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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph’s
Summer has well and truly arrived at St Joseph’s. Much to the surprise of our more
observant staff and students I finally shed all of my thermal layers and legs and
arms appeared along with a summer dress!
This half of the Summer Term is traditionally packed with lots of activities designed
to take advantage of the better weather, so you can expect the next few newsletters
to be full of lots of quite ambitious trips and adventures.
This year we have explored the idea of our Key Stage 3 students attending a short
residential activity trip to begin to work in stages towards the much more
comprehensive week long residential that happens in Key Stage 4&5. Unfortunately
we discovered too late that the actual residential set up was not appropriate for our
students but we decided to still go ahead with a two day activity program at High
Ashurst. A brilliant time was had by all and we will look at making this an annual
event for this age group.
Every year we are very fortunate to receive the support of the Rotary Club with a
fully funded day trip to Chessington World of Adventures. From this year onwards
this will be a special treat for our Leavers group as part of their moving on program.
This final half term is a particularly emotionally charged time for our leavers, their
families and the staff that support them; as we all prepare for them to launch into
their young adult life beyond St Joseph’s. Those students with confirmed
placements start to visit and transition to their next phase, and as a group they
explore their feelings about moving on. The curriculum focusses on how to make the
emotional as well as physical transition from the familiarity of St Joseph’s and the
many friends that they have made, into the future ahead of them.
Feeling Good Week is an annual commitment to our recognition of the importance of
good mental health and wellbeing for all. This culminates in the wonderful Sports
and Fun Day on Friday 7th July, to which you are all invited.
Behind the scenes lots of work is going on to prepare already for the new academic
year ahead. I hope you will feel welcome to attend the events at which transitions
into the next academic year will be presented and explained. The Coffee Morning on
the 21st June, the Key Stage 1,2&3 Celebration Evening and the Key Stage 4&5
Parents Evening & Leavers’ Presentation Event are all opportunities for you to meet
face to face with staff and find out what will be happening in 2017/18.
We are very excited about our development of ‘Learning Pathways’ which provides a
through-phase curriculum that is based on a ‘stage not age’ philosophy focussed on
future Outcomes. We believe that against the backdrop of the new EHCplans that
this approach will better serve the needs of our students and young people across
our education, therapy and residential settings.
I look forward to seeing you at these events
Best wishes to you all,
our love and prayers,
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STAFF NEWS

WELCOME
Sharon Boyd-Gibb
Teacher

Peter Harwood
Teaching Assistant
Ki-el Moseling
Teaching Assistant

& GOODBYE

Gergley Szecsei (Care)
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Creative Art - Portfolios : 2016 - 2017

Kath Hitchings, Head of Art has had the great pleasure to take a number of students through the GCSE
Art Examination over the last couple of years. Kath believes qualifications have the value of helping us
set high goals for our young people and offers them a real sense of achievement. The new
specification for GCSE Art and Design has raised significantly the level of focus on annotation. While
this presents more of a challenge, it is not insurmountable. Kath has had to make sure that students
have the right support and sufficient time for 1:1 sessions. This means the process will require more
time to complete and as such Kath has found it helpful to have the WJEC and Arts Award Qualifications
to take students through in the interim. It works much like a foundation programme for the
GCSE. Below is the criteria that Kath used; successfully entering Barney and Jasmine’s work in their
WJEC and Arts Awards. Marcus has developed his previous work and is now in the first year of his
GCSE Art and Design programme.
AC1.1 Select a range of references and resources to support painting and drawing. Select what you need - be involved
AC1.2 Produce visual and/or tactile records of observations and experiences relating to a task or theme. Keep a folder/sketchpad, photos
AC1.3 Make references to the work of artists, craft persons and designers. Mention artists
AC2.1 Use materials, tools and basic techniques appropriate to painting and drawing. Use the right tools
AC2.2 Use visual elements in practical work such as: pattern, colour, texture, line, shape form space, tone
AC2.3 Develop ideas for a pictorial composition
AC3.1 Produce an outcome in response to a task or theme using painting and drawing processes
AC3.2 Present a Painting or drawing outcome
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Twelve things about: Lucy Heffernan
St Phillip’s Class Teacher
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words
(phrases!):

Laid back, organised, supportive, appreciative, content

What’s top of your to-do list?

To get the basement in my house properly dug out so
that I can have an extra large room!!

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Jammy Dodger – always and forever!

What’s your top holiday destination?

Ireland – because a lot of my family are there!!

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Be in a chamber or in any space with snakes – like
they do on ‘I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here!’

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Gwyneth Paltrow

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have had
as a teacher at my school was:

…. Romesh Ranganathan

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

….. teacher… customs & excise officer … actress ….
production assistant for the BBC only … and back to
being a teacher!!

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

…. was when I tried to calm down a school hall, filled
with 240 teenage boys after a theatre performance and
I was completely ignored!!!

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

Eat and drink what you like and when you like but in
moderation and don’t read or be influenced by glossy
magazines!! – 2 things!!

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I’m much older than I look!!! I think!!

What is the fastest cake on earth?
Tell us your best joke:
Scone!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Rotary International + Leavers’ Trip to Chessington
Every June, Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland together
with KidsOut take over 25,000 disadvantaged children on a fun day
out. The children visit the seaside, theme parks, adventure
playgrounds and zoos, giving them all wonderful memories to cherish
for a lifetime. The Rotary Club of Cranleigh traditionally extends their
invitation to our children and young people and in the past have even
provided all the transportation to get them there!
This year Michael Hart and John Greenwood arrived bright and early
ready to hand over the tickets. They then travelled up as an advance
party to ensure everything was in order, before the school minibuses arrived, to then greet our very
excited young people at the gates.
This year the trip with Rotary International was enjoyed by students from the Leavers Classes’; St
Francis, St. Nicolas and St. Cecilia. The weather was wonderful and everyone was looking forward to
making the most of this unusual day out. The park was very busy and the noise from all the other
visitors was at times quite overwhelming but everyone took the excitement and noise in their stride.

The first choice ride for the group was the water-ride but the area around it was experiencing a fire drill,
the next choice was the Vampire Ride and it was closed briefly following an incident; however our
intrepid adrenalin seekers were undaunted and all boarded the Dragon Fury ride.
Although only intending to go on just one ride, and certainly not one as frightening as the Dragon Fury,
Magda was encouraged to make up the numbers and joined Lewis in the carriage. As you can see from
the photos it was all Olivia could do to stop Magda from keeling over afterwards; some people just don’t
have the stomach for fear!!!!!

Lunch was taken on the lawn and everyone took the time to enjoy a safari on the Chessington Jeeps
which included close encounters with a number of animals. Everyone had an amazing time and once
again, we are so grateful for the Rotary Club’s continued support for the school which comes in so
many different guises.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Key Stages 3 - ACTIVITY DAYS
In our previous newsletter you will have seen the amazing feats that Key Stage 4&5 get up to on their
Activity Week. The prospect of a whole week can be daunting and so before students get to Key
Stage 4 they are offered the opportunity to spend a couple of days at an Activity Centre.
This year all students in Key Stage 3 were invited to participate in a series of adventurous activities
at High Ashurst, Dorking, Surrey.

Activities ranged from high ropes, climbing, crate challenge, team tasks and archery. Further
information on the Centre can be found on the High Ashurst Outdoor Education Centre website
www.surreycc.gov.uk/outdoorlearning. All the instructors at High Ashurst work within stringent
guidelines laid down by the governing bodies of the activities undertaken. They were very
experienced with young people with learning difficulties and mild physical disabilities; able to
encourage even reluctant students to get the most from the challenges on offer.

The minibuses departed from St. Joseph’s on
Tuesday full of students and staff. Each
individual was filled with anticipation, thinking
about how they might feel when facing the
new challenges.
There was of course a real range of
approaches with some hugely enthusiastic
and naturally a few more cautious and
apprehensive adventurers! The first days
activities were Archery, Team Tasks, Lunch
and Ropes. Day 2 was slightly shorter and
included Climbing and lunch.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Key Stages 3 - ACTIVITY DAYS

The activities faced by the students meant they had to really push themselves emotionally, socially and
physically and there were many instances where team cooperation was essential in successfully
completing a task. Listening to instructions and understanding the safety advice were key to taking part.
Staff were very aware of the displays of support amongst the students and the atmosphere was one of
real affection and mutual appreciation.

At one point it became clear that students felt
that reaching the top platform of the climbing
wall meant they were out of reach of the staff.
However the students hadn’t reckoned on how
enthusiastic the staff were and they were
definitely up for the challenge. The trip had
been organised by David, supported by Dawn in
Admin. David reported that the staff at the centre
were superb in their level of knowledge of their
activities. They were wonderfully supportive of
the students such that everyone was able to
engage to the best of their ability and to feel
really proud of their achievements.
There were plenty of smiles, only a few tears and a little reminder for next time for David to just check
he has applied his own sun protection after checking that everyone else was well covered!! Oooops!
The whole event was so successful that David is certainly keen to book the centre for next years trip!!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Scrabble Garden - Coming Soon
The scrabble garden was an idea planted a while ago as a joint
literacy and fundraising seed. A number of fundraising initiatives
followed and the maintenance team started talks with Lauren,
Literacy Intervention Teaching Assistant as to the preferred
location of the “board” and of course the reqired size.
The decision to establish the giant board in the Orchard meant
that the area needed fencing off and for a while Andy could be
seen busying away inside the cage!
The end result is quite wonderful, a huge Scrabble board with
each individual square represented by a separate tile, with
double and triple word and letter counts all appropriately colour
coded. One of the tasks during our last Grounds Day included
painting the coloured tiles. Lester and Andy have been very busy
since then, making up the letter tiles so that the game can now
actually be played.
The seats and benches in the orchard area lend
themselves very well to those who wish to enjoy a
thoughtful game of scrabble. With the current lovely
weather encouraging us all out of doors, lets hope that
students and staff who chose to, get the chance to enjoy
our marvellous addition to the orchard.

COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s happening in Waverley?
Both Surrey and Sussex Police, together with Neighbourhood Watch
and Neighbourhood Alert Network have set up “in the know” in
Surrey and Sussex. This allows members of the community to
register for updates from you local police and other community
organisations. Updates are tailored for you based on where you live
and what you are interested in. You are in control. If you feel you
are receiving too many messages, you can withdraw from the
service, change your settings and of course turn off the notifications
for a while, perhaps if you go on holiday.

This service is available to staff and families at St. Joseph’s, but
there may be a similar network in your own area.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Work Related Learning & Work Experience
Lewis is becoming a Leader!
“Lewis is becoming a leader!” is a quote from his line manager, Ali, at Rainbow’s
End Pre School in Ewhurst.
Lewis has been working at Rainbow’s End for nearly two years. In this time he has
developed from being a shy lad, who was reliant upon his St Joseph’s TA for
reassurance and guidance to a fully independent member of the Rainbow’s End
staff team.
Lewis leaves his TA at the door and knows how and where to sign in. He looks for
Ali, his line manager, to find out what the focus task will be with green group. He
then supports the children in their activity.
Ali told us that he now takes on the full role of a TA, in that he encourages and praises the learning of
the pupils aged 2-4 because he now fully understands that he is in a supportive, guiding role. He
notices when children are confused and need help and he equally spots the dirty nose that needs
attention or the messy hands that need washing. Lewis takes charge of snack time and makes sure
everyone is collected, hands washed and then fed and watered appropriately.
He also shares a picture book with a small group of children each week and has become far more
confident in both telling the story alongside asking
questions about the plot, the characters and the pictures.
Ali and the team at Rainbow’s End are genuinely proud
of all that Lewis has achieved with them and will miss
him when he moves to East Surrey College in
September. He will certainly be taking a full and varied
CV with him accompanied by a great reference from
Rainbow’s End and the WRL team. Well done Lewis!

A new Vehicle Cleaning operative!
During the Spring Term, Sophie came to the Work Related Learning office to
discuss a possible job opportunity in college. She told us that she had noticed
that some of the college buses and staff cars needed a bit of a wash and brush
up. In this meeting she described the skills she thought she had that would
make her a really good “Vehicle Cleaning
Operative.”
Sophie went on to discuss the equipment she would
need and that she may need a uniform to protect her
school clothes.
Lucy and Caroline were impressed by her attitude and enthusiasm and
decided that it was a great idea. They asked Sophie to select her uniform
and the order was made.
Upon our return to St. Joseph’s after half term, Sophie started her work of
cleaning the maintenance van; performing it very well and together with
Steve, Lester and the team was very pleased with the end results.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Enterprise Update
Workshop Enterprise
The workshop enterprise group goes from strength to strength. Having
completed the bathroom organiser project, they collectively decided upon
their next project and picked tea light holders as something they thought they
could make well and that would be attractive to most people. They continue to
impress me with their commitment and their ability to work as a team. Please
note that many enterprise items will be on sale at our sports and fun day on
July 7th and at our stall at the Cranleigh Carnival on 24th June.

Catering Enterprise
The catering enterprise has been testing out ice cream flavours with both
pupils and staff. Oreo, Vanilla and Strawberry are very popular. The
students have been working as a team inventing, producing, costing and
selling their ice cream products.
An important element of catering enterprise lessons is learning about
health and safety in the kitchen alongside food hygiene.
The enterprise team have calculated the cost of each flavour of ice cream
and this has helped them with coin recognition, as has buying and selling their product. As you can
see from the photos Colm and Joe have found different ways to crush the Oreos for the ice cream.
Tom and Marcus have now become almost independent at making ice cream and confidently set to
work on production day. The recent batches have been frozen safely ready for the Sports & Fun Day,
so you will be able to buy some when you visit.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Cards & Bags Enterprise
The Cards and Bag Enterprise is still creating many new cards and
is responding to customer requests. Currently, they are completing
some attractive Father’s Day cards and a range of birthday cards.
Milo and Leon have been very productive in preparing the cut pieces
for each card by using the cuttlebug machine. Robbie and Anna have
worked really hard at assembling the cards and will often make five in
an enterprise session. Jemma, Zain and Emily have also been
supporting the group by making “Minion styled cards’ in the quieter
environment of their classroom. Jasmine has just joined the group and has been busy making Father’s
Day cards ready for Sunday.

Pottery Enterprise
This term the students have been working on their own
projects.
Max has devised his "Mega-bands" - decorative cuffs made
from leather and featuring a decorative ceramic disc. Here
he is measuring wrists to check he is making appropriate
sizes.
Holly has been helping to make some yarn bowls (for
knitters). These will appeal to cat lovers. Here she is
adding the glaze.
Isaac has been working on making some oil burners for
heating essential oils or wax melts.
Sophia has been making some trinket dishes for peoples’
keys, loose change and jewellery etc.

Horticulture Enterprise
In horticulture the students have decided to create two
products for sale at the Summer Fair. One innovative
product is about to go into the kiln to be fired. These are
lovely cane toppers to stop gardeners damaging their
eyes. They are crafted clay animals and insects so that
they look attractive as well as helping safety in the
garden.
They have also bought snail and frog shaped hanging basket bases and this
week they filled them with soil and plants ready for sale.
Hannah and Dominic are harvesting the rhubarb ready for a tasty rhubarb
crumble cooked up by Alison and her team in the canteen. It is always a
popular choice of pudding.

Page 12

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

CURRICULUM NEWS

Class Arrangements for 2017- 2018
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the class lists for the Academic Year 2017-2018 have been
agreed and a letter was sent, during the half term, to each family of students who will be returning
to St. Joseph’s in September. There will be a number of opportunities to find out more about the
new class arrangements and to discuss any concerns. Dates already scheduled include;

10.30-12.00noon - 21st June 2017 - Transition Information Coffee Morning
Information regarding the Transition Presentation at the Coffee Morning was communicated in a
flyer sent last Friday. The morning will be hosted by Fairley who is the SENCo at St. Joseph’s and
it will be a good opportunity for us to discuss how the new pathways’ structure will support positive
outcomes for our children and young people. The talk will be of interest to parents and carers of
students across all the year groups; and you are all welcome.
Whilst families are certainly welcome to make a last minute decision to attend, to support us with
resources and refreshments, if you are hopeful of attending please contact the office on 01483
272449 or office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk

6.00-7.30pm - 12th July 2017 - Key Stage 1/2/3 Evening
Parents Evening (Classroom)
Pathways Information (Training Room) and
Presentation Evening (School Hall)

6.30-9.00pm - 20th July 2017 - Key Stage 4/5 Parents Evening & Leavers
Presentation Event

Academic Year 2017-2018 School Day Arrangements
Further, following stakeholder consultation and Governor approval the new Education Day Timings
for Academic Year 2017 - 2018 have been agreed. They are as follows ;





9.30am - 3.15pm : Monday
9.00am - 3.15pm : Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.00am - 3.00pm : Friday

Please note that the timings for first and last days of each half term will be as above except
for the last day of the Summer Term when we will finish at 1pm.
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FUNDRASING & APPEALS
Sainsbury’s Active Kids 2017
Sainsbury’s have very generously
operated their Active Kids Initiative
once more, for 2017.
Families, staff and friends have
been very generous over the
course of the last few months
sending in vouchers to posted in our collection box in Reception. Now we have a
short time to decide which of the wonderful and varied resources will be most
useful in supporting different aspects of the interesting and creative curriculum
and therapy plans.
This is a final appeal for families, staff and friends to gather together the last few
vouchers and donate them to St. Joseph’s. They can be sent in via link folders
or brought into reception where Amy will be glad to receive them.

Sports & Fun Day - Friday 7th July 2017
We have been busy planning our Summer Sports and Fun day. It is now only 3 weeks away and of
course this time will fly by. Sports and Fun day is an opportunity for current students and their families
to share in the final events of our Feeling Good Week. It is also a day when we see many previous
students return to catch up with staff and reminisce about their days at St. Joseph’s.
We usually have a variety of activities including a sports carousel, fashion show, dance display and
lots of lovely stalls and of course our Enterprise Goods. If you are going to be considering donating
items to the stalls please remember that we would especially welcome any items that might be suitable
for raffle prizes or the tombola. Further donations of items of bric a brac, books, DVD`s and toys will
also be welcome. Please hand all donations to Amy on reception.

Suzi Prior + Nijmegen March : 18th - 21st July 2017
A member of our residential staff, Suzi Prior regularly joins with a young adults group in undertaking the
gruelling but hugely rewarding Nijmegen 4 Day March. This entails walking between 30-50km a day
across the beautiful Dutch countryside towards the village of Nijmegen. Suzi has previously combined
her own physical challenge with raising funds for St. Joseph’s; this year however she has chosen The
Blue Idol Quaker Meeting House Appeal to be the recipient of her fundraising.
Originally a farmhouse, built in 1580, the Blue Idol was converted by
William Penn and others into a Quaker Meeting House in about 1690.
William Penn went on to become the founder of the state of Pennsylvania
in the USA and the house is now a grade 2 historic building but
unfortunately does not have toilet facilities for wheelchair users. Any funds
raised by Suzi will go towards improving access and toilet facilities for
those with disabilities. If you would like to make a contribution, please
make cheques payable to “The Blue Idol Quaker Meeting” or contact Roger
Wilson at clerk@blueidol.org to arrange a BACS payment.

Archive photo from 2015
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PUZZLE CORNER
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will feature a word puzzle
based around a song title. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as you
can. In this edition the phrase is

“Strawberry fields forever”
Of course there are those who
prefer
a
numeracy
based
challenge and for the whole of this
term we offer this challenging
suduko for you to work through.
All entries are welcome. Please
complete the puzzles and send
your replies to Lauren or Kial via
the main office - please reference
your letter or email Puzzle
Answers.
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Office email is
office@stjosephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk

2
The puzzles are just for the fun of
it, but we will be happy to publish
the names of those winners in the
newsletter.

1

3

8

4

4

7
1

8

7

1

3

2

9

THERAPY NEWS
Speech & Language - App of the Week
Puppet Workshop - Creativity App for Kids
Puppet Workshop is by Software Smoothie.
Description:
Puppet workshop was created to develop a child’s creativity.
Choose a sock or glove which will become a virtual puppet. Add
eyes, nose, mouth and hair using a variety of buttons etc, Place
the puppet on the background available in the app or upload your
own. It is great for choice making, and the puppet can be saved
and printed for use in your own stories and activities.
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THERAPY NEWS
Occupation Therapy - Tips
Throwing a Ball!
Have you ever wondered just how many skills we use when throwing a ball?
You need to be able to;


Conceptualise, ie understand the intention of throwing a ball to
another person



bend your trunk and use postural control, so that you don’t fall over,
and use both sides of the body to pick up a ball from the ground



feel the ball in your hands to know that you had picked it up



straighten up the body, using extensor muscles and balance to full
standing position



see the ball, to shape the hands and apply enough force to secure
the ball within a clasp, so that it doesn’t fall to the ground



lift the ball, using fluid movements



use muscle strength and control of force



be gravitationally correct (feet safely on ground) to lift your arms above your shoulders



again, use force to propel the ball and have an idea of direction if throwing at a target or
to another person



know when to let go of the ball



visually track the ball to know it had hit the target

As OT’s, when we break an activity into its compositional steps, we call this Activity Analysis.
We apply this knowledge in order to understand the unique combination of problems an

Makaton Signs of the Week
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Dates for your diary
Summer Term 2016/17
JUNE
Wednesday 21st

Good Shepherd Liturgy at Worth Abbey
10.30-12noon - Family Coffee Morning Theme: Key Stage Transitions

22nd/23rd

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition

Saturday 24th

Cranleigh Carnival

Thursday 29th

Forest School Celebration - all Key Stages

JULY
3rd - 7th

FEELING GOOD WEEK - for Students and Staff

Tuesday 4th

KidsMore Petting Farm - all Key Stages

Wednesday 5th

Feeling Good Week - Indian Dance Workshop & Display
Barbecue Lunch + Inflatables - all Key Stages

Friday 7th

Summer Sports & Fun Day - families and friends welcome
6.30 - 9.00pm Leavers Prom Night (Please note change of date)

Monday 10th

Hindu Workshop & Celebration - all Key Stages

Wednesday 12th

6-7.30pm Key Stage 1/2/3
Parents Evening (Classroom)
Pathways Information (Training Room) and
Presentation Evening (School Hall)

Thursday 13th

2pm Leavers Mass - all Key Stages
Celebrated by Bishop Moth followed by Afternoon Tea

Monday 17th

Sandown Leavers Presentations Morning

Thursday 20th

6.30-9.00pm Key Stage 4/5
Parents Evening and Leavers Presentation Event

Friday 21st

Last Day of Term - Students depart 1pm
Autumn Term 2017/18

SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 6th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 9.30am

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 30th June 2017.

