
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's, 
 
The first half of the Spring Term draws to a close as we head into some of the 
coldest weather to date. It’s really not been a brilliant half term with regard to 
illnesses; the seasonal bout of flu and chest infections has managed to hit the St 
Joseph’s community of staff as well as students particularly hard this year. Even I 
ended up having to take to my bed for a few days which is pretty much unheard of! 

Everyone will be looking forward to the half term break and recovering properly and 
we will certainly hope to come back to signs of the weather beginning to warm back 
up again. We have already spotted the first signs of Spring being on its way as the 
snowdrops, crocuses and daffodil bulbs are already starting to push their way up all 
over the extensive and beautiful grounds. 

Our recent recruitment drive to accommodate all the new students who arrived over 
the last two terms has finally started to bear fruit with a steady trickle of new staff 
joining us as they work their way through all of the many clearance and checking 
stages. We even have some familiar faces returning to us, with Greg Dennis 
welcomed back as if he had never been away. He is not alone as I can see a few 
more familiar names coming up through the recruitment check lists, and due to 
return to the fold soon. We expect to be at full capacity by the end of this Spring 
Term. However, as you would expect, interest in transferring young people to St 
Joseph’s continues to remain very high and as we manage the waiting list and 
assessment system I expect the situation to continue to develop and change. I 
can’t blame anyone for wanting their child to be able to experience the wonderful 
opportunities of St Joseph’s, and yet again the newsletter shares just a sample of 
enriching and engaging activities that have been going on in addition to the normal 
everyday brilliance. 

Over the half term break, St Valentine’s day will be celebrated, but also the season 
of Lent begins with St Valentine’s Day actually sharing the same day as Ash 
Wednesday. Don’t forget to celebrate the end of this period of Ordinary time by 
eating the traditional pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. We will of course mark the 
beginning of Lent with Ash Wednesday Liturgies and everyone is welcome to join 
us for these when we return after the break.  Spring 2 is heavily populated with all 
things liturgical as we celebrate our Patron’s Feast Day as well as marking the 
significant points in the season of Lent with our Palm Sunday celebration complete 
with Chester the Donkey, as well as our very solemn Stations of the Cross and Last 
Supper Liturgy leading us nicely up to Easter. Be sure to make a note of the dates 
in your diaries as you and your friends are all welcome to join us for these 
observances.  

Wishing you all a wonderful and restful half term break, stay warm, safe and well. 

With our love and prayers, 
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  NOTE TO VISITORS: 

There have been a number of instances reported by families, taxi drivers 
and visitors that the gates do not recognise when 2 vehicles are 
entering/exiting in convoy. The gates are attempting to close on the 
second vehicle. Please leave time between vehicles to ensure a safe exit.  
Entry/exit can be made by pressing the gate access button and identifying 
yourself to Reception. Reception will then open the gates.  
Occasionally the radio signal with the gates is interrupted and it may 
require more than one attempt, in this instance we would appreciate your 
patience.  
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STAFF NEWS 

  

 

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK 

Joao Poeira 
Residential Support 

Toni Mason 
Teaching Assistant 

Greg Dennis 
Teaching Assistant 

Lydia Daley 
Teaching Assistant 

 WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME WELCOME    

WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME  WELCOME   WELCOME   WELCOME  WELCOME    

Education: TA -  Lorena Dailly 

 

NEW  

STARTERS 



WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

Describe yourself in five words:  Kind, friendly, bubbly, patient, humorous 

What’s top of your to-do list? To keep everyone safe 

What’s your favourite biscuit? Chocolate bourbon 

What’s your top holiday destination? Anywhere in Spain 

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million? Eat fish! 

Who would play you in a film of your 
life? 

Cameron Diaz 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES 

The celebrity I’d most like to have as 
a teacher at my school is: 

Tom Hardy 

As a child I wanted to grow up to be: Nurse 

My most embarrassing moment in 
school: 

Falling off my chair in front of everyone!!!! 

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s: To always be patient ……. 

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but: One of my finger’s can’t be straightened!! 

Tell us your best joke:  

Knock Knock….                    Who’s there? 
 
Doctor                                   Doctor Who?    
 
YES! 

Twelve things about: Felicity Brittain 
Inclusion Support Team 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

History - Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 

The theme for the Holocaust 
Memorial Day this year was the 
Power of Words.   Words can make a difference -both good and evil.  
Between 1941 and 1945, the Nazis attempted to annihilate all of Europe’s Jews. This systematic and 
planned attempt to murder European Jewry is known as the Holocaust (The “Shoah” in Hebrew). The 
Nazis used propaganda, persecution, and legislation to deny human and civil rights to Jews. By the 
end of the Holocaust, six million Jewish men, women and children had perished in ghettos, mass-
shootings, in concentration camps and extermination camps.  
Maria, History Subject Leader, prepared  lesson plans so that students and staff in each class could 
reflect on the influence, on each of us, of the words that we see and hear all around us – in 
newspapers, online, in conversations, in songs. Students appreciated that words affect our feelings 
and can impact on those we share them with. Kind words can raise a persons spirit, and like Anne 
Frank they can help sad feelings disappear.   
Some students took time to decorate butterflies in remembrance of the many children who lost their life 
in the Holocaust. The butterflies have been mounted in a display for everyone to admire.  

“I want to go on living even after my death! And 
that’s why I am so grateful to God for having 
given me this gift, which I can use to develop 
myself  and to express all that’s inside me. When 
I write I can shake off all my cares; my sorrow 
disappears, my spirits are revived” 

Diary entry written by Anne Frank on 5th April 1944 
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On Friday, 19th January, we were privileged to be invited for a bespoke tour of the Surrey Satellite 
Technology Centre in Guildford. The purpose of this visit was to support our differentiated learning on 
‘The Earth and the Universe’.  The visit was an incredible opportunity to see actual communication 
between the Centre and Satellites in space and to learn about the impact and benefits of satellites on 
us, in our daily life.  
Students and staff observed engineers as they built components for life-sized 
satellites to be deployed in space. The science behind their actions was 
explained during the tour, opening new doors of insight for students and staff 
alike.  

The host team were extremely gracious and the  
technical information they shared was supported with 
explanations enabling our students to engage and 
understand.   

Our students made us proud by asking intelligent 
questions with good doses of refreshing honesty!  

We are keen to continue to explore link s 
with the Satellite Centre for the purpose of 
promoting science and it’s impact on our 
lives.   

The trip was hugely successful, thanks to 
the enthusiasm of staff at the Surrey 
Satellite Centre, our staff and students 
alike; a real team effort.  

Science - Surrey Satellite Technology Centre 

 CURRICULUM NEWS 

St Josephs celebrated the occurrence of the Blue Blood Super 
moon on the 31st January with a stargazing night attended by 
students, staff, families, governors and friends of the School.  

The morning had been very cold and the cloud looked very 
reluctant to clear but as the afternoon 
developed the blue sky appeared and 
the evening was full of exciting 
potential. When we finally got outside 
to view the spectacle it was inspiring;  

 It was blue,  

 It was reddish,  

 It was huge and  

 It was beautiful  

It was surreal to be a part of an event 
last experienced over a 150 years ago!  

Science - Stargazing Night - 31st January  
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 CURRICULUM NEWS 

Science - Stargazing Night 

Harriet, Science Subject Leader had set up a 
number of activities; these were very well 
supported by staff who attended to help and of 
course the families, students and staff who were 
keen to join in. In all there were thirty eight 
participants who gathered in the School Hall to 
undertake the full and differentiated carousel of 
activities.  The activities included sensory 
experiences, hands-on experiments, videos, 
quirky music, arts & crafts and  use of the 
telescopes for a close-up view of the moon. Much 
was learned in a fun and interactive way about 
the appearance and phases of the moon.  

A huge thank you goes to the team of four who dedicated their time, knowledge and expertise to make 
this night a success: Rebecca Lickiss, Nick Durling, Harriet Agbenowu and Dave Gooding from the 
Surrey Satellite Technology Limited. We are very grateful to Surrey Satellite Technology Centre for 
their support on the night.  A massive thanks also goes to staff from the residential houses for their 
enthusiasm and support. It was really lovely to share this experience with parents, siblings, staff and 
our extremely supportive governors.   



 Life & Living Skills - St. Patrick’s Party 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

As part of their personalised timetables, students in our Adventurers Pathway are working towards  
qualifications from the OCR Life & Living Skills Curriculum. Each module is designed to help our 
students to learn and develop in a way that suits their needs and builds confidence and self-esteem, 
qualities that play a pivotal role in shaping their futures. The modules are particularly structured to 
nurture in our students attitudes that they will need for the adult world, allowing them to take 
responsibility and initiative. 
One of the modules is Home Management; the students were tasked with a number of challenges 
involved with planning a special event. Together Sharon, Class Teacher, Teaching Assistants and 
students, Erron, Matthew, Evangeline, Anthony and Lucas all agreed that it would be much more fun if 
they actually planned and then created an Event;  so planning for a St. Patrick’s Class Party began in 
earnest.  
Once the planning was in place the students got down to the food preparation, working throughout the 
morning enjoying a fantastic foodtech lesson. They had a great time working collaboratively making all 
the food.  As you can see from the photos the party required a lot of cooperation and concentration. St 

Patrick’s prepared bbq spare ribs, homemade chicken nuggets, 
mini pizzas, strawberry mice, cheese straws, sausage rolls and 
lemon drizzle cake.  
With all the hard work completed, the whole class team then sat 
down to a shared lunch and reflected on how hard they had 
worked. It was so worthwhile, when they could gather together 
and enjoy the efforts they had made for each other.   
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Literacy 
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will 
feature a word puzzle based around our Pathway Headings; Explorers, Discoverers 
and Adventurers.  These titles are also linked to the theme for our upcoming World 
Book Day. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as you 
can.  In this edition the phrase is  
 

“Richard Francis Burton” 

9 8 1    7   

3  7 1 9   8  

  4  8 2    

7   6   3 9  

2        7 

 1 3   7   5 

   3 5  2   

 6   1 4 8  3 

  2    5 6 4 

Numeracy 
Of course there are those who prefer a 
numeracy based challenge and for the 
Spring term we offer a new & challenging 
suduko for you to work through.  
 
All entries for either puzzle are welcome.  
Please send your completed puzzles to 
Lauren or Kial via the main office -  
referencing your letter or email: 

 “Puzzle Answers” 
 
The Office email is  
office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  
 
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but 
we will be happy to publish the names of 
any successful winners in the newsletter.  

Peter Straw graduated from Dundee University Dental School in 1973.  Following a number of 
appointments in oral surgery, orthodontics and anaesthetics, Peter finally took up his position in 
General Practice and moved to Cranleigh in 1986.  
 
Peter started his visits to St. Joseph’s when the nuns were still very much a 
part of the school so he has seen many changes over the years in our 
students, our staff, our buildings and our provision. Peter’s visits have now 
spanned 30 years and he has continued to support our students with regular 
visits to the school and responding positively with last minute emergencies. 
As with many good things, his visits will now come to an end with Peter’s 
impending retirement. We welcomed Peter to St. Joseph’s for the final time in 
January and after he had seen the students for their scheduled appointments, 
we were delighted to present him with flowers and wine and of course our 
thanks for his wonderful service, he will be greatly missed.  

Farewell to our Dentist - Peter Straw 
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Speech & Language -  App 

Let’s name Things Fun Deck by Super Duper Publications.  

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/lets-name-things-fun-deck/id454450994?mt=8 

This colourful, educational vocabulary App for the iPhone®, iPad®, 
and iPod touch®, has all 52 illustrated picture cards (plus audio of 
each card text) from the Let's Name... Things Fun Deck. Select the 
cards you want  your student to see,  for them to name the item, to 
practice vocabulary, categorizing, and thinking skills.  

 

The prompts include 
statements like,  

“Let’s name… things that live 
in the ocean” and 

 “Let’s name… things you’d 
take on a trip.”                                                 

THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton 

Signs  
& Symbols 
of the Week 
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Mealtimes are a very important time for all of us. We eat so many times a day. And mealtimes are often 
paired with social experiences. We have meals with our friends in school or go out to restaurants, out 
for dinner. There's a lot of family holidays that are focused around food. Things like birthdays, weddings 
and other parties are focused around mealtimes. And so having good social skills, good mealtime skills 
are important for that social experience.  

When children and young people are in school, lunchtime is a very important time for that social 
interaction. Living as independently as possible, feeding ourselves appropriately encompasses food 
preparation skills and of course eating skills. Enjoying mealtimes is far more likely if we do not feel self 
conscious around our cutlery skills and so, using a knife and fork is an important self-care skill for 
children to develop so that they can eat food independently. However many children may need further 
support to develop these skills. 

To promote and encourage the correct way to hold cutlery the following can help:  

 Putting spots of nail varnish on  

 the back of the fork at the widest point  

 the knife on top just before the blade part begins.  

 Ask the child to hold the fork in a fist then isolate the index fingers on the spots. 

 Use a non-slip mat, blutack or tablecloth to keep the plate still. 

 Break down the task and use minimal language for instructions. For example 

 ‘push with the fork,  

 now cut with the knife. 

 Practice cutting with soft items such as playdough, bananas or soft chocolate before attempting to 

cut more solid food items.  

 Allow the child to cut untidily and make some mess, especially while they are first learning to use 

cutlery. 

 Make using cutlery an important part of every meal time routine so the child becomes used to 

using cutlery. 

 Talk to your occupational therapist about further adaptations such as weighted/moulded cutlery 

and/or plate guards. 

Occupational Therapy Tip - Using Cutlery 

THERAPY NEWS 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 9th March 2018. 

FEBRUARY   

 HALF TERM : Monday 12th - Friday 16th February 

Monday 19th  
First Day of Spring (2) Term 

Students to arrive at 9.30am  

Wednesday 21st  10.30am - 12.00noon Family Coffee Morning VISITORS WELCOME 

 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 12.45pm and 2.30pm  
(see below for more detailed class information) VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 22nd 
4th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students  
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

MARCH  

Thursday 1st  World Book Day - Theme: Explorers, Discoverers & Adventurers 

Friday 16th Bushcraft Forest Schools Experience 

Wednesday 21st  11.00 - 12.00am Family Coffee Morning VISITORS WELCOME 

 
10.00 -11.00am St. Joseph’s Day Mass with Bishop Richard Moth  
& St Joseph’s Day Talent Show  VISITORS WELCOME 

 
5th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students  
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation 

Monday 26th  2.00pm Palm Sunday Liturgy (All Key Stages) VISITORS WELCOME 

Wednesday 28th  2.00pm Last Supper Liturgy (All Key Stages) VISITORS WELCOME 

 
7.00pm Work Related Activities and Work Experience Certificate 
Evening. VISITORS WELCOME 

Thursday 29th  
Last Day of Spring (2) Term 

Students to depart at 3.15pm  

Dates for your diary 

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped 
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name 
each class as follows;  

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip 

 
 

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly 
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2   


