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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph's,
Welcome back to our first newsletter of Autumn 2. I hope that you had an enjoyable
half term break. I love Autumn, it is my favourite season. The facilities team have
reprogramed the heating to come on more regularly and for longer, as we watch the
beautiful array of autumnal colours across our lovely grounds. Our small but mighty
grounds team have had the leaf blowers and brooms out every day in an endless task
of keeping the pathways clear.
Over the half term our Leader of Catholic Life, David Purcell, had the most exciting
privilege of travelling to Rome to attend a conference commissioned by Pope Francis
focussed on Inclusion. He met the Holy Father, received a blessing from him and
shook his hand!
During November we have a book of Remembrance in the entrance hall where you
can write about loved ones that are missed. If you are unable to visit please feel free
to email or post in your dedication and David will transfer it to our book. We will
include all of them in our November prayers.
People frequently ask me why St. Joseph’s doesn’t celebrate Halloween. Strictly
speaking as a Catholic school the general practice is that we don’t. Halloween in its
current commercialised format has attracted a number of negative connotations with
links being made to demanding reward with menaces. The overt celebration of
ghoulish and gory practices and a light-hearted attitude towards the devil and images
associated with him is regarded as highly inappropriate by the church. However,
St. Joseph’s also includes residential settings with our weekly and termly boarders,
our Children’s Home status and our Supported Adult living. Hence a more pragmatic
and accepting attitude has to be adopted as the focus changes across the waking
day and across the organisation. We accept that our young people are living in a
wider society and need to feel a part of all major public interest events. Where
Halloween celebrations appear here, it is always against a backdrop of an innocent
party atmosphere and with the message that trick or treat is a carefully planned event
with visits made only to consenting households.
This week we have been celebrating the great work that Occupational Therapists do
as part of a national initiative and as part of this our Coffee Morning next week will
focus on their work. Families and friends of St. Joseph’s are very welcome to join us
for all our Coffee Mornings.
In response to feedback from some parents we are making it clearer in our ‘Dates for
your diary’ section of the newsletter which events are open to visitors to attend. You
will see that the words ‘VISITORS WELCOME’ next to events that we would love to
share with you. For families we always send out a more detailed flyer just prior to
these events to let you know that you are welcome but I am aware that your child’s
school bag can be a dark and terrifying place on occasions!

our love and prayers
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CURRICULUM NEWS
A visit with Pope Francis
David Purcell is Leader of Catholic Life at St. Joseph’s. This role sees him leading the delivery of
Religious Education across the School & College. David also represents St. Joseph’s at external
events, one of which is as a member of the Inclusion Commission for our Diocese of Arundel &
Brighton. In this capacity, David was greatly privileged to have the opportunity to attend the Inclusion
Commission’s International Conference, held in October in Rome.
There were delegates from across the globe, from different sectors and different communities within
the universal Church. Delegates included lay people, bishops, priests, nuns, missionaries, teachers
and university professors. The focus was on how, as a Church, we ensure that all are included. There
were inspiring talks and presentations from so many people working in the area of disability and
special needs. Powerful messages were delivered on the dignity of every human person and the right
of all to growth in their spiritual life, irrespective of need or cognitive impairment. There was an inspiring
reflection on the idolatry of autonomy; the fact that societies hold up strength and personal autonomy
as a goal and as good which means those who are dependent and vulnerable are seen as less than
successful, when in fact we are all vulnerable. God became human and shared our human fragility.
Moving testimonies from a professor whose forty one year old brother has profound and multiple
disabilities, and from a contemplative community of religious sisters with and without Down’s
syndrome, served to reinforce the fact that we are all equally loved by God and called to holiness.

It was such a privilege to be able to attend this inspiring and
moving conference culminating in a once in a lifetime
opportunity to meet the Holy Father, Pope Francis, who had
granted the delegates an audience and stood for an hour
and a half so that he could personally meet every one of us!
A member of the official Vatican staff was present to take
photos and they were happy to share this one with David, it
remains the property of the Vatican and the watermark has
been left on it for this reason.

Creative Dance Day
On Thursday 9th November, Surrey Special Schools Sports Association (SSSSA) held their annual
Creative Dance Day at the Leatherhead Leisure Centre. Our Dance Teacher, Jane, together with staff
and students attended this popular event, joining the celebration of talent with many other schools.
The day began with all the schools joining together for a Warm Up session when the enormous activity
hall was filled with rhythm and movement. The day itself follows a successful, tried and tested formula
which involves each individual school discussing and choreographing their routines; this year to a great
soundtrack by Little Mix. There then follows practice sessions of high physical effort throughout the
morning and a well deserved lunch break for Thomas, Kaitlyn, Hania, Lucas, Robbie and Alex. The
schools all came together to showcase their work. All students joined in with enthusiasm and great
energy and a wonderful day was had by all.
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Twelve things about: Metodi Markov Deputy House Manager - Holy Family
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?

Describe yourself in five words:

I am a simple person, caring, understanding, honest
and fair. I believe in the motto “work to become, not to
acquire”. I am fun/silly, loving and optimistic. I
appreciate humour and love listening to music,
movies, cooking, playing games and sports. I think of
family as the first priority in my life and I can see
myself in 5 years happily settled with kids and a loving
wife.

What’s top of your to-do list?

Get a car driving licence
Travel to new and exciting places.
Get Married.
Buy a house.

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Milk Chocolate Digestives

What’s your top holiday destination?

Kalkan, Turkey

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Do a twilight marathon!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Gordon Ramsey in Hell’s Kitchen

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have as
a teacher at my school is:

Rick Sanchez from Rick and Morty

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

A fireman

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

Was during a Sports lesson. While playing football I
tried to kick the ball and my shoe flew off and landed
on the school roof. I had to spend the rest of the day
with only one shoe and my class mates teasing me
about it.

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

Life is simple, but we insist on making it complicated.

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I love food and often when I order dominoes I eat a
whole large pizza by myself!

Tell us your best joke:

A recent scientific study showed that out of
2,293,618,367 people, 94% are too lazy to actually
read that number.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Visit by High Sheriff of Surrey - Robert Napier
The High Sheriff of Surrey, Robert Napier CBE, came to visit the school on
Monday 31st October.
The office of High Sheriff is one of the oldest public jobs in the country, dating
back over 1,000 years to Saxon times. The High Sheriff is appointed by the
Monarch, so Robert was appointed to his position by Queen Elizabeth II. The
position of Sheriff used to have a role in supervising the enforcement of the
law, but these days they support organisations that uphold the rule of law,
such as the police, courts, prisons and other public service organisations,
such as St. Joseph’s.
Robert was taken on a tour of
the school by our students
Celso
and
Lee,
before
submitting to a radio interview
conducted by Lee, Kaitlyn and
Max. The interview trio had
discussed what they wanted to ask Robert prior to his
visit and the questions produced some very interesting
answers!
Robert revealed that he used to be Chairman of the
Meteorology Office and had headed the Worldwide Fund
for Nature. He lives only 5 miles from the school in the
hamlet of Baynards, and he loves dogs.

We thoroughly enjoyed Robert’s visit, he
was full of interesting information and
although not in his formal robes he wore his
badge of office; which attracted a lot of
interest. Everyone was so pleased to meet
him; the students would have been happy to
wear his badge too and indeed he was lucky
to escape still wearing it! Our staff really appreciate being acknowledged for the work they do. It
appears that we left him with a great impression, on his blog he wrote;
“Within ten minutes of where I live I visited an extraordinary establishment I did not realise existed. St
Joseph's Specialist School & College is a co-educational residential and day school for students with
complex and severe learning difficulties who are typically on the Autistic Spectrum. They cater for
students, typically 80 in total, from 5+. There are 300 staff which indicates the personalised nature of
the support every student receives. They have a long waiting list and desperately need more
residential accommodation. It was a privilege to meet many of the staff and students. In my view, the
dedicated staff are true "saints"”.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Remembrance Day
At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month we observe 2 minutes
silence in recognition of the Armistice Day, the day which marks the end
of the First World War.
On the Sunday nearest 11th November, Remembrance Day Services are
held across the country. Remembrance Sunday is a day for the nation to
remember and honour those who have sacrificed themselves to secure
and protect our freedom.
In support of the Royal British Legion who work with those members of
the armed forces and their families, we have had poppies available at
Reception for staff, students and visitors to St. Joseph’s. Hannah has
been very busy visiting classes and offices across the whole school and
college site inviting staff and students to make a donation in exchange for
a poppy to wear in remembrance.
One of the most poignant displays of poppies is in a Field of
Remembrance. The First Field of Remembrance was held in the grounds
of Westminster Abbey in November 1928, when The Poppy Factory took
a group of disabled veterans, a tray of poppies and a collecting tin to the
grounds of St Margaret's Church in Westminster. Only a handful of
poppies were planted around a single cross, but it began a tradition that
has grown over the decades.
This year Maria (History), Jan (Horticulture), Bill (Workshop)
and Fern (Therapies) joined together to design crosses and
prepare poppy resources and to set aside an area in the
Horticulture Area to display them. Classes have spent time
during the week working with their resources, cutting and
colouring.
At 10.45 today, classes from across the school and college
made their way to our Field of Remembrance for a short
liturgy. A student from St. John’s Class read aloud the poem
“In Flander’s Field” and at 11am we all observed a minutes silence as a mark of respect for those
who have secured our freedom. Students and staff were then invited to plant their crosses and
poppies in our own Field of Remembrance.
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WORK RELATED LEARNING & EMPLOYMENT
External Placements
Holly loves working with animals, last year she completed a period of
work experience at Cranleigh Stables. Her experience and skills were
very apparent in her discussions with Caroline and the Work Placement
Team. It was finally agreed that Holly would undertake a placement that
would find her out in the fresh air of the showground in Cranleigh
Village, with the significant responsibility of walking Tina’s gorgeous dog,
Charlie. Holly is required to open and lock Tina’s house as well as keep
Charlie safe along his showground walks. The first week, Charlie was a
little worried when we arrived, since we were definitely not Tina, his
favourite, but now his tail wags as soon as he sees Holly and knows it is
walk time. At the end of the walk Charlie is left with a lovely treat to
occupy him as Holly returns to college.
Celso is certainly looking to the future!
Celso has had nothing but praise from the
team at Sainsbury’s in Cranleigh. He is
trusted to deal with the deliveries each
Monday, where he has to unload the
products onto the shelves. Last week
Celso successfully processed a total of 9
of these trollies during his shift. He is very
interested in getting a part time job at
another Sainsbury’s store and is in the
process of applying. We feel he will get a
great review from Cranleigh’s manager.
Alongside his external placement, Celso is
starting up his own internal enterprise named
CoffeeEsta. He has created a business plan
which indicated that he will not make a loss
and collated a comprehensive questionnaire to ensure he has a customer base to launch his coffee
delivery service. He plans to provide coffee plus a sweet treat with each order.

Internal Placements

He had a business meeting with Simon who agreed he could have a loan for his start-up costs;
consequently the first coffee and associated products have now been ordered. Initial profits will be
ploughed back into buying new stock but he also hopes to make the enterprise profitable so that he can
easily pay back Simon’s loan.
Celso hopes to run a pilot of this enterprise next Tuesday between 10.30 and 12.00 when launches his
CoffeeEsta Coffee delivery service offering either Kenco Columbian Smooth or Kenco Decaf
Americano. Costs include semi skimmed milk, insulated lidded-cups, fair trade sugar and stirrers. Some
of the stock has already arrived.
As soon as all stock is on site Celso will send leaflets to offices and staffrooms for staff to email him
with their orders. He will be using a dedicated email to keep track of orders and where he needs to
deliver to. Let’s hope our two coffee machines can take the strain!
Celso is well aware of the needs of Tea drinkers, but he feels he needs to concentrate on coffee
initially. Watch this space.
He has achieved so much over the last month he now needs to update his CV!
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Springvale Supported Living - Halloween Party

Last week the tenants and staff at Springvale Supported Living were busy creeping around in a very
secretive manner. They were undertaking their meticulous preparations for a Halloween party.
Pumpkins were emptied and time was spent carving gruesome faces in good time for the evenings
celebrations. Then the dressing up began in earnest with a wonderful variety of ghoulish outfits and
“carefully” applied makeup. It was quite alarming to see our respectable staff and tenants transforming
themselves into characters you really wouldn’t want to invite to dinner!
After a series of games,
the party food was
consumed; a fantastic
concoction of sausage
finger's in buns and
burger
brains
for
starters. Bad brownies
and sugar skull cookies
followed with blood and
guts (red jelly and ice
cream) for pudding.
We then ventured out into the night… enjoying the decorated local houses, in particular the house
opposite Springvale which looked very scary with skeletons, grave yards and spooky ghosts occupying
the front garden. There was just enough of a mixture of scary and exciting that we visited them twice
and felt it appropriate to write them a lovely Thank you note for all the sweets they gave us. As you can
see a great time was had by all.
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Coast to Coast Challenge - Max and Gordon
Max previously a student at St. Joseph’s, now a tenant at Springvale Supported Living signed up for
the Devon Coast to Coast Bike Ride. This fundraising challenge saw him joined by his Dad, Gordon
and other members of the SoMTB Club. The Coast to Coast Ride took place over the first weekend of
half term, covering a distance of about 100 miles; quite a challenge. The cycle route took the
competitors from Ilfracombe harbour on the Atlantic Coast, finishing at Plymouth Hoe on the English
Channel; along disused railway lines and country roads, through a number
of market towns.
Max and his Dad Gordon have set up an online fundraising page and to
date the website shows they have raised an amazing £4584, which will see
them get very close to sourcing a much longed for minibus for SoMTB.
If you would like to donate, feel free to visit Max’s sponsorship page at

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/gomaxmuir

PUZZLE CORNER

Literacy
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will feature a
word puzzle based around the title of a well known classic novel. You are invited to
make as many words from the phrase offered, as you can. In this edition the phrase is

“The Three Musketeers”
Numeracy
Of course there are those who prefer a
numeracy based challenge and again this
term we offer a new & challenging suduko
for you to work through.
All entries for either puzzle are welcome.
Please send your completed puzzles to
Lauren or Kial via the main office referencing your letter or email:
“Puzzle Answers”

7
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1
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9
6

8
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4

The Office email is
office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but
we will be happy to publish the names of
any successful winners in the newsletter.
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Romanian Children Shoebox Appeal

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££
This coming Monday is the final date for donations to the wonderful Christmas
Shoebox Appeal run jointly by Cranleigh Rotary and St. Nicolas’ Church. The
shoeboxes are filled and sent to deprived and disabled children in Western
Romania. You may recall that last year we had a great demonstration of
generosity by staff, students and families. The eloquent and heartfelt letter of
appreciation by the Romanian coordinator Pastor Corneliu Medrea was shared
in our February newsletter. The shoeboxes will be collected by Cranleigh
Rotary on Monday 13th November 2017; allowing time for them to be
transported by the UK team in time for Christmas delivery in Romania.

THERAPY NEWS
Speech & Language - Tip
“WH” Question Cards: Who, What, When, Where, Why
By Super Duper Publications
The free version includes “who” and “what” questions.
There are supplementary sets of cards under “where”, “why”, and
“when” that can be bought for £2.99 per set.
This app has four learning games for each set of WH questions.
It supports children in learning to both ask and answer WH questions
correctly. The app also vocalises questions and answers for
non-readers.

Makaton - Signs of the Week
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupational Therapy - Tip

This week has been national Occupational Therapy Week; an opportunity for all those in OT practice
to promote the ways in which the OT profession improves the lives of patients and service users, and
helps to make the health and care system more efficient.
What is Occupational Therapy?
Occupational Therapy (OT) is a science degree-based, health and social care profession, regulated
by the Health and Care Professions Council. Occupational therapy takes a “whole-person approach”
to both mental and physical health and wellbeing and enables individuals to achieve their full
potential.
The Occupational Therapist will provide practical support to empower people to facilitate recovery
and overcome barriers preventing them from carrying out the activities (or occupations) that matter to
them. This support increases people's independence and satisfaction across many aspects of their
life.
"Occupation" as a term refers to practical and purposeful activities that allow people to live
independently and have a sense of identity. This could be essential day-to-day tasks such as selfcare, work or leisure.
Think about your day-to-day life, would you be able to cope or live fully if i) you didn’t have
access to the internet or ii) you couldn’t get out of bed in the
morning?
What do Occupational Therapists do?
Occupational therapists play a critical role in helping people of all
ages overcome the effects of disability caused by illness, ageing or
accident so that they can carry out everyday tasks or occupations.
An occupational therapist will consider all of the patient’s needs physical, psychological, social and environmental. This support can
make a real difference giving people a renewed sense of purpose,
opening up new horizons, and changing the way they feel about the
future.

An occupational therapist's skills lend themselves to new emerging
roles, such as working with asylum seekers or refugees, working
alongside police or fire services, or liaising with psychiatric services.
Useful resources can be found at

https://www.rcot.co.uk/promoting-occupational-therapy/otweek
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Dates for your diary
NOVEMBER
w/b Monday 13th

Kindness Week

Wednesday 15th

10.30 - 12noon Family Coffee Morning
VISITORS WELCOME

Friday 17th

Children in Need Disco - Spotacular Theme

Friday 24th

Student Takeover Day 2017

DECEMBER
Sunday 3rd

First Sunday of Advent (Feast of Christ the King)

Tuesday 5th

Duke of Edinburgh - Taster Day at Sayers Croft

Wednesday 6th

Advent & Christingle Celebration 12.45pm and 2.30pm
(see below for class details)
VISITORS WELCOME

Friday 8th

10am - 11.30am Christmas Fair
VISITORS WELCOME

Tuesday 12th

Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 13th

10am—12noon FestiviTea (Family Coffee Morning)
VISITORS WELCOME

Friday 15th

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Disco

Tuesday 19th

Residential Houses’ Christmas Dinner and Party

Thursday 21st

Carol Service & Nativity (All Students) 1.30pm & 7pm
VISITORS WELCOME

Friday 22nd

Last day of term - Students finish 3pm

For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still grouped
within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name
each class as follows;

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Christopher, St Clare, St Phillip, St John, St Patrick, St Cuthbert

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Andrew, St Nicholas, St Martha, Leavers 1 and 2

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 24th November 2017.

