
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 
 
It really isn’t just because I’m getting older, that time seems to pass faster, 
everyone, including the youngsters have been remarking how quickly this Spring 
Term has flown past. Even the seasons are struggling with it as we are due 
another Arctic blast of cold weather over the Easter break. 
The Alice Holt Forest Bushcraft visit was Harriet’s last science trip at St Joseph’s 
as she has secured a promotion to Deputy Head Teacher and will be leaving at the 
end of this term. In her time here Harriet has established a rich culture of learning 
outdoors and has secured several resources for the students and staff to utilise. 
Learning outdoors suits many of our students and helps to reduce anxiety. The 
wildlife area, outdoor classroom, woodland area and the famous pizza oven will be 
a constant reminder to us of her hard work and passion for this form of interactive 
learning. 
We also have another middle leader gaining a significant promotion and moving on 
too. Elizabeth Lickiss who has transformed the Creative Arts scene at St Joseph’s 
will also leave behind her a legacy of inspiring art installations and a curriculum in 
which the arts are fully embedded and seen to open up learning opportunities to 
some of our previously very inaccessible students. 
Our Patronal Feast Day for St Joseph always falls during Lent. This means that we 
suspend the traditions of Lent for one day to celebrate this important occasion. Our 
bishop, Richard with Father David joined us to lead us in the celebration of mass at 
the start of the day. We were thrilled to be able to present three student candidates 
for Confirmation, one of whom also received the Eucharist for the first time. This 
was the start of a great day of celebration, culminating in the now famous ‘St 
Joseph’s Got Talent’ show. 
This week we have brought the season of Lent to a close at St Joseph’s with our 
two traditional, and very lovely liturgies; Palm Sunday procession and the Last 
Supper with Stations of the Cross. It was so wonderful to see an increasing number 
of families, friends and members of our local community joining with us. Pupils from 
Cuthbert Maine Primary and also parishioners from our church, Jesus Christ 
Redeemer of Mankind were present with us for the first time and we hope that this 
precedent will continue to develop. 
On Wednesday evening we celebrated the end of the Block Work Experience & 
Enterprise fortnight. We were privileged to host Dennis Bloomfield who is the Head 
of Grounds at Cranleigh School as our guest speaker. Dennis has been an active 
supporter of work experience placements for students from St Joseph’s for almost  
two decades. It was very reassuring to hear him talk so positively and warmly about 
the real work opportunities that are able to be accessed by our students. 
The evening was a triumph of collaboration, showing how the entire St Joseph’s 
community works effectively together to ensure the best opportunities for our 
students.  

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Easter. 

With our love and prayers, 
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Sandra Buck 
Teaching Assistant 

STAFF NEWS 

 
 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

NEW STARTERS 

AND A NEW APPOINTMENT 
Gabby Baulch 
who is now an  

Inclusion Support Mentor 

Glenn Allen 
Education TA 

 

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK 
Harriet Agbenowu - Science Subject Leader 

Elizabeth Lickiss - Class Teacher and Creative Arts Subject Leader 

Farron Swinden - Education 

Molly Foges - Education  

Joe Kettel - Inclusion 

Amy Dunkley - Residential Care 

Ana Palacios Gomez - Residential Care 

Heidi Gage - Residential Care  

Jodie Graham 
RCW Longbarn 

Leah Trevelyan 
S&LT Assistant  

Photos not Available  
 

Elizabeth Lawrence   RCW Longbarn 
Claire Miles                    RCW  St. Joseph’s  
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RESIDENTIAL NEWS 

During term time, between 9am and 3.15pm (3pm on Fridays!) St. Joseph’s operates as a school & 
college for all of our students. The days are appropriately filled with educational activities and when 
the end of day arrives, our day students make their way to the front of school to travel home with 
either their families or in their taxis. At the same time, our boarders walk across to their residential 
Houses and their evenings and weekends follow a homely timetable not too dissimilar to the family 
activities that our day students are probably following. There are 7 houses currently arranged as 3 
male, 3 female and 1 mixed groups, each with their own front door. House managers plan the 
activities, weaving the essential life skills, household chores and recreational pursuits into a timetable 
that everyone can join in with. Plans are always subject to small adjustments, but the recent snow 
and ice lead to activities being arranged much closer to home than usual, however as soon as the 
safety risk lifted, the children, young people and staff were out and about as usual.  

The beginning of March saw us welcome a covering of snow. 
With Annie encouraging day and weekly boarders to journey 
home as early as possible on Thursday; this left the termly 
boarders in the enviable position of having the snow all to 
themselves. The girls from Newlands had a wild time racing 
across the snow especially in the tennis courts and adventure 
playground; leaving marvellous tracks of footprints.  
Once the snow cleared, Newlands girls and staff then 
ventured further afield, setting their sights on Southwater 
Country Park. They started off by walking the whole way 
round the lake, stopping half way to have a long play in 
Dinosaur Land. Everyone had great fun and built up an 
appetite for a special treat of dinner in McDonald’s. Florence 
actually ran the whole way around the lake, and Leila walked 
to begin with and then skipped with Claire for the second half.   
The young people in St Michaels have started to take 
advantage of the lighter evenings, going for adventures in the 
local countryside; this photo is taken at the top of Pitch Hill, 
and the boys certainly knew they had worked hard to get there 
and took their time to appreciate the view!  
Our Fundraiser Shirley Illsey successfully sourced a grant  
appropriately entitled “Make a house a home”. These funds 
were specifically earmarked for residential young people to 
customise their living spaces. They were encouraged to stamp 
their own personalities on their individual environments; whilst 

remembering that their shared areas needed to be suitable for their housemates too. Ikea was a 
popular shopping destination and a number of trips were made. George and Jake were keen to join 
in and they returned very happy with their expedition.    

Snow + Shopping + Sunshine 



Bushcraft at Alice Holt  
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

Forest Schools and Outdoor Learning is a passion for our 
Science Leader Harriet. She is always keen to explore 
opportunities for our students to further develop the skills they 
learn at St. Joseph’s. With this in mind, Harriet arranged a 
Bushcraft and Survival Day with a Forestry Commission 
Ranger, inviting a group of students and staff to participate in 
an outdoor learning day at Alice Holt Forest, Farnham on 
Friday 16th March. 
 

Alice Holt is a former Royal Forest situated some 4 miles 
south of Farnham. Once predominantly an ancient oak forest 
it was particularly significant during the 18th and 19th 
centuries for the timber it supplied which was used for building 
ships for the Royal Navy. The Forestry Commission took over 
the management of the forest in 1924, and set up a research 
station in 1946, based in the former manor house - Alice Holt 
Lodge. The forest is now part of the South Downs’ National 
Park providing a wonderful place for families and schools to 
visit.  
 

Although the weather was cool and coats were called for, the 
rain, snow and freezing winds held off long enough for us  to 
enjoy our visit. The day consisted of a great variety of 
activities. We began with an energetic nature walk escorted 
by the ranger, who talked about wildlife, habitats and how to 
make use of wild resources. The students and staff were 
invited to set up a camp which culminated, of course, with 
building a fire. As a treat the ranger had thoughtfully brought 
us marshmallows which we toasted on our fire and were 
enjoyed by everyone. During the afternoon everyone joined in 
a den building session, which became highly competitive and 
was a huge success. Everyone was really motivated to work 
creatively together, finding materials and building their dens. 
One of the criteria for a successful den is that it should be 
waterproof, we were able to check this by throwing a cup of water over it to see if the students and 
staff inside remained dry!! We were glad to see our hard work proved successful.   
On the way back some of the students fell asleep on the bus, which is always a sign of a successful 
outing!  
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Come Holy Spirit!  
Celebrating Confirmation 
There are three sacraments of the Christian Church known as the 
Sacraments of Initiation. They are Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Communion. 
In the Early Church, when it was generally adults being received 
into the Church, these three sacraments occurred together. 
Overtime the practice of infant baptism became more the norm, 
and the Sacrament of Confirmation came to be administered later. 
In our Diocese this is usually around the age of 14 or 15. 
Confirmation is a Sacrament administered by the Bishop, as he is 
recognised as a successor of the Apostles. The Bishop lays his 
hands over those to be confirmed which is an ancient gesture for 
calling down the Holy Spirit. Candidates are then anointed with 
sacred Chrism, an oil mixed with perfume and blessed by the 
Bishop each year during Holy Week. 

 
 
Confirmation is the 
completion of Baptism and 
the candidates renew their 
Baptismal Promises which 
would have been pledged on 
their behalf by their parents 
and Godparents if they were 
baptised as babies. 
 

We were delighted last Wednesday that three of our students, Joanna, James and Colm were 
confirmed by Bishop Richard during our St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass.  

Please pray for them and their families. 

 CATHOLIC LIFE 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

CLASS ASSEMBLIES 

Please see below our timetable detailing the dates and times of forthcoming assemblies for each class. 
 

Class Assembly Rota : Spring 2 to Summer 2 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families are warmly invited  to join us in celebration of their student’s work.  

CLASS Date  Time and Venue 

St Nicolas  25.04.18 1430 Chapel 

St Patrick   
   

02.05.18 1245 Chapel 

St Martha 02.05.18 1430 Chapel 

St Cuthbert  16.05.18 1430 Chapel 

St Andrew 13.06.18 1430 Chapel 

St Christopher 27.06.18 1245 Chapel 

St George 27.06.18 1430 Chapel 

St Clare 04.07.18  1245 Chapel 

Leavers 1 and 2 TBC    

Why did the priest giggle during his homily? 

Because he had Mass hysteria! 

And of course a little joke to put a smile on your face! 
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 CATHOLIC LIFE 

The week before Easter Sunday is known as Holy Week. We follow Jesus from his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, through the celebration of the Last Supper and on to his Passion and death on the 
cross. Passion means suffering. Interestingly the word ‘compassion’ means ‘to suffer with’. Holy 
Week is observed by Catholics and Christians from all Churches and it includes three important 
liturgical celebrations which take place on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. These 
are known together as the Triduum and they form one, whole liturgical event.  
We begin with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and give thanks for the gift of Jesus in the 
Eucharist (Mass). On Good Friday we listen to the account of Jesus suffering and death and we 
venerate (kiss) the wood of the cross as the instrument of our redemption from sin and death. On 
Holy Saturday night, the Easter (Paschal) candle is lit from the holy fire. This candle represents the 
Risen Lord Jesus and is carried in solemn procession into the darkened church and all who are 
present light individual candles from the Paschal candle. The light of Christ spreads and fills the 
whole church. This is the first Mass of Easter and the most important celebration of the Church’s 
entire year. Wishing you all a holy, blessed and joyful Easter. 
 

On Monday, St Joseph’s was 
delighted to host the annual visit 
by Chester, the Donkey, from 
Wintershall. Helen brought her 
horse trailer to school and was 
delighted to fetch Chester, and his 
attendants Tim and Georgie, in 
good time to start our Palm 
Sunday celebration at 2pm.  
The students and staff were 
please to welcome Chester.  

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday 
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CATHOLIC LIFE  

Despite a rainy forecast the afternoon was beautiful 
and staff, students, families and visitors gathered at 
the front of school. Our service began with an 
opening prayer followed by a gospel reading, 
distribution of the palm branches to everyone, a 
blessing of the branches and then a wonderful 
procession with the donkey and Jesus. Everyone 
was invited to chose and carry along any percussion 
instruments, banners and ribbons to make the 
procession vibrant and sensory.  

Unfortunately Wednesday’s weather was not so forgiving but it was far 
more in keeping with the mood of our solemn liturgy. Staff and Students 
gathered with families and friends in the School Hall to re-enact The Last 
Supper. According to Gospel accounts, the Last Supper is the final meal 
that Jesus shared with his Apostles, in Jerusalem before his crucifixion. 
The Last Supper is commemorated by Christians across the world, 
especially on Maundy Thursday.  
This year Lee, St. John’s Class Teacher took the role of Jesus with 
students as the disciples. The congregation then followed “Jesus” as he 
travelled the Way of the Cross, recalling his encounters with the people 
of Jerusalem who called for his crucifixion as well as those who showed 
him kindness including Simon, Veronica and Mary. The liturgy ended in 
the Chapel and “Jesus” was fixed to the cross and died.   
Now we look forward to Easter Sunday and the joyous occasion of Jesus, 
rising from the dead. 
Our Resurrection Liturgies will take place on Wednesday 18th April at 
12.45pm and  2.30pm. This is our first Wednesday back after the Easter 
holidays and all visitors are welcome to join our 
celebration.  

The Last Supper & Stations of the Cross 
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Wednesday 21st of March was the celebration of our patronal Feast of St. Joseph. It included a 
beautiful mass in the morning followed by a talent show in the afternoon. The Talent Show is now a 
well embedded tradition for St. Joseph’s Day and is looked forward to by both the stars of the show 
and the audience.  Invitations had been extended to families and friends, who were delighted to 
attend.  

Steve and the maintenance team prepared the stage, sorted the microphones 
and arranged performance lighting and slowly the school hall filled up until it 
was packed. As in previous years we were privileged to see a great selection 
of dancing, singing, joke telling and musical performances. Many of the 
students had enlisted their peers and staff to join in the act, to  the appreciation 
of all who attended. The confidence and sense of self worth that the students 
gain from performing as well as seeing their efforts appreciated, cannot be 
underestimated in terms of long term impact.   
Simon, Headteacher compéred and when the time came for Annie, Executive 
Principal to give out the Certificates of Achievement, the applause was rousing. 

St Joseph’s Got Talent 

 CURRICULUM NEWS 
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Special Days in a Special School 
 
The last two months have been especially busy for St. Joseph’s 
Outreach initiative. In February we had between two and three 
trainee teachers every day for three weeks. February’s trainees 
came from the Teach SouthEast Alliance spending a day with us 
in class. All were mainstream secondary teachers. The external 
course they have all taken had included a lecture on Autism and 
SEND as part of their course; our job was to provide them with 
some practical experience. 
 

Two weeks ago we hosted some 15 trainee primary and secondary trainee teachers from the Inspire 
Teaching Alliance, but this time all on the same day. During their Special Day at a Special School they 
heard about our curriculum, got the basics of SEND education before getting to meet some of our 
young people whilst taking part in a Forest School activity. 

Our Outreach programme aims to raise 
awareness of special education amongst 
mainstream teachers, but even more 
importantly, to increase understanding of 
autism and other developmental 
difficulties and the specific educational 
techniques that support those with these 
conditions. It helps teachers to be more 
aware of young people with disabilities in 
their own classes, and perhaps inspires some to go into special education. 
 
The feedback we receive from the teachers who come as part of our 
programme is universally positive and highlights the superb job our staff do 

here every day.  

 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Inspire Us - Outreach Event 
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Block Work Experience + Enterprise 

Each year, students in Key Stages 4 & 5 take part in a 2-week 
block of Work Experience and Enterprise Activities. Some 
students work off-site with local employers, others work 
alongside members of staff within school and some participate 
in class-based Enterprises to design, produce and market items 
for sale.  On Thursday, the Certificate Presentation Evening 
was held in the School Hall, with Denis Bloomfield, Head of 
Grounds at Cranleigh School as key note speaker. Each class 

had prepared wonderful powerpoints which described the 
journey from idea to actually retailing their product.  
Refreshments were served in the dining room and all the 
Enterprise items were available.  
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Easter Holiday Activities 

Waverley Borough Council are once again holding their Xplorer 
events; a family fun navigational challenge. They have asked us to 
share with you, their invitation to join in. The events will take place  at local parks this Easter holiday. 
Xplorer is the perfect outdoor activity for primary and pre-school children. Xplorer involves a healthy mix 
of physical activity and decision making. Activities include exploring a park, finding the markers, 
completing the challenge and having fun as a family. A chocolate egg may also be on offer! Best of all 
its FREE! So put your skills to the test and come join us at:  
 
Broadwater Park, Wednesday 11 April, 10:30-12:30 
Farnham Park, Thursday 12 April, 10:30-12:30 
http://www.waverley.gov.uk/info/200044/sport_and_leisure/1896/xplorer_-_free_family_trail 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Certificate Evening 

 CURRICULUM NEWS 

http://www.waverley.gov.uk/info/200044/sport_and_leisure/1896/xplorer_-_free_family_trail
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THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Numeracy - Of course there are those who prefer a 

numeracy based challenge. 
 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome. Please send your 
completed puzzles to Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 
 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 

Email: office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but we will be happy to 
publish the names of any successful winners in the 
newsletter.   

Literacy - For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each 

newsletter will feature a word puzzle based around our Pathway Headings; Explorers, 
Discoverers and Adventurers. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase 
offered, as you can. This time using the name of a great Canadian-American explorer, 
author, filmmaker and aviatrix who was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.    
 

“Aloha Wanderwell” 

9 8 1    7   

3  7 1 9   8  

  4  8 2    

7   6   3 9  

2        7 

 1 3   7   5 

   3 5  2   

 6   1 4 8  3 

  2    5 6 4 
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It is essential to develop the muscles in the torso that stabilize, align and move the body’s trunk, as 
they are required for the progression of many other skills. Core strength, which begins in infancy with 
‘tummy time’, enables an individual to balance; perform coordinated movements on both sides of the 
body; sit up straight; hold a pencil; control scissors; and jump. It follows therefore that underdeveloped 
or decreased core strength can negatively impact on these skills and lead to delayed motor skill 
development. 

Developing core strength can be fun and is often a worthwhile by product of exercising as part of a 
health lifestyle. There are several everyday activities that children typically engage in which are 
beneficial to core strength. Of course, many of them can be a shared experience and include the 
following: 

Occupational Therapy Tip - Core Strength 

THERAPY NEWS 

Speech & Language -  App 

 

Articulation Station 
 

This app provides fun activities for working on producing different sounds.  

Created by a certified Speech-Language Pathologist, it is a fully featured articulation 
application to help children and adults learn to speak and pronounce their sounds more 
clearly.  

It offers practice at Word, Phrase, Sentence and Story levels.  

There are tips for teaching the sounds and it contains a range of activities e.g. Flashcard and 
Matching Games, Rotating Sentences and Stories. 

You can save data within student profiles to monitor progress.   

Running Jumping Crawling 

Riding a bike Swinging 
without anyone pushing 

Swimming 

Bouncing 
on a gym ball or trampoline 

Climbing a ladder 
at a playground to go down a slide  

Playing Twister 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 27th April 2018. 

APRIL  

Tuesday 17th 
First Day of Summer (1) Term 

Students to arrive at 9.00am  

Wednesday 18th  10.30 - 12.00am Family Coffee Morning VISITORS WELCOME 

 12.45pm & 2.30pm Resurrection Liturgy  VISITORS WELCOME 

Tuesday 24th 
6th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students 
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

Wednesday 25th  
2.30pm St. Nicolas’ Assembly  
Families of St Nicolas’ Students are all welcome. 

Friday 27th  Choices and Transitions Day 

MAY  

Wed 2nd  
St. Martha’s Assembly  
Families of St Martha’s Students are all welcome. 

Wed 9th  
12.45pm & 2.30pm Mary the Mother of Jesus Liturgy + Procession  
VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 10th School Photographer 

Saturday 12th 
10am - 12.30pm St. Joseph’s Spring Grounds Day (including lunch) 
VISITORS WELCOME  

Thursday 17th Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition - Day 1 

Friday 18th  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition - Day 2 

 Rocksteady Foundation Visit  

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 
each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


