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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph’s

Well it wouldn’t be St Joseph’s if the newsletter wasn’t packed to the brim with all the
exciting events that have been going on. This newsletter bringing the end of the
Summer 1 half term to a close is no different in that respect.
Every year St. Joseph’s embarks on an extremely ambitious event in the form of the
Key Stage 4 and 5 Activity Week. This venture attempts to enable all of our students
in these classes to access adventure style activities, in an off-site setting.
For many staying residentially at a specialist activity centre, this is an opportunity for
our young people to extend their tolerances of change, cope with unpredictable
events and manage unfamiliar surroundings. On top of all this, they are able to build
their interpersonal skills, developing friendships and sampling exciting, physical
activities that test their comfort zones.
If that wasn’t exciting enough, this was followed by the Duke of Edinburgh Silver
Expedition. After the success of our Bronze Expedition last year, the young people
have moved on to a more ambitious program involving two nights camping out under
the stars! I am filled with admiration and pride in our young people who have
attempted this nationally recognised scheme. It is not insignificant that young people
from all walks of life attempt this level and struggle with the requirements. It is a real
measure of success that our St. Joseph’s students are able to complete this on a
level footing with their mainstream peers.
We have had two major liturgical celebrations to report on. Mary the Mother of Jesus
and our very lovely Ascension and Pentecost Liturgy. The season of Easter is finally
over in the church calendar and we look forward now to the calming green of
Ordinary Time when we return after the break.
If that wasn’t enough, we’ve also had Science Activity Week! This included a really
fascinating visit from Bee Cosmetics. Look at the pictures of our students wearing
the full bee keeper’s suit – it looks a lot like a space suit.
In Summer 2 we will all be preparing for the transitions that will happen at the end of
term ready for September. Look out for all the opportunities to engage in that
process that are coming up. The new classes are now agreed and you will be
receiving in the post a letter to let you know who will be the new class teacher,
speech and language therapist and occupational therapist for your class next year.
The consultation regarding the changes to the school and college day timings has
concluded and the response has been overwhelmingly positive and supportive. A
letter detailing the changes will also be arriving over the half term break, as well as
details of timings in this newsletter.
I hope that the lovely summer weather will prevail and that you will all be able to
enjoy time together with your friends and loved ones.
Wishing you all a safe and happy half term break and very much looking forward to
welcoming you all back on Monday 5th June.
Best wishes to you all,
our love and prayers,
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STAFF NEWS

WELCOME
Evi Politi
Teaching Assistant

Frederika Dicks
Teaching Assistant

to

Marc Boardman
Teaching Assistant

Ashley Kane
Occupational Therapist

Livia Szecsei-Sarik
Kitchen Assistant

Lauren Downes
Therapies Assistant

& GOODBYE to

Marta Gimenez Galacho
(STA - Therapies)
Hannah Sutton (Care)
Jean Claude Eid
(Springvale Supported Living)

CONGRATULATIONS
For some of our staff, the last few weeks have been busy with events outside of St.
Joseph’s.
Dominic Savio's Team Leader, Lorraine and her partner Micky
welcomed a wonderful addition to their
family; with the arrival of their first child, a
little boy. Jacob arrived on Thursday 4th
May and weighed 7lb 4oz.
Less than a week later, on Wednesday
10th May, Pip our Art Therapist, safely
delivered a baby girl, Ivy Elk. Ivy was 8lb
5oz and was especially welcomed by big
brother Marvin.
Both mummies and babies are now home and doing fine.
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Staff Success - Inspirational Educator Awards
The Worshipful Company of Educators was founded in 2001, providing a forum
through meetings and social occasions for members from all sectors of the
education world to come together to discuss and exchange views on matters of
topical interest. The Company also operates a charitable fund to support individuals
to develop the process of learning through appropriate grants, awards and medals.
Jan Durrant, our horticultural teacher was nominated for the Inspirational Educator
Award 2017 and on 28th April, Jan accompanied by Helen Van Mol made their way
to Painters Hall in London. They were very warmly welcomed to the formal awards
ceremony. Painter’s Hall is a beautiful building. Helen said it reminded her of an
adult`s Hogwarts, complete with large hanging portraits which at any moment might
have shared an unexpected smile or a cheeky wink! This was compounded by
some unusual traditions included in the evening; one involving a cup that
resembles a large trophy which was passed around and involved a lot of
bowing and standing up and sitting down.
Jan was announced the recipient of the Award and was presented with a
beautiful engraved glass plaque. Jan and Helen chatted to other nominees;
it was lovely and interesting to realise that a great many of them were from
special needs school all across the country. The evening was very much
enjoyed by everyone.

Page 4

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

Twelve things about: Emmanuelle Dubois
St Luke’s Class Teacher
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words
(phrases!):

Dynamic, fun, patient, caring, organised

What’s top of your to-do list?

To sort out the heating system in my house before
next winter…..

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Chocolate Hob Nobs

What’s your top holiday destination?

Brittany in France or Belgium

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Get changed in front of people!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Audrey Tautou, only because she is French and has
brown eyes and hair...

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have had
as a teacher at my school was:

David Bowie

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

A journalist

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

Calling one of my students Crumpet when his name
was Crump...

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

To be patient, things happen to those who wait… but
also to work hard for what you really want

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I am getting married this summer!!!!

Tell us your best joke:

A sandwich walks into a bar.
It asks to see the menu.
The barman looks at the sandwich and says,
“Sorry mate, we don’t serve food!”
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Science Activity - Bee Cosmetics Visit
As part of our Science Curriculum and the Mini-beast
Theme that we have focussed on this half-term, Key
Stages 1, 2 & 3 have had a visit from Bee Cosmetics.
Bee Cosmetics is a company which specialises in
making natural handmade skin products using
products from bees.
The day began with a talk and demonstration of live
bees, who had been transported to the school in a
mobile hive.
It was a wonderful opportunity for students to smell,
taste and identify different products made by bees
whilst learning more about the product properties.
We then took part in a workshop during which students made their own body
balms using different aromas following recipes and using natural products from
bees.
This was a fascinating experience for both the students and their supporting
staff. It was brilliant opportunity to learn more about bees in such a practical
“hands-on” and interactive way.
We thanked Bee Cosmetics for making their visit and the huge learning
opportunity it offered.

Academic Year 2017-2018 New Arrangements
As mentioned in Annie’s front page letter, the class lists for the Academic Year 2017-2018 have been
agreed. A letter will go to each family, during the half term, for students who will be returning to St.
Joseph’s in September.
The letter will set out the Class Name, Class Teacher, and the designated class speech and
language therapist and occupational therapist . There will be a number of opportunities to find out
more and to discuss any concerns. Dates already scheduled include ;





10.30-12.00noon on 21st June 2017 - Transition Information Coffee Morning
6.00-7.30pm - 12th July 2017 - Key Stage 1/2/3 Parents Evening
6.30-9.00pm - 20th July 2017 - Key Stage 4/5 Parents Evening

Further, following stakeholder consultation and Governor approval the new Education Day Timings
for Academic Year 2017 - 2018 have been agreed. They are as follows ;





9.30am - 3.15pm : Monday
9.00am - 3.15pm : Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.00am - 3.00pm : Friday

Please note that the timings for first and last days of each half term will remain as they are currently.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Key Stages 4 & 5 - ACTIVITY WEEK
PGL Marchants Hill, Hindhead
and Sayer’s Croft, Ewhurst

This year for Activity Week students were invited to discuss what they
would like to achieve during the off-timetable week, and which location
would be most suited to meeting the appropriate level of challenge. As a
consequence, the students were split into two groups.

The first, smaller group was made up of those who chose to remain
school based, arriving each morning as usual from home or their
residential house to complete registration. They then travelled by school
minibus to Sayer’s Croft, an activity centre close to the school. Sayer’s
Croft offer a variety of adventurous activities, ranging from climbing and
tunnelling, as well as some which were more nature-oriented, like ponddipping.
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CURRICULUM NEWS

The second, and certainly larger group of some 30 Students opted for a full residential experience. This
consisted of a four night stay at the PGL Activity Centre at Marchants Hill, near Hindhead. Apparently,
PGL is not an acronym for ‘Parents Get Lost’ but stands for the initials of PGL’s founder Peter Gordon
Lawrence. Early May was a popular time for school trips and the site was also being visited by a
number of other mainstream schools.
Marchants Hill is right next to the 1,700 acres of Hindhead Common,
home of the Devil’s Punchbowl. The geographical location is a
designated area of outstanding natural beauty and featured in the
James Bond film Skyfall. The view from the back of our “House”
showed the building which featured in the dramatic scenes of fire and
destruction at the end of the film. Of course they were created with
special effects and the beautiful building was clearly still visible.

We were located within the main site, in a self contained building, Bethany House which suited us very
well. Bethany House had en-suite bathrooms and our own kitchen, cooks and restaurant. The food was
excellent, although not quite up to St. Joseph’s high standards.
All of the students were enthusiastic participants in the activities, recognising the challenges they had
set themselves and appreciating how hard they worked to overcome them. So many of them had spent
quite some time either high up – climbing walls, Jacob’s ladders and telegraph poles – or coming down
– abseiling or by rope. Other activities included shooting, archery, riding quad-bikes and tackling assault
courses. The trip leader and head of Key Stage 5, Fairley considered them all to be all-action heroes in
the style of James Bond. The returning coach party was full of tired, happy and slightly grubby young
people, each and every one certainly ready for a weekend rest. The staff were not too different either;
tired, happy and looking forward to a long soak in a warm bath!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Mary the Mother of Jesus Liturgy
Wednesday 17th May
The Catholic Church dedicates the month of May to Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ and Queen of
Heaven. May is the season of spring, a time of new life, when blossoms and flowers emerge in their
fullness. Mary’s “fiat”, or “Yes”, to do the will of God, brought forth new life, in the form of the baby
Jesus from Her sacred womb: “Mary said - Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be unto me
according to your word. And the Angel departed from her” (Luke 1:38).

During this liturgical season of devotion to Mary there is a long
standing custom known as “May Crowning”, when statues of
Mary are adorned in the church with a crown of flowers placed
on her head, and additional flowers placed around her to
remind us of Mary’s beauty, virtue, and her place as the Queen
of Heaven.

St Joseph’s honoured this tradition in the liturgy, by adorning a
statue of Mary with flowers. Then we all processed around
John Bosco gardens, singing hymns and scattering flowers,
while two pupils followed the procession with the bubble
machines. Fortunately our prayers were answered, because
although it was a very cloudy and wet on the day, it did not rain
during our procession; the event went very well, and was
enjoyed by all.
The celebration ended with our traditional sharing out of some
very tasty biscuits, shaped as flowers to symbolise the event,
made by Alison’s team.

Page 9

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

CURRICULUM NEWS
Ascension and Pentecost Liturgy
Wednesday 24th May
This week’s liturgy celebrated two very important events in the life of
the Christian church; when Jesus ascended into heaven shortly after
His Resurrection, and Pentecost when Jesus’ friends received the
power of the Holy Spirit. The events marked the commencement of
the Christian Community (the Church), together with the completion
of Jesus’ three year ministry on earth.
Jesus’ followers were ordinary men and women, but with the power
of God, through the Holy Spirit (God’s presence), they were enabled
with courage and God’s strength. They had been witnesses to the
events that happened in the life of Jesus, and spread the Christian
message throughout the whole world.

The spoken words were later written (inspired by the Holy Spirit) and formed the Bible. Today just over
2000 years later the Bible, the word of God, is the main form of reference for Christians; we therefore
have much to rejoice about the event of Pentecost. On an individual basis, the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians, gives everyone the opportunity to develop a more intimate
relationship with God; through the presence of the Holy Spirit we can have a deeper knowledge of God
the Father, Jesus the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit (the Holy Trinity).
The actual school liturgy was absolutely beautiful, and good fun for everyone. The hymn selection was
very joyful, while also spiritually moving, to complement the Gospel readings and bidding prayers.
Students and staff then went into the garden for the ceremonial release of a huge number of red
balloons filled with helium gas. Tied to their strings was a message saying “peace with you”.
We hope and pray that when the balloons eventually come down to land, that the message of God’s
peace brings comfort to those who find it? And of course we finished with lovely dove shaped,
shortbread biscuits, made by Alison …yum, yum, always much appreciated!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Duke of Edinburgh Diary Notes
Silver Assessed Expedition - May 2017
Day 1 – Wednesday 17th May 2017
(Diary from Francesca Arocas - Assessor)
I thought you might like an update on the intrepid
explorers!
After a slow start, they set off along the detailed planned
route prepared by Matt & I in advance. The weather was
not kind & by the time the team arrived at Sayers Croft
they were absolutely drenched! Fortunately we managed
to secure an indoor space so that everyone could sort
themselves out and put on dry clothes.
Mick had suggested that we might want to sleep inside but
the disappointed faces made it very clear to me that the
boys wanted the full experience whatever the weather!
We hauled all our gear over to the camping field & put the
tents up. I was super impressed by how well the students
remembered their skills from the practice expedition. The
next job was dinner. This turned out to be a real team
effort as we needed to shelter the BBQ from the torrential
rain that was still falling. We ended up cooking some of the
food on the Trangia stove. I don't think I have ever seen
such a hungry team eager to get hot food down!
After dinner we had some cookies & hot chocolate then set
about washing up. Cam arrived for his night shift & we
realised we had forgotten to save him any dinner so we
improvised & made him a bacon sarnie from our breakfast
rations.
Spirits have been high all day with lots of fun & laughter
from staff and students in spite of the poor weather. What
a great team!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Day 2 – Thursday 18th May 2017
(Diary from Francesca Arocas - Assessor)
Sorry I didn't send Day 2’s update last night, we all crashed out
exhausted after our night hike! So here it is…..
Day 2 started early with Joel singing from his tent! Soon everyone
was up although not necessarily feeling very rested. The morning got
going slowly with a hearty breakfast of 2 days worth of bacon. (Note
to self - We must remember next time that everyone's appetites are
doubled when out hiking & camping in the rain.)
The team hiked up and down hills and did some excellent map
reading. Some staff struggled when facing another hill but the beauty
of the surrey hills ... is the hills & there's no real way to avoid them!
Back at camp in the afternoon the rain started again, heavy wet rain
but not enough to dampen our spirits. We set about lighting a
campfire & cooking pasta & meatballs. Again the team were starving
and could have eaten double! I had plenty of chocolate, fruit, biscuits
& cake for everyone so eventually the team felt full.

Joel was a super star & did all the washing up & Luke made everyone
a delicious cup of tea.
Once it was dark we got our torches & headed out on a night hike.
The key was having one torch shining high enough to pick up the
reflective markers and another one so we didn't walk in giant muddy
puddles!
When we got back to camp everyone fell in to bed exhausted to the
sound of rain on the tent.

Day 3 – Friday 19th May 2017
(Diary from Francesca Arocas - Assessor)
Last day today! What a great team!
I want to thank the amazing, amazing, amazing team that made the
DofE Silver expedition possible for our young people. Without your
help, dedication, devotion & willingness to sleep in a muddy field &
walk up hills all day long it just wouldn't be possible. You are absolute
heroes in my mind.
There are so many people who have played
a part in planning, prepping, admin, catering,
moving kit and much, much more - thank you
all!

If you didn't get to see the tired, dirty faces of
Terry, Tim, Joel & Luke during their
expedition I can assure you that they loved
every minute of it!
See you for the next one in June!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Autism Awareness Celebration
Autism Awareness Day is celebrated across the world with many
different events. At St. Joseph’s we chose to celebrate our uniqueness
in a slightly unusual way. Alison and her team through clever use of
different flours and colourings prepared trays of shortbread people
which in size, shape and colour reflected the diversity that exists
amongst the staff and students at St. Joseph’s. The trays also had
bowls of coloured icing and cake decorations; class representatives
were despatched to the food tech room and on their return to the
classroom, the fun began.
Students were encouraged to decorate their shortbread person any way
they liked; some chose to use blue icing in line with our uniform and
others employed a more colourful approach where sprinkles and
chocolate buttons featured more heavily!!! Eating the shortbread “me”
was very much enjoyed.

The second activity involved even more concentration where students were asked to think of the
many things they like about each other and to somehow fit the compliment on to a single sticker. The
stickers were then worn proudly by staff and students alike.
It was certainly noticeable that a journey from one room to
another which would normally take no time at all, suddenly took
forever! This was due to the time it took to stop and read the
compliments that students and staff were “wearing”.
Alison and her team came up trumps again by baking and
decorating a wonderful Autism Day Cake. The jigsaw piece is a
familiar motif for Autism Day. The cake was then shared
amongst students and staff at lunchtime.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Work Experience and Work Related Learning
Charlotte becomes the third member of the college to gain a job at Sainsbury’s
in Cranleigh.
Charlotte made sure she was ready for her interview by going through her
responses with staff. She attended last week and met Mary who interviewed
her. Charlotte answered the questions really thoroughly and she was offered the
job on the spot. She obviously interviewed well, used great body language and
eye contact whilst answering the questions thoroughly.
This Tuesday Charlotte met Ashley, the manager, who gave her a new uniform and demonstrated what
she was required to do that day. Lucy went with her and reported that Charlotte had done a great job
and the shelves were neat and tidy just as expected by the trained staff.
As we left we noticed that they are currently recruiting there and this has given Charlotte some ideas for
the future.

PUZZLE CORNER
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will feature a word puzzle
based around a song title. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as you can.
In this edition the phrase is

“We are the World”
Of course there are those who
prefer
a
numeracy
based
challenge and for the whole of this
term we offer this challenging
suduko for you to work through.
All entries are welcome. Please
complete the puzzles and send
your replies to Lauren or Kial via
the main office - please reference
your letter or email Puzzle
Answers.
Office email is

1
1

9

3

4
9

office@stjosephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
The puzzles are just for the fun of
it, but we will be happy to publish
the names of those winners in the
newsletter.
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THERAPY NEWS
Makaton - Signs of the Week

Speech & Language - App of the Week
“Colourful Semantics” by London Speech Therapy £ 12.99
Colourful Semantics supports a child to develop:
spoken sentences
answering WH-Questions
use of nouns, verbs, prepositions and adjectives
story telling skills
written sentences
written language comprehension
It’s based on the colourful semantic approach which associates
different ‘types’ of words in a sentence, with particular colours,
across five levels of complexity.







App features










Multiple students can use the app, with the app personalised for each student
Choose the level each student is working on, with questions focusing on Who, What
doing, What, Where and Describe. Each level has the Colourful Semantics colour
coding in place.
Select from a small library of scenes within the app, or make your own using the
iPad's Camera Roll or even take a new photo with your student(s)!
Choose the number of scenes you want to use in each session.
Fun animation and music to engage and entertain.
Uses vibrant Widgit symbols, used in classrooms across the world.
Review each student’s progress, then print or share the report.
Use your own images and record your own voice for the questions, to enable use in a
range of countries and settings

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

Page 15

THERAPY NEWS
Occupation Therapy - Tips
What’s in a cookery session?
Here at St. Joseph’s the Occupational Therapists love doing cooking with the students. Not
just because we like eating, but because there are so many skills and development
opportunities embedded into the everyday tasks of preparing food.
For example, the simple act of making jelly from a powder sachet involves:


Searching and locating the packet



Using both hands to coordinate tearing open the packet



Adjusting the force used to open the packet to ensure
the contents aren’t spilt everywhere



Problem solving what to do with the packet once opened
e.g. did they anticipate they would need a bowl ready to
put it in?



Safely boiling the hot water needed (do they check the kettle has water in it before they
turn it on etc?)



Measuring the correct amount of water – always good to bring Numeracy into an activity
and obviously you have Literacy if they are able to read the packet



Visual motor integration skills as they accurately pour the water into the bowl and not
over the work top.



Wrist rotation and adjustment of speed and force as they mix the jelly.



Judgement as they decant the mixture into smaller bowls



Patience and self-regulation skills as they wait for the jelly to set in the fridge.



Any many more, the list is endless.



Most of our students here would need some, if not full support to do these tasks. More
often than not it’s just to ensure they keep going and don’t stop after one task element.
But as OTs we can use these activities to discover what individual skills deficits are
holding that child back and then work on them specifically. And the great thing is that
most of our students are motivated by cooking. It’s a win win!



So over the half term break, if you have the opportunity, have a go at some cooking
tasks with your child. Even if the only thing they are able to do is to lick the spoon at the
end, there are still skills being developed in doing just that. Have a happy half term!

Page 16

St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter

Dates for your diary
Summer Term 2016/17
JUNE
Monday 5th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 10.15-10.30am

Tues 13th/Wed 14th

Key Stage 3 - High Ashurst Activity Trip

Wednesday 14th

Leavers Trip to Chessington

Friday 16th

Medieval History Day

Wednesday 21st

Good Shepherd Liturgy at Worth Abbey
10.30-12noon - Family Coffee Morning
Key Stage Transitions

Thursday 22nd/Friday 23rd

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition

Saturday 24th

Cranleigh Carnival

Wednesday 28th

KS4/5 Royal Academy Arts Trip

Thursday 29th

Forest School Celebration

JULY
Wednesday 4th

Feeling Good Week - Indian Dance Workshop & Display
Barbecue Lunch + Inflatables

Friday 7th

Summer Sports & Fun Day

Wednesday 12th

6-7.30pm Key Stage 2/3 Parents Evening followed by
Presentation Evening and KS 3 to 4 Transition Information

Thursday 13th

2pm Leavers Mass - All Key Stages
Celebrated by Bishop Moth followed by Afternoon Tea

Friday 14th

Leavers Prom Night

Thursday 20th

6.30-9.00pm Leavers Presentation Evening + Parents Evening

Friday 21st

Last Day of Term - Students depart 1pm

Autumn Term 2017/18
SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 6th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 10.15-10.30am

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 16th June 2017.

