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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St Joseph's,

How can it be newsletter time again already!
I love having to take the time to look through the newsletter before writing to you all
as it is such a wonderful celebration of the work and love that goes into making
St Joseph’s so special.
Pets as Therapy is one of those marvellous initiatives that St Joseph’s embraces and
Teddie, our Read2Dog is so gorgeous that I keep thinking that maybe I really do want
to get another dog at home. Teddie is an amazing advocate of dogs and pets as a
therapeutic intervention that provides incredible support. You can read all about it in
the Curriculum News.
Harvest Time is upon us and right on cue the trees and plants around the grounds in
St Joseph’s are starting to show us their beautiful array of fiery colours. I always find
Harvest and Autumn full of lots of symbolic focus. It is my favourite time of the year.
Alison in the kitchen makes the most impressive Harvest Loaf centrepiece for the
display of harvest goods. Thank you for your contributions, which along with our very
own home-grown items from Horticulture, were gratefully received by the charity for
the homeless, Number Five Project, in Guildford. It’s not too late to make donations to
this worthwhile cause, you can find how in the article on page 7.
In further Curriculum News you can see what our older students have been finding
out about social media and the law. We were very pleased to welcome Jack Johnson
from Eagle Radio who came and ran a very informative workshop with the students.
Eagle Radio is a great supporter of St Joseph’s and we are very grateful for the help
and input that they so generously give us.
Our Horticulture department have gained yet another award! At this rate we will need
to get them their own display cupboard. This time it’s the Surrey Wildlife Trust who
have recognised the outstanding work that the team put into the thoughtful application
of nurturing nature and making it relevant and accessible to our young people.
In Work Related Learning and Employment, Caroline Sanders has not rested on her
laurels of 2016/17. She has supported our current leavers and other students with
face to face job interviews at Cranleigh School, British Red Cross, Sainsbury’s and
Café on the Park at Dunsfold. Accessing real life work placements is such a vitally
important skill and maintaining the placement is so important for the future life
chances and quality of life for our post 19 students.
I only have a little bit of space left to draw your attention to the ‘Dates for your diary’
section. The two highlights of Arts Week are the unveiling of our newly commissioned
Onion Sculpture on Wednesday 18th October with the option to stay for lunch and
join us for the very lovely Our Lady Liturgy Procession in the afternoon, and our very
own Oscars Film Ceremony on Friday 20th October.
I look forward to seeing you soon.
Best wishes to you all,
our love and prayers
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STAFF NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS
NEW APPOINTMENTS
New to St.
Joseph’s

Hayley Bishop
School Nurse

NEW
ARRIVAL
The staff and governors at St. Joseph’s are pleased
to extend their congratulations to Katie on the arrival
of her first child, a gorgeous little boy.

Jacob was born on 17th August 2017 and after a short
stay in hospital, Mummy and baby are both home and
doing well.

Roll Change

Rachel Stacey
Long Barn Assisted Manager
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Twelve things about:
Faisal Iqbal
Manager of Long Barn Supported Living House
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words:

Calm, approachable, gentle,
friendly and different

What’s top of your to-do list?

Book tickets for Chicago

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Shortbread

What’s your top holiday destination?

New York

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Anything I did not want to do!!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Omari Hardwick

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have as
a teacher at my school is:

P Diddy

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

A journalist

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

Taking a picture with the headmaster which is still
displayed in the school, to this day!

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I hate Mondays

When I see lovers’ names carved into the bark of
trees; I do not think it’s sweet…..
Tell us your best joke:
I’m just shocked at how many people carry knives on
a date!!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cranleigh Star Volunteers - Jane & Teddie
St. Joseph’s has enjoyed visits from Teddie and her owner Jane Griffiths. Together they form the team
that visits us every Wednesday, making their way to the Library where they join Lauren, our Literacy
Teaching Assistant. Teddie and Jane are our Read2Dogs Team.
Read2Dogs are part of the bigger Charity, “Pets As Therapy” a national charity founded in 1983. It enhances health and
wellbeing in the community through the visits of trusted
volunteers with their behaviourally assessed dogs. They
provide a visiting service in hospitals, hospices, nursing and
care homes, special needs schools, mainstream schools and
a variety of other venues all across the UK.
Jane joined the charity in December 2015 with her 2 year old
Briard dog, Teddie and has been an excellent ambassador.
They visit us here at St Joseph's Specialist School & College
in Cranleigh every week in term time where they help our
students improve their literacy skills and confidence.

Jane is one of those volunteers for whom nothing is too much trouble - as well as visiting us, Jane &
Teddie help people recovering from brain injury at Kerwin Court in Slinfold near Horsham. They are also
arranging to visit the Beacon Centre near the Royal Surrey County Hospital; linked to the Phyllis
Tuckwell Hospice. Jane often helps at the summer fetes, the University of Surrey 'cuddle days' at both
the Students' Union and the Vet School and accompanies Patricia Bland, the Area Co-ordinator who
nominated her for this wonderful award, on talks about Pets As Therapy.
Jane and Teddie were recently invited to an Awards
Presentation where they discovered they had won Cranleigh
Star Volunteer. With Teddie looking on, Jane received her
award from James Britton, Partner at Roger Coupe,
Cranleigh Estate Agents who ran the competition. Jane won
by a huge margin and she was delighted to receive a
Fortnum & Mason hamper; Teddie was also given a parcel of
goodies. We all agreed Jane & Teddie were very worthy
winners.
Out of the 132 volunteers with Pets as Therapy, there are 40
Read2Dogs Teams. Each Team of 2 (human + canine) visit
a number of schools in our area, including those in
Fernhurst, Tilford, Grayswood, Shottermill, Godalming, Liss,
Billingshurst and Petersfield.

Schools are both mainstream and specialist and across all ages from Early Years through to post 19
University students. A popular session is their pre-exam therapy sessions for the University of Surrey
students at both the Students' Union and the Veterinarian School. Many of the Teams, like Jane &
Teddie, also visit other types of establishments like care homes, including Cedar Court & Knowle Park in
Cranleigh and Rapkyns & Beech Lodge in Broadbridge Heath.
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LITURGIES & CELEBRATIONS
Harvest Celebration
Last week families, friends, staff and students gathered
together in the Chapel, to celebrate our Harvest Liturgy. As in
previous years Alison, our Head Cook, made a wonderful
Bread Wheatsheaf which formed the centrepiece of our food
offerings. The Wheatsheaf is traditionally offered at Harvest
and ours was adorned by a little bread mouse. Fortunately,
on this occasion it was simply admired by everyone and not
eaten, which has been the unfortunate fate of a previous
mouse despite it being designed to be long lasting and
therefore full of salt.
Jan and her team collected the recently harvested produce
from our school allotment and carried it down to the Chapel.
Staff, students and families, over the preceding week, had
been leaving offerings from their own larders in the main
reception and members of the maintenance and
administration team had ferried these round to the Chapel.
The display that was created by Lauren and David was truly
inspiring and certainly reminded everyone of the bounty of
fruit and vegetables that our environment can provide.
Each class had created a beautifully decorated letter from
the word HARVEST and student’s brought them to the alter
together with further donations for the harvest display. Both
liturgies were joyful, and were filled with happy singing
voices.

Although our students are now taught in the Pathway Groups: Explorers, Discoverers, Adventurers
and Leavers. For Liturgies, Singing Assemblies and Celebrations in the Chapel, students are still
grouped within their Key Stages. Invitations and Flyers to families for events such as these will name
each class as follows

12:45pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Christopher, St Clare, St Phillip, St John, St Patrick, St Cuthbert

2:30pm Liturgy/Singing Assembly
St Andrew, St Nicholas, St Martha, Leavers 1 and 2
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LITURGIES & CELEBRATIONS
Number Five Project, Guildford - Donation

On Friday, all the food donations were packed up and taken to the Number Five Project, a Homeless
Charity, based in Guildford. With the wonderful generosity of the students, families, governors and
staff, transporting the harvest from the chapel to the school minivan was quite an undertaking and as
you can see the horticulture wheelbarrow was put to very good use. Marcus and Luke were the heavy
lifters and the wheels took the strain. David, Lauren and staff had to undertake the task first thing since
they then had to drive to Guildford before the Shelter closed for the day at 10am. This physical work all
began again of course, once we arrived at the Shelter in Guildford. A big thank you to all the students
and staff who helped during the morning.

Staff at the Homeless Shelter were really thrilled with the amount of food we brought, and were also
very especially pleased to receive fresh produce grown at St Joseph’s. Our students also learnt a little
more about how and why the shelter operates, Kaitlyn was particularly interested and the staff were
pleased to answer her many questions. Once again the experiences of staff and students sharing their
donations, gathering the gifts, hosting the liturgy and seeing them put to good use at the shelter, was
an important reminder for us to appreciate the gifts we are given and to experience the joy of sharing.
Outside of our Harvest offerings, of course the shelter would be very grateful to receive donations.
They can be found at 3-5 York Rd, Guildford, GU1 4DR or at
http://numberfiveproject.co.uk/
A list of suggested items from their website includes Coffee, Sugar, Tinned Ham, Chopped Tomatoes, Tinned Pies, Tinned Fruit, Tinned Veg,
Biscuits, Squash, Marmite, Honey, Peanut Butter Washing Powder, Fabric Conditioner,
Deodorant (roll on or spray), Floor Cleaner, Toilet Duck, All-Purpose Cleaning Spray
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Eagle Radio - Social Media & the Law
On Thursday 28th September Jack Johnson from Eagle
Radio came to St Joseph’s to talk about social media and
the law.
Following positive feedback from the Social Media
workshops for schools last year, Eagle Radio`s learning
team again offered sessions in partnership with Surrey
Police and Crime Commissioner to students of secondary
school age right across the county.
The Workshop was re-vamped to include updated legal
requirements across all forms of social media. Visits out to
schools and the hosting of small groups at Eagle Radio
Station has ensured that over 26,000 students between the
school years of 7 and 13 have been educated about the
legal & ethical implications of social media misuse, digital
communications and the internet. The workshops were
designed by an accredited journalist and professionally
delivered by members of staff from Eagle Radio’s learning
team. The workshop delivery was supported with resource
packs which had been adapted to the target audience to
maximise impact; equipping teachers to better advise
students (and parents) on issues which may arise later
during routine class lessons.
Jack visited St Martha’s and Leavers One to deliver
workshops about how to jointly “stay safe” and “keep the
law” on social media.
The students were very surprised to learn the following 
Someone could be sentenced to up to 5 years in
prison for writing a racist comment on social media?

Sentences rose to up to 7 years for inciting racism?



Every single Snap Chat message is kept and stored
to work alongside the Police just in case they need to
investigate a crime?

We also talked about the law around sexual pictures. The
main message is ‘Be careful what you write’. During the
workshop we spent some time imagining how we would
feel if the last thing we wrote on social media along with
our picture was printed on a bus that then drove around
the streets where we lived, for ever!
This workshop was devised by the Surrey Police Crime
Commissioner in partnership with Eagle Radio and offered
to us for free. It was a great opportunity to reiterate the
‘Right Side of the Law’ course that the therapists run for
the students who would benefit from it. The ‘Right Side of
the Law’ addresses the cause and effect of negative
language and behaviour not only in the community but
everywhere.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Horticulture Award - Surrey Wildlife Trust
Many of our families, visitors, staff and students remark on the amazing
grounds and horticultural resources that we have at St. Joseph’s.
Indeed the journey up the drive either on foot or in a vehicle is an
uplifting experience regardless of the weather with so much of mother
nature on display. The front of College has the labyrinth, the croquet
lawn where we hold large marquee events, the playing fields which are
used for sporting activities, the outdoor gym and the woods where a
number of sculptures can be found as well as the woodland walk, firepits and outdoor ovens for Forest School Activities. The rear of our
school has the wildlife pond and ‘wild’ area, the willow classroom, the
potting sheds and our school allotment including some raised vegetable
beds. In between you can find the outdoor puppet theatre and benches,
both our musical orchard and the fruit trees, and the sensory garden.
The grounds are wonderfully maintained by our groundsteam which
includes Mick, Gareth and Marcus.
We are very aware of the wonders of our garden as a wildlife haven so,
as well as sharing our appreciation of all these facilities with Mick and
his team, it was lovely when we received an invitation for St. Joseph’s
representatives to attend the Surrey Wildlife Trust Garden Awards.
On Friday 29th September, Jan our
Horticulture Specialist Teacher and Mick our Head Gardener duly
travelled to the therapy garden in Normandy for the Surrey Wildlife
Trust’s Garden Awards, where they were delighted to receive a gold
award for our school gardens. “Wildlife is not confined to designated
islands such as nature reserves,” said Dawn Fielding, the Trust’s Wildlife
Gardening Officer. “Gardens, allotments and school grounds can provide
vital stepping stones, allowing all kinds of species to move about freely
so that populations remain healthy. If we all make space for nature where
we live and work, it will make a huge difference!”

Grandparents & Families Celebration
Each year the Diocese of Arundel & Brighton honour the
role that Grandparents perform in supporting the wider
family. This year the week long celebrations began on
Sunday 1st October. At St. Joseph’s we were delighted to
welcome Grandparents and indeed all our families to our
Singing Liturgies in the Chapel.
The joyful Celebration & Thanksgiving for Families was
held on Wednesday 4th October and despite so many of us
having busy lives and sometimes living quite some
distance, we were pleased to see 4 families join us. Staff
and students took time during the liturgy to remember their
own grandparents and together joined in the special
blessing that was bestowed upon all those present.
Grandparents were given a special prayer card and joined
Annie for refreshments in her office.
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WORK RELATED LEARNING & EMPLOYMENT
INTERVIEW SUCCESSES
What a successful time we have had this week. Five of our students have been working very hard
with their speech therapists to prepare for their interviews this week.

Cranleigh School
Last week Anthony had an interview at Cranleigh School so he
could work alongside the grounds team maintaining the grounds
and sporting areas. His interview went very well and included a
tour around their very extensive grounds, covering many of the
areas where his work will take place. Anthony was undaunted
with the scale of the job and when offered the placement by
Denis he was more than happy to accept the challenge. Denis
and his team have supported our school for many years now. In
fact his last student from St Joseph’s has gone on to study
horticulture at Brinsbury College.

British Red Cross, Cranleigh
A second success was at the British Red Cross Charity Shop in the
High Street in Cranleigh. The red cross had posted a request for
Volunteers on a display board outside the shop. Hania has worked
previously in a Charity Shop, helping last year with Customer
Service in the Oxfam Bookshop. After working on her interview
skills with Naomi her speech and language therapist, Hania
presented herself for interview with Lorraine Plummer the new
manager at the shop. Hania’s interview was also challenging and
included the task of finding out just how the profits made by the
British Red Cross are used. This research will offer Hania
motivation in her job since she now recognises that alongside a
personal achievement of work experience and learning new skills,
she is able to see where her efforts and the donations of the public
are helping with local, national and worldwide deserving causes.
Hania applied herself well to her interview and Lorraine offered her
the job. Hania will now be volunteering once a week with this
worthwhile charity. Her jobs will be varied and will include handling
the money collected
in the donations tin;
recording the totals
each week, assisting
with customers when
they visit the shop
with requests and of
course helping to sort
the
clothing
and
household donations
as
well
as
replenishing stocks on
the shop floor.
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WORK RELATED LEARNING & EMPLOYMENT
Sainsbury’s
Sainsbury’s is a popular food retailer and it’s store in Cranleigh
although it isn't a superstore it is a reasonable size with a wide
variety of products and regular customers. It goes without saying
therefore that there are a great number of tasks that need doing
by the busy and enthusiastic staff. We have been fortunate for a
number of years to have enjoyed a good relationship with the staff
including senior management and those that work in recruitment,
the warehouse and with the customers on the shop floor. A
number of our students have had work experience placements
and it has certainly offered them the opportunity to develop life
skills as well as social skills. Interactions take place not only
between colleagues but of course with customers too.
Individual
applications, by
two
of
our
students from
the
Leavers
Class,
had
been made to the Manager at Sainsbury’s,
Cranleigh. Following a review of their paperwork
they were invited to the Store for interview and on
Wednesday of this week, Lee and Celso took time to
prepare themselves, aware that they wanted to
make a good impression.
They were interviewing for different shifts and both
of them did really well in their interviews with Mary their new line manager and both of them were
offered the jobs. Their training begins next week, when they will be issued with their uniform! Celso is
particularly interested in stock rotation and replenishment. Lee is looking forward to tidying the shelves
and is hopeful this will help him secure a job in Sainsbury’s in the future.

Café on the Park
The final interview of the week was for Jaden; who had been invited for interview at the Café on the
Park at Dunsfold. Jaden met with Polly the new Café Manager, to discuss the qualities that he will need
to complete his work experience within such a busy catering environment.
The interview went so well that Polly was happy to offer
him the job! Jaden will learn a range of skills both on the
customer service side of his role and kitchen side. They are
particularly pleased that Jaden can offer a Monday morning
shift as that is their busiest time and lots of food prep is
necessary for the lunchtime rush. Working alongside the
Café Manager and other members of the Café staff, Jaden
will support the smooth running of the day-to-day business.
This helps to boost their confidence, promotes a feeling of
well-being and enables the acquisition of transferable life
skills.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
JEANS FOR GENES DAY

££££

Jeans for Genes Day is the annual fundraising campaign for Genetic Disorders UK, the national charity
that supports individuals and families affected by a genetic disorder.
Monies raised on Jeans for Genes Day fund the work of the charity and provide grants to organisations
for projects that aim to transform the lives of children with genetic disorders.
Here at St Joseph`s we put up the posters and placed the official money boxes in locations around the
school site. Hannah and Dominic were pleased to be invited to visit classrooms and staffrooms with
the donation bucket and George happily helped with counting the money. We raised a total of £30.95p.
Thank you especially to Hannah, Dominic and George and of course to all who contributed towards
this worthwhile cause.

Upcoming Events - Arts Week Workshops
Monday 16th - Friday 20th October

MUSIC

CRAFT DISPLAYS

DRAMA

VISITING ARTISTS

POTTERY

DANCE

St. Joseph’s Oscar Ceremony - Friday 20th October 10am
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COMMUNITY NEWS

££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££
Romanian Children Shoebox Appeal
We are now in October with just one more newsletter before the Half Term break. Some of our
Christmas Events are included in the Upcoming Dates on page 16; however we actually have a preChristmas deadline already! Once again, we will be supporting Cranleigh Rotary and St. Nicolas’
Church in their Christmas Shoebox Appeal. Further details of the appeal and a list of possible items will
be included in a later newsletter. The filled shoeboxes are sent to deprived and disabled children in
western Romania. You may recall that last year we had a great demonstration of generosity by
schoolchildren and their families from ten local schools who together prepared almost 1,100 shoeboxes
of gifts. Each of the boxes will certainly enhance the quality of Christmas for so many of the children in
Hunedoara, western Romania.
The eloquent and heartfelt letter of appreciation by the Romanian coordinator Pastor Corneliu Medrea
was shared in our February newsletter.
The date scheduled for collecting boxes this year is 13th November 2017. Final date for receipt of
donations will be Friday 10th November in order that the boxes can be transported by the UK team in
time for Christmas delivery in Romania.

Donations by
10th November 2017

££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££
Mental Health Concerns
Over 'Honesty' Apps
Parents have been urged by Childnet to be vigilant over so-called ‘honesty’ apps that encourage users
to leave anonymous comments about their peers as it can open children up to cyberbullying.
Experts warned that apps such as Sarahah, are increasing the pressures felt by young people, from
social media. According to Childnet CEO, Will Gardner ‘people are generally nastier on anonymised
sites’. The app, which was created in Saudi Arabia for employees to give anonymous feedback to
bosses, has gathered 90 million users and become extremely popular among teenagers.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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PUZZLE CORNER

Literacy
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter
will feature a word puzzle based around the title of a well known classic
novel. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as
you can. In this edition the phrase is

“Sense and Sensibility”
Numeracy

7

Of course there are those who prefer a
numeracy based challenge and again
this term we offer a new & challenging
suduko for you to work through.
All entries for either puzzle are
welcome.
Please send your completed puzzles to
Lauren or Kial via the main office referencing your letter or email
Puzzle Answers.
The Office email is office@stjosephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
The puzzles are just for the fun of it, but
we will be happy to publish the names
of any successful winners in the
newsletter.
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Speech & Language - APP OF THE WEEK
TOUCH and LEARN - EMOTIONS £1.99
By Innovative Mobile Apps (for iOS devices)

The app is super easy to customize

You can turn individual concepts ON or OFF

Suitable for all ages and abilities

Add new concepts (emitons, actions etc) in one click

100+ photos

Fun, simple and easy to use

Wrong answers do not interfere with gameplay
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupational Therapy - OT Tips
Organisation
Whether it’s organising your pencil and paper or keeping
your room tidy, organisation is key to life. Some of our
students here at St Joseph’s find organising themselves
and their environment difficult. This can often lead to
inefficient independence skills and frustration. And of
course, frustration can lead to anger and distress.
Something as simple as organising your coat sleeves
into the right position to then put it on can be a real
challenge for some of our students.
Here are some activities that promote organisation skills:

Develop routines and stick to them

Use separate labelled containers for different items
From: clipart-library.com
stored within a larger item. For example in a
backpack or cupboard

Break down tasks and keep the challenge level ‘just right’. For example: if finding their swimming
trunks, towel and goggles and placing them in a bag is too much, encourage just one part of this
task and build up over time. Placing too high a demand can cause distress and affect a child’s
motivation to try in the future

Use picture symbols or other visual cues (like our class timetables) for complicated activities with
lots of smaller tasks. For example: getting ready for bed

Use checklists

Slow down. When you have the time, use the time.

Have duplicates of items such as chewy toys and blankets in different environments if organising
them before each transition is too stressful.

Colour code note books and tools so that they are easily recognisable.

Reduce distractions in the environment

Help your child to maintain an uncluttered space to work. This maybe the kitchen worktop when
cooking or the bathroom sink when brushing their teeth

If your child needs to fidget and move before and/or during an organisational task let them. As
ever, use wobble cushions, fidget toys and movement breaks where needed.
Organisation skills are part of the executing functioning skills that many of our students struggle with.
But it is also common for a lot of neuro-typical children to find keeping their room tidy a struggle!
Sometimes the task just isn’t enough fun!

Makaton
Signs
of the
Week
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Dates for your diary
OCTOBER
w/b Monday 16th

Arts Week

Wednesday 18th

10.30am - 12noon Family Coffee Morning in the Pavilion
11am - Opening of the Onion Willow Sculpture
Arts Workshops
Our Lady Liturgy & Procession 12.45pm and 2.30pm
(see separate flyer for Class details)

Friday 20th

Arts Week Celebration Day including Oscar Ceremony at
Last day of term - Students finish 3pm

Monday 30th

Students return to School at 9.30am

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 1st

Roast Dinner Day 2017

Thursday 9th

Creative Dance Day at Surrey Sports Park

Friday 10th

11am - 1 minute silence

w/b Monday 13th

Kindness Week

Wednesday 15th

10.30 - 12noon Family Coffee Morning

Friday 17th

Children in Need Disco - Spotacular Theme

Friday 24th

Student Takeover Day 2017

DECEMBER
Sunday 3rd

First Sunday of Advent (Feast of Christ the King)

Wednesday 6th

Advent & Christingle Celebration 12.45pm and 2.30pm
(see separate flyer for Class details)

Friday 8th

10am - 11.30am Christmas Fair

Tuesday 12th

Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 13th

10am—12noon FestiviTea (Family Coffee Morning)

Friday 15th

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Disco

Tuesday 19th

Residential Houses’ Christmas Dinner and Party

Thursday 21st

Carol Service & Nativity (All Students) 1.30pm & 7pm

Friday 22nd

Last day of term - Students finish 3pm

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 20th October 2017.

