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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's,
Well this is it, the final newsletter of 2017, and it’s a bumper edition to see the year
out.
Advent seems to have just rushed by. Takeover day was brilliant and this year many
of you will have seen that I was taken over by Lee who took on the task of welcoming
and directing the taxis and families as they arrived on Friday afternoon to collect the
students. It had such a positive impact on Lee that he has joined me again on Fridays
ever since, to assist with this task, becoming very confident using the walkie-talkie
radio to let people know which taxi has arrived for which student.
Our Christingle services were very well attended by friends and families and the
mince pies and tea afterwards turned into a very cosy affair in my office, I wondered if
I might run out of chairs.
The Christmas Fair was lovely and raised an amazing £475 with once again, so many
families joining us for the festive fun. Nigel from Advance Voice & Data, who attend to
all our communication systems at St Joseph’s, generously donated a brand new Echo
Dot device as well as several tins of chocolates for the raffle.
On a bitterly cold evening a gathering of St Joseph’s students and families attended
the Wintershall Nativity Performance. One of our teachers, Elizabeth Lickiss is a cast
member this year so it was very exciting for our students to see someone that they
recognised. The Wintershall Performance has a wonderfully Christmassy
atmosphere. We were once again very grateful to the Wintershall Estate who give us
tickets every year for this event.
The Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Disco were next,
although I found that I got exceedingly hot wearing my jumper and dancing around in
the hall with the students.
Christmas Dinner parties for Day and Residential Students took place, both were very
lucky to have Santa attend giving out gifts to all. As in previous years, the amazing
generosity of Eagle Radio has been almost overwhelming.
I always tell new families and staff that until you have seen the St Joseph’s Nativity
you really haven’t lived. It’s not the West End’, it’s much, much better than that. This
year was no exception as the staff and students transformed themselves into
shepherds and angels. Following an adapted script from Jesus’ Christmas Party the
inclusive and relaxed nature of the Nativity and Carol Service summed up all the
brilliantness of what makes St Joseph’s so incredibly special. You can’t attend an
event like this and not feel the love pouring out from everyone to all.
So as 2017 draws to a close it is humbling to think how much we have achieved and
conquered already. Our students have continued safely on their journey towards
being the best that they can be, supported by the staff at every step. Our practice has
been audited and found to be yet again Outstanding. I look forward to the New Year
with our wonderful staff, our fabulous students and you, our families and friends,
supporting us. I would like to wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas holiday
Stay safe, and see you all again in 2018,
our love and prayers,
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NOTE TO VISITORS:
There have been a number of instances reported by families, taxi drivers
and visitors that the gates do not recognise when 2 vehicles are
entering/exiting in convoy. The gates are attempting to close on the
second vehicle. Please leave time between vehicles and exit safely.
Entry/exit can be made by pressing the gate access button and identifying
yourself to Reception. Reception will then open the gates.
Occasionally the radio signal with the gates is interrupted and it may
require more than one attempt, in this instance we would appreciate your
patience.
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STAFF NEWS

NEW
STARTERS

Tracy Ramsdale
Science
& DT Technician

Abbey Curtis
Teaching Assistant
Jackie Vass
Teaching Assistant

Yasin Noormohammed
Teaching Assistant

On 11th November, Vicki Belassie
and her partner Simon welcomed
the arrival of their beautiful baby
girl.
They have named her Willow and
both Mummy and baby are doing
fine. They are home now and
settling gradually into a routine.

NEW
ARRIVALS

STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS
Jennie Spear, Teaching Assistant at St. Joseph’s attended
her graduation ceremony recently at Guildford College,
Jennie was awarded a First Class (Honours) Degree in Early
Childhood Studies. A surprised and delighted Jennie was also
awarded Degree Student of the Year by Guildford College.

Education - Inesa Liekyte

FAREWELL & GOOD LUCK

Therapies - Claire D’Urban Jackson, Ciara Lane, Julie Kinninmont, Lauren Asher
Residential Care - Cristina Torre Garro, Kevin Ellis
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Twelve things about: Santa
Occasional Visitor to St. Joseph’s
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words:

Jolly, kind, gentle, giving, magical

I’m surprised you have to ask!!!
What’s top of your to-do list?
It’s delivering presents on the Santa Express!
What’s your favourite biscuit?

Tunnock’s Snowballs

What’s your top holiday destination?

Hawaii

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Swap jobs with the Easter Bunny!!! Although he has
asked a few times!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Dwayne Johnson (The Rock)

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have as
a teacher at my school is:

Annie Sutton

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

An Elf

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

Getting stuck up the practice chimney!!!!!

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

That it is certainly “the thought that counts”!

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I can take or leave Mince Pies, sometimes I even
share them with Rudolf, and he lets me have one of
his carrots!

Why did Santa go to the doctors?
Tell us your best joke:
Because of his bad ‘elf!!!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Takeover Day
Executive Principal (Annie): Lee
Deputy Headteacher (Monika): Jasmine
Maintenance (Steve): Colm
Residential Services (Alan): Hannah
Therapy Dept: Hector + Joshua M
SENCo (Fairley): Luke Desborough
Family Link Worker (Liz): Kaitlyn

Headteacher (Simon): Darcy
Head OF RE (David): Thomas
Kitchen: Zain, Alex and Isaac
PE department (Mick): Marcus
Teachers:
(Magda): Hania
(Lloyd): Sophie
(Lucy): Reece

Admin Dept: Layla
Inclusion (Chris): Reece
ICT – Mackenzie
Cleaning - Tilly
Surgery (Hayley): Max
Resources (John): Robbie

Friday 24th November 2017 was an important day at St Joseph`s. Students had been asked to think
about the many different tasks that are undertaken across the whole School, College and Children’s
Home. The jobs chosen by the students are listed above and they were invited to “shadow”.
The new “Staff” were part of Takeover Day, an initiative by the Children’s Commissioner’s Office. This
year is the tenth anniversary of the Takeover Challenge, originally launched in 2007 as a fun,
imaginative and exciting activity to encourage organisations across England to open their doors to
children and young people to take over adult
roles. Children gain a valuable insight into the
adult world and gain experience of a
workplace, while organisations benefit from a
fresh perspective on their work. In last two
years alone, nearly 100,000 children have
taken part. We have been happy to participate
since it began.

Christmas Fair

On Friday 8th December after a few weeks of gathering donations and a few
months generating stock for our stalls by our Enterprise Classes we were
ready to host our Christmas Fair. Annie opened the Fair at 10 am and
families, friends, staff and students spent time choosing gifts for themselves
and others and taking a chance on winning the lovely raffle prizes.
There were a full range of stalls, with toys, jewellery, books, DVD`s and bric
a brac, as well as Enterprise items. Families and Alison’s team had supplied
ample cakes and sweet treats. We even had coffee from Celso who runs a
Coffee Enterprise called Coffee Esta and an interesting supply of “Butter
Beer” from Lee Saywood - is a magic concoction straight from the pages of
Harry Potter - those who sampled it agreed that it was an acquired taste!!
Thank you very much to all those who offered donations, supplied their
children with pocket money and those who attended; we were delighted and
amazed to raise £475.56.
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RESIDENTIAL NEWS
Christmas Party

All the children, young people and staff from the
Residential Homes gathered together in the Dining
Room for their Annual Christmas Dinner. Alison and
her wonderful team had decorated the dining room
so that it was fit for a banquet. They had then been
busy preparing a traditional roast dinner and were
already when the party goers all arrived!

The Residential Homes normally eat as smaller groups
but they all shared in the excitement of a joint event.
The dinner was followed by dancing and the arrival of a
very special guest. Although ordinarily a small filing
room under the stairs, somehow on Tuesday evening,
with a wave of a magic wand, it was transformed into
Santa’s Grotto and one by one everyone including
Annie were invited in to tell Santa why they thought they
would be on his “nice” list.
A wonderful party was had by all.
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SUPPORTED LIVING NEWS - SPRINGVALE
Jack and the Beanstalk
Springvale Tenants and staff have been busy
with their many Christmas outings. First was
the very exciting trip to the Pantomime in
Horsham. The Capitol Theatre is currently
showing “Jack & the Beanstalk” and Angela
had book tickets for all those who wanted to
attend.
The visit was preceeded by a dinner
engagement at Wetherspoons. Eveyone
enjoyed their favourites of burgers or fish and
chips and the party of staff and tenants then
moved on to the pantomime full of nervous
anticipation. They were delighted to find that
the tickets were for the best seats in the house,
right in the front row!!!
There are moments when a person just finds
himself in his element and for Josh it was the
pantomime. He was the loudest and could be heard by everyone! He was BOOING when the villain
Fleshcreep came on stage and Jake was smiling the whole way through. Max was cheering when the
Beanstalk got cut down and Kate and Katy were laughing throughout! It’s safe to say the tenants and
staff had a simply wonderful evening out with everyone laughing, clapping and shouting ALOT!!

Christmas Dinner at Park Hatch Pub

Page 8

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

CURRICULUM NEWS
Christingle
We began the season of advent with 2 services for Key Stage 1/2/3 and Key
stage 4/5 respectively. This advent is one of the shortest, with the final
candle on the Advent Wreath being lit on Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve!
Our Liturgies began with the blessing of the Advent wreath and a reading
from Bernard, our Chair of Governors. David, Leader of Catholic Life at St.
Joseph’s shared the experience of the people of the old testament who
“walked in darkness” and how the celebration of Christingle with its use of
food, ribbons and light is one that children and young people of all ages can
engage in. As you can see both students and staff were keen to decorate
their oranges creatively. The Christingle symbol is used in Advent services
of many Christian denominations, Christingle means “Christ Light” and is
used to celebrate Jesus Christ as the “Light of the World”.
David explained the different components;
 An orange, representing the world.
 A red ribbon wrapped around it, representing the blood
of Christ
 Dried fruits or sweets, representing the fruits of the earth
and the four seasons
 A candle or glow stick representing Jesus Christ, Light of the World.

Santa’s Visit to School & College
We have enjoyed a very busy month
with seasonal Christmas events
arranged around our regular timetabled
lessons.
Monday
and
Tuesday
mornings this week were given over to
rehearsals for our Nativity Celebration.
However with the stage all erected and
decorated with fresh foliage by our
wonderful
maintenance
team;
it
seemed the perfect opportunity to host
a visit from “Santa”. Our enormous
thanks go to Eagle Radio for their very
generous donations.
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Wintershall Nativity Story
Our neighbours from the Wintershall Community are well
known for their live re-enactments of biblical stories. We
are blessed during lent with their support, especially
Chester the donkey, with our own Palm Sunday Liturgy.
Many Christmas activities involve being warm and cozy
both physically and emotionally, but each year, at this time
we put on our warmest clothes and venture to Wintershall
for their inspiring and uplifting presentation of the Nativity
Story. The production this year saw Mary being
performed by Bethany who was previously a TA at St. Joseph’s. Also in the choir
was Elizabeth, teacher of our Leavers 1 Class. The evening was bitterly cold and
much of the play took place outside, with occasional cover offered by the barn. However, the
mesmerising performance engaged our staff and students and we were delighted with it all. We are
reminded of our special relationship with Wintershall and for their generosity to us.

Christmas Tree Gifts +
St Nicolas’ Church Tree Festival
The school and college will soon be sparkling with beautifully decorated Christmas
trees kindly donated by Santa Fir and Nottcutts. Hannah, Celso and Lee from the
Leaver’s class all wrote letters to the garden centres asking them for tree
donations. They were delighted when they had a positive response. Hannah
volunteered to pick up the trees and took great care in choosing the nicest ones
she could. She then helped to pack the trees up and carry them to the bus.
Hannah was an excellent representative of the college and was very polite
remembering to thank everyone for their help.
One of the trees was transported to St Nicolas’ Church in Cranleigh for the annual
Christmas Tree Festival. Some of our younger pupils went with Elizabeth, David
and their TAs to decorate it with doves, candles and
messages of peace. The Festival is a spectacular event
with over fifty decorated trees from a wide range of
different schools, businesses and charities. It was lovely
to look around and thanks to Angus, Darcy, Kaitlyn and
Hector our tree looked very good amongst them. We
were reminded of how wonderful it was when the time
came to collect - IT HAD BEEN TAKEN HOME BY
SOMEONE ELSE!!! Luckily we tracked it down and it is
now in the Chapel, being enjoyed by us all.
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CATHOLIC LIFE
Nativity
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CATHOLIC LIFE

Our Nativity this year was based on the book “Jesus’ Christmas Party” by Nicholas Allan. We told the
story from the perspective of the Grumpy Innkeeper. When the census was declared by Herod, Joseph
and Mary made their way to Bethlehem. However, on arrival after knocking on many doors in their
search for somewhere to rest, they were only offered the animals stable around the back of the Inn. The
Grumpy Innkeeper settles down for the night only to be constantly interrupted by a succession of
visitors who want to see the Special Baby. Of course Mary has given birth to the infant Jesus, and the
Innkeeper finds himself advising each visitor with the direction “Round the Back!” becoming more and
more irate as his good nights sleep is disturbed. Finally he has had enough and he stomps around the
back himself, only to see the joyous Christ Child and to find all his anger has disappeared.

The performance involved many traditional elements, some more unusual ones and of course singing,
signing and clapping, only a few mistakes and a very close shave with the candles on the advent
wreath. Thank you to everyone who put so much effort into supporting our students, sharing the
excitement and wonder of the Christmas Story. This year Natalie, a previous student, who has attended
all our celebrations this year as well as the last five Nativities could not join us; Natalie was attending
her Nan’s funeral.
Families were happy to join staff for a mince pie and drink before departing and we look forward to
seeing all our families and friends again in the new year.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Christmas Jumper Day + Christmas Disco

Thank you to all our staff and
students who wholeheartedly
joined in the Christmas
Jumper Day and popped their
donation in the pot. We raised
an amazing £91.52.

Guildford Number 5 - Homeless Project
As part of our preparations for Christmas, we invited staff, families and
visitors to support the Advent Giving Box initiative set up by Guildford 5
Homeless Project. Instead of opening a window on an Advent Calendar, a
request was made that each day a gift for the homeless would be added to
the Advent Giving Box. Boxes were placed in each staffroom and one in our
main reception. Of course, everyone
embraced the idea and we were
delighted to transport to the Number 5
Project, a number of boxes filled with
long life foodstuffs, new scarves, hats
and gloves, toothbrushes, torches,
toiletries, sleeping bags, and items for a
festive Christmas celebration.
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COMMUNITY LINKS
Tormead + Sayers Croft
We have a strong link with Tormead
School for Girls in Guildford. They support
one of our students in furthering her
French studies and in September Fairley
our SENCo set them a STEM Challenge.
A further project involves 7 St. Joseph’s
girls joining girls from Tormead to work
together at Sayers Croft, undertaking
much needed maintenance work.
On 5th December, the girls met up to
spread woodchip under the playground
equipment.
This will make the area safe for the huge
number of children who use the terrific
facilities. The work took a lot of energy
and cooperation, and they did a fantastic
job!

PUZZLE CORNER
Literacy
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will feature a
word puzzle based around the title of a well known classic novel. You are invited to make as
many words from the phrase offered, as you can. In this edition the phrase is

“A Christmas Carol”
Numeracy
Of course there are those who prefer a
numeracy based challenge and again this
term we offer a new & challenging suduko
for you to work through.
All entries for either puzzle are welcome.
Please send your completed puzzles to
Lauren or Kial via the main office referencing your letter or email:
“Puzzle Answers”

7
4

8

6

1

7
3

3
7

3

9

2

1
6

2
1

9
6

8

6

3

9

7
4

The Office email is
office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk

The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but
we will be happy to publish the names of
any successful winners in the newsletter.

6

5
1

1
6

9
3

5
7

8
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THERAPY NEWS
Speech & Language - Tip
App Name: Peek-a-Boo Barn Lite
Description:

Listen to animal noises,

then push barn doors to reveal the farm animal inside.

Available in 10 languages
Purchase/Download Info: Free on iTunes for iPhone/iPad
Focus:

Spatial concepts (in, on, under, next to)

Animal sounds

Vocabulary (animals’ names, open/shut, barn)

Turn-taking

WH questions (what, where)

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/peekaboo-barn-lite/id302386835?mt=8
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupational Therapy - Tip
Christmas Crafts
It is lots of fun making Christmas crafts but did you know they can also be beneficial in developing
your child’s fine motor skills. Below are some examples of Christmas craft activities that can assist
the development of the fine motor skills that are essential for a multitude of functional everyday tasks.
Christmas tree hole punch
(http://www.theottoolbox.com/2015/11/Christmas-tree-counting-fine-motor-activity-kids.html)
This activity requires the use of a hole punch to create the lights for the Christmas tree, which
develops hand strength. This can be extended further to incorporate numeracy by making the
number of lights written on the trunks. You can also add gluing coloured tissue paper on the back for
coloured lights.
Scrunched paper Christmas trees
(https://www.craftsonsea.co.uk/scrunched-paper-christmas-trees/)
Crumbling paper not only develops the arches and builds hand
strength, it also provides a sensory aspect to the task of the noise
and feeling of scrunching the paper.
Fine motor lacing Christmas trees
(https://happyhooligans.ca/christmas-tree-lacing-activity/)
This lacing activity helps to strengthen hand-eye coordination as well as
bilateral coordination and a child’s tripod grasp. It also gives children the
chance to thread a needle and to tie knots.
Bottle cap Christmas tree craft
(http://www.theottoolbox.com/2014/11/bottle-cap-christmas-craft.html)
This activity, which uses any bottle tops you have lying around, develops
rotation and dexterity of the fingers needed for in-hand manipulation, as
well as precision and bilateral coordination.

Makaton

Signs
of the
Week
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Dates for your diary
JANUARY 2018
Monday 8th

First Day of Spring (1) Term
Students to arrive at 9.30am

Wednesday 10th

Epiphany Liturgy (All Students) 2.30-3.00pm
VISITORS WELCOME

Wednesday 17th

10.00-11.30am
Family Coffee Morning
VISITORS WELCOME

Thursday 18th

3rd Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation

Wednesday 31st

Stargazing Night - details to follow
VISITORS WELCOME

FEBRUARY

Last Day of Spring (1)Term
Students to depart at 3pm

Friday 9th

HALF TERM : Monday 12th - Friday 16th February
Monday 19th

First Day of Spring (2) Term
Students to arrive at 9.30am

Thursday 22nd

4th Evening Workshop for Families of College Transition Students
VISITORS WELCOME - by invitation

Wednesday 28th

Ash Wednesday Liturgy (All Students) 2.30-3.00pm
VISITORS WELCOME

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name
each class as follows;

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Christopher, St Clare, St Cuthbert, St John, St Patrick, St Phillip

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Andrew, St. David, St. George, St Martha, St Nicholas, Leavers 1 and 2

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 19th January 2018.

