possible, to help us with catering numbers, 
please let the office know if you will be 
attending; by phone  or email on  
 
01483 272449 or 
office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 

Everyone is welcome and we 
look forward to seeing you! 

On Thursday 10th May St. Joseph’s will be hosting a visit from 
the School Photographer.  
This is a lovely opportunity for individual photos to be taken of 
the students for display around the school and of course packs 
will be available for families to purchase if they wish.  
Additionally we will we will hope to take a photo of the whole 
school cohort.  
Staff and Students gather together in the orchard and the 
photographer climbs a ladder in the hope that he can squeeze 
us all into a single shot! 
 
To support your young person feeling as comfortable as possible in their photo, we are happy for you to 
send in a favourite toy or special item which will then also appear in the picture.   

Grounds Day -  
Saturday 12th May  

10am - 1pm 

Autism Show 
Fri 15th & Sat 16th June  

We will be hosting a stand at the  upcoming 
Autism Show at the ExCel  in London. Please 
note that buying tickets in advance offers a 
worthwhile discount - Day tickets are 
Online   Adult  £15 Concession £14 
On the Door Adult £19 Concession £18
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

COMMUNITY NEWS - 17th May 2018 

Disabled Living, a charity based in Manchester are organising a free event in May in Hall 1 of the 
Farnborough International Exhibition & Conference Centre.  
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THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Numeracy - Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge. 
 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 
completed puzzles to Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 
 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 

Email: office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 
publish the names of any successful winners in the 
newsletter.   

Literacy - For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, the  newsletters for 

the long, hopefully warm Summer term will feature an activity that we could enjoy on or 
near the beach! 
You are invited to make as many words from the following phrase, as you can.  This 
week the phrase to start with is;   
 

“Fossil Hunting” 

   1    4  

1 9 5   8    

3 4   2  1  9 

   9 1  5   

6  9 8  2 4  7 

  1  3 4    

2  8  4   7 1 

   7   8 3 2 

 1    9    



Page 15 St. Joseph’s Specialist School  & College  Newsletter 

Put The Glass Down 

A thought for you all……………………………………………..   

‘A professor was giving a lecture to his students on stress management. He raised a glass of water and 
asked the audience ‘How heavy do you think this glass of water is?’   The students gave a range of 
answers.    

It does not matter on the absolute weight.   It depends on how long you hold it.   If I hold it for a minute, 
it is okay.   If I hold it for an hour, I will have an ache in my right arm.    If I hold it for a day, you will 
have to call an ambulance.   It is the exact same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it 
becomes.   If we carry our burdens all the time, sooner or later, we will not be able to carry on as the 
burden becomes increasingly heavier.   What you have to do is PUT THE GLASS DOWN, rest for a 
while before holding it up again.   We have to put down the burden periodically so that we can be 
refreshed and are able to carry on. 

Author unknown 

Occupational Therapy Tip - Mindfulness Exercise 

THERAPY NEWS 

Speech & Language -  App 

 

Describe it to me  
 

By Smarty Ears at £9.99 

Describe it to me develops semantic knowledge to support the development 
of vocabulary with a deeper level of understanding of each word. 
The app is set out like a game show and asks students to answer questions 
about the following: 

 Function 

 Location 

 Category 

 Parts 

 Visuals 

 Extras  
This supports development of both expressive and receptive language. 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 11th May 2018. 

MAY  

Wednesday 2nd  
12.45pm St. Patrick’s Assembly  
Friends and Families of St Patrick’s Students are all welcome. 

 
2.30pm St. Martha’s Assembly  
Friends and Families of St Martha’s Students are all welcome. 

Wednesday 9th  
12.45pm & 2.30pm Mary the Mother of Jesus Liturgy + Procession  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 10th School Photographer 

 SSSSA Girls’ Football Tournament 

Saturday 12th 
10am - 1.00pm St. Joseph’s Spring Grounds Day (including lunch) 
VISITORS WELCOME  

Wednesday 16th  
12.45pm St. Cuthbert’s Assembly  
Friends and Families of St Cuthbert’s Students are all welcome. 

 
10.30 - 12.00noon Family Coffee Morning 
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 17/18th  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition - Day 1&2 

Friday 18th  Rocksteady Foundation Workshop   

 Good Samaritan Pilgrimage to Arundel Cathedral 

Wednesday 23rd  
12.45pm & 2.30pm Ascension & Pentecost Liturgy + Procession  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 24th  
7th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students 
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

Friday 25th  
Last Day of Summer (1) Term  
Students to depart at 3.00pm 

June  

Monday 4th  
First Day of Summer (2) Term  
Students to arrive at 9.30am 

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 
each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


