
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 
 
Well the snow week was exciting!  

When I reassured staff that during our first cold spell, that 
before we would know it, it would be hot enough to prompt 
requests for air conditioning units hot; I really didn’t think the 
weather would turn even colder as quickly as it has.  
Right across all of our settings, education, residential care and 
supported living staff showed the true spirit and ethos of St 
Joseph’s as they made every reasonable effort to battle 
through side streets and country lanes to support our very real 
need of safe staffing levels. Thank you so much to all of our 
families who were able to keep students at home to support 
this.   
We have some lovely photos of the snow and a really 
impressive one of one of the icicles that formed. Friday 
Residential Care shift workers were welcomed with cheers and 
rounds of applause as they arrived one by one in a steady 
thick downfall of snow. Once we had everyone we needed to 
safely staff the weekend, the education day staff made their 
own ways home, and finally I left too, stopping only to capture 
the snowy scene before driving at 5mph all the way to 
Broadbridge Heath until I got to the gritted and salted main roads. 
World Book Day had to be cancelled, but we re-scheduled this much loved event 
for this week. Our theme was following our new curriculum Pathways and St 
Joseph’s had a number of Explorers, Discoverers and Adventurers in very 
impressive costumes as well as a fabulous cake made by our kitchen staff to 
celebrate.   
It already feels like ages ago that we held our Ash Wednesday liturgy to mark the 
season of Lent, but we now only have just under three weeks left until the Easter 
break!  We will celebrate St Joseph’s Feast day with a mass lead by our Bishop 
Richard. The final week of term will see us host 2 events; Palm Sunday Liturgy with 
Chester the donkey from Wintershall joining us for this lovely celebration of Jesus’ 
entrance into Jerusalem and Last Supper Liturgy  where we remember Jesus’ final 
messages to his friends before we re-enact the journey that he took to Calvary. 
Both Lenten liturgies are fully interactive and provide a rich experience of these 
significant events in the year of the church. You are very welcome to come and join 
us for these services and bring your extended family and friends. I would 
recommend comfortable shoes for walking outdoors around the grounds for both 
as well as warm clothes. Hopefully some of you will have time to meet with the 
Bishop for refreshments after our mass, and with me after the Lenten Liturgies.  
 

With our love and prayers, 
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Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 
 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

NEW STARTERS 

AND SOME NEW APPOINTMENTS  

Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

Louise Giacomelli 
Teaching Assistant 

Daniel Medeiros 
Teaching Assistant 

Lorna Welbelove 
Occupational Therapist  

Marc Gutierrez 
Residential Support 

Joe Dorman 
Teaching Assistant 

Isobel Scott 
Now a Residential Support 

Worker  

Marcus Bierton 
Gardener 

Gabriella Sarosi-Benns 
Now a Teaching Assistant 
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STAFF NEWS cont’d 

 

 

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK 
Charlotte (Lottie) Taylor - Residential Care  

 
Georgina (Georgie) Linscottt - Therapies 

 
Joe Kettle - Education Inclusion 

 
Nickie Voice - Education 

 
Jane Wang - Education 

 
Mary Kelsey from Springvale Supported Living has chosen to remain at home 

following her maternity leave.  

BABY ARRIVAL 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

Since the last Newsletter, in the course of just one month, St. 
Joseph’s Staff & Governors have been delighted to extend 
their congratulations to 3 of our staff on the safe arrival of  
their baby boys!!! 
Matt Peters and his wife, Istvan Toth and his wife, and Emma 
Dasey and her husband have each seen their families 
expand to the tune of one beautiful, bouncing, baby boy.  

We are pleased to share, that after a short stay in hospital, each Mummy & Baby are now all 
home and doing well.  
 
Welcome to the extended St. Joseph’s Family: Ollie, Joseph Noah and Kristof. 



WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

Describe yourself in five words: Caring, Empathetic, Determined, Happy and Silly 

What’s top of your to-do list? Travel more…………... 

What’s your favourite biscuit? Chocolate Digestive 

What’s your top holiday destination? Malta 

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million? Bungee Jump 

Who would play you in a film of your 
life? 

Al Pacino!! 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES 

The celebrity I’d most like to have as 
a teacher at my school is: 

Nelson Mandela 

As a child I wanted to grow up to be: A Nurse! 

My most embarrassing moment in 
school: 

….. not telling!! 

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s: To enjoy life, love, live and be happy 

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but: I love  SHEEP!!! 

Tell us your best joke:  

Knock Knock?        Who’s there? 
 
Lettuce!                   Lettuce Who? 
 
Lettuce in, it’s freezing out here!!  

Twelve things about: Sharon Boyd-Gibb - Teacher 
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 LOCAL AUTHORITY NEWS 

A letter of Congratulations from Surrey County Council  

We were delighted to receive a letter from 
Surrey County Council congratulating us on 
our Outstanding judgement.  
 
This achievement would 
not be possible without 
the support of our 
students and their 
families.  
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Cranfold Confederation Arts Workshop 

St Joseph’s is a member of the Cranfold Confederation of Schools, a group of 12 Schools, including 
Infants,  Primary and Secondary Mainstream and Specials Needs Schools within the Cranleigh and 
Guildford Area.  
The group meets regularly to work towards common goals;  
1. To work in partnership as a group 
2. To share expertise, resources and facilities with innovative 

training opportunities for staff and governors 
3. To ensure smooth transition between key stages and  
4. To support the most vulnerable children in our community to 

narrow the gap in attainments and well-being.  
 
On Tuesday 6th February, we were delighted to greet approximately 
fifty delegates from the Confederation for an Event here at St. 
Joseph’s. Our Arts based Workshop would include Music, Art and 
DT. The visiting teachers, head-teachers and specialist staff were 
given a tour of the school and an introductory talk by Elizabeth 
Lickiss, Arts Faculty lead, about our work and facilities in such a 
unique location.  Following this the delegates went to a variety of 
workshops aimed at inspiring and encouraging new ways of 
approaching subjects in both mainstream and special needs 
schools. The workshops run by Kathryn Hitchings (Art), Lloyd 
Hurrell (Music) and Bill Sharkey (DT) were enjoyed by all and 
provided our visitors with a valuable opportunity to reflect, discuss 
and share new ideas.  
During their visit delegates also heard from Louise Grundy our 
current Artist in Residence. They were equally fascinated to hear 
more about our music recording, radio and media work.  The 
exchange of knowledge between St. Joseph’s and the delegates will 
support the development of new relationships and contacts with 
other educational professionals, widening the possible opportunities 
available to all our students.  The enthusiasm displayed by our 
visitors for the work we do at St Josephs was an uplifting and 
hugely encouraging experience for everyone.   
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Lent is a 40 day long season in the Church’s liturgical year which marks the 
period of preparation for the celebration of Easter. The 40 day period mirrors 
that of Jesus’ own time in the desert in preparation for the beginning of His 
ministry and that in turn marks the 40 years in which the people of Israel 
wandered through the desert, as God formed them into His people. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Traditionally, people ‘give up’ something as a 
means of self-control, self-sacrifice and often use the money saved to give to 
charity. The three key disciplines we are called to exercise in Lent are Fasting, 
Prayer and Giving. 
 
Home Tips for Lent 
 
1 Promise to say a grace before meals every day: 
 

‘Lord Jesus, bless our home and bless our meal,  
give us strength to share everything with those in hunger and need. Amen’ 

 
2 Choose a charity to support.   CAFOD the Catholic overseas aid charity,  
     Missio,  
However there are so many and you may have a specific favourite charity. If 
you have given up something, e.g. sweets, then the money saved could go to 
your chosen charity. 
 
3        Set aside a few minutes a day for quiet reflection, mindfulness or prayer.  

Welcome to our Catholic Life page!  
As Leader of Catholic Life at St. Joseph’s, I hope to share with you through this regular 
feature, what we have been doing in our liturgies. It will also offer some faith ideas for 
families at home and information on upcoming events and celebrations. 

 CATHOLIC LIFE 

 
St Joseph’s Day Mass                           Wednesday 21

st
 March   10am 

Palm Sunday Liturgy                       Monday 26
th
 March        2pm 

Last Supper and the Way of the Cross   Wednesday 28
th
 March     2pm 

LENT 

UPCOMING LITURGIES 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

CLASS ASSEMBLIES 

Our thanks go to Lee Broomfield and St John’s class for the first of our class assemblies which we are 
introducing this term. St John’s class presented the parable of the Good Samaritan to us and shared 
with us their thoughts on how they could be ‘good neighbours’. Below is a table detailing the dates and 
times of forthcoming assemblies for each class. 
 

Class Assembly Rota : Spring 2 to Summer 2 2018 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
 

CLASS Date  Time and Venue 

St John’s 28.02.17 1245 Chapel 

St Martha 07.03.18 1430 Chapel 

St Phillip 14.03.18 1245 Chapel 

St David  14.03.18 1430 Chapel 

St Nicholas  25.04.18 1430 Chapel 

St Patrick   
   

02.05.18 1245 Chapel 

St George 02.05.18 1430 Chapel 

St Cuthbert  16.05.18 1430 Chapel 

St Andrew 13.06.18 1430 Chapel 

St Christopher 27.06.18 1245 Chapel 

St Clare 04.07.18  1245 Chapel 

Leavers 1 and 2 TBC    

How do you make holy water?   Boil the hell out of it! 

And of course a little joke to put a smile on your face! 
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In line with schools up and down the country and across the world, St. Joseph’s celebrated the 
wonderful power of words on World Book Day 2018. Our theme was Explorers, Discoverers and 
Adventurers and it seemed the fantastic stories of arctic expeditions had come to life in front of our 
very eyes. As the weather closed in and with the dual dilemma of our remote 
location and further warnings from the Met Office, Annie and the SLT agreed 
that it would be an “adventure” too far to ask families and taxis to risk the 
journey to and from school. The decision was made to postpone our World 
Book Day to this week.  

Our planning in anticipation of the event had included a wonderful cake 
made and decorated by Vicky in the kitchen and was shared by residential 
and day students who could not stay safely at home and, of course, the staff 
who battled the elements and managed to get to work to support them. 
Fortunately, Alison and her team very graciously made more cake and staff, 
students and visitors were all offered a slice for their pudding at lunch time.  
As always it was delicious, and well received by all our “Explorers, 
Discoverers and Adventurers”. For us World Book Day was celebrated just 
yesterday and as you can see from the photos, the week’s delay did not dent 
our enthusiasm and students and staff turned out in a myriad of costumes; it 
was fun guessing the book or individual that they were identifying with.  

World Book Day 

 CURRICULUM NEWS 
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

World Book Day 

 

Amanda, from Business & Admin dressed as Elsie Knocker, in the 
authentic dress of a member of the Women’s Emergency Corps 
from the Great War. Jackie (also Admin) dressed as Grandpa with 
Roo from the novel “The Last Polar Bear” and Lauren (Literacy –
STA) was resplendent in a Rainbow Fish outfit. Sir Ranulph 
Feinnes, Indianna Jones and a whole host of explorers and 
adventurers appeared all over the school. Lauren and her team 
were well supported by the CoffeeEsta Enterprise Group and there 
was plenty of popcorn, coffee and squash prepared for the 
afternoon film show. The school hall was arranged as a Cinema by 
the maintenance team and invitations were extended to everyone to 
come and watch the wonderful film UP!  



Easter Holiday Activities  
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Sayers Croft have some upcoming events perfect for nature loving children.  
 
This evening (9th March) they are hosting “The Talk on the Wild Side”. An opportunity to meet the 
resident animals of Hydestile Animal Hospital. Adults and children will learn 
about owls, hedgehogs, ferrets and rabbits and watch as they scurry about 
the hall.  
 
Also starting after Easter is a weekly Woodland Explorer Club. This 6 week 
programme follows the Forest School approach and is perfect for children 
who love getting outdoors and exploring the woods. 
 
For more information please contact   
 
trust@sayers-croft.org.uk or visit the Sayers Croft Trust website.  

PUZZLE CORNER 

Literacy 
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will 
feature a word puzzle based around our Pathway Headings; Explorers, Discoverers 
and Adventurers.  These titles are also linked to the theme for our upcoming World 
Book Day. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as you 
can.  In this edition the phrase is  
 

“Amelia Mary Earhart” 

9 8 1    7   

3  7 1 9   8  

  4  8 2    

7   6   3 9  

2        7 

 1 3   7   5 

   3 5  2   

 6   1 4 8  3 

  2    5 6 4 

Numeracy 
Of course there are those who prefer a 
numeracy based challenge and for the 
Spring term we offer a new & challenging 
suduko for you to work through.  
 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome.  
Please send your completed puzzles to 
Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 
The Office email is  
office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but 
we will be happy to publish the names of 
any successful winners in the newsletter.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Speech & Language -  App 

Speech with Mile : Sequencing  

Cost: £2.99 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/speech-with-milo-sequencing/id431803095?mt=8 

This app is a fun and engaging way to work on sequencing skills. The app contains sets of pictures 
for the student to put in the correct order.  

This supports the following skills: 

 Sequencing 

 Storytelling and/or retelling 

 Time concepts “first,” “next,” and “last” 

 Increasing utterance length 

 Developing complex sentences  

 Improving grammatical skills  

THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/speech-with-milo-sequencing/id431803095?mt=8
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Recipes for Tactile Play 

Please be aware that some children may have strong reactions to certain tactile input.   If the child is 
not enjoying the feel of the material, it will not be very motivating.  Or you could provide tools such as 
tongs, spoons, shovels if finger avoidance is evident.   The goal is to increase acceptance of a greater 
range of materials or 'widening sensory windows'. 

 

The following activities are not suitable for children who persist in mouthing everything.    

Bubble Mixture 

Mix 1/4 cup washing up liquid 

1/2 cup water 

1 tsp sugar 

add a few drops of food colour if desired. 

Start with straws if your child has trouble rounding the lips and 
blowing with a regular wand 

 

Salt Dough 

Mix 2 cups flour. 

1 cup salt. 

1 cup cold water (food colouring optional). 

Knead mixture until it forms smooth dough.  

Add more flour or coloured water to reach desired consistency.  

Dries well in the air.  

Try garlic press for great 'spaghetti' or monster hair. 

 

Magic Mud 

Mix cornflour with a little water and food colour. 

Do not worry, as it does not stay together.    

Let kids run their cars through the 'mud'.   

When it dries, it vacuums up really well. 

Occupational Therapy Tip - Tactile Play 

THERAPY NEWS 

Courtesy of PublicDomainPictures 18042 

Courtesy of Weinstock  

Courtesy of Larinya  

https://pixabay.com/en/bubbles-blue-blue-background-background--83683/
https://pixabay.com/en/watts-mud-dirty-foot-feet-mudflat-hiking-1012402/
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The next newsletter will be published on Thursday 29th March 2018. 

MARCH  

Friday 16th Bushcraft Forest Schools Experience 

Wednesday 21st  
10.00 -11.00am St. Joseph’s Day Mass with Bishop Richard Moth 
VISITORS WELCOME 

 
11.00 - 12.00am Family Coffee Morning - Legal Deputies 
VISITORS WELCOME 

 St Joseph’s Day Talent Show   

 
5th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students  
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

Monday 26th  2.00pm Palm Sunday Liturgy (All Key Stages) VISITORS WELCOME 

Wednesday 28th  2.00pm Last Supper Liturgy (All Key Stages) VISITORS WELCOME 

 
7.00pm Work Related Activities and Work Experience Certificate 
Evening. VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 29th  
Last Day of Spring (2) Term 

Students to depart at 3.15pm  

 Easter Holidays: Friday 30th March - Monday 16th April inc 

April  

Tuesday 17th April 
First Day of Summer (1) Term 

Students to arrive at 9.00am  

Wednesday 18th  10.30 - 12.00am Family Coffee Morning VISITORS WELCOME 

 12.45pm & 2.30pm Resurrection Liturgy  VISITORS WELCOME 

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 
each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


