St. Joseph’s Specialist School & College Newsletter
Amlets Lane, Cranleigh, Surrey GU6 7DH
Tel: 01483 272449
Fax: 01483 276003
Email: Office@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
Web: www.st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk

Volume 5
Friday 5th
May 2017

Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph’s
The Summer Term has sprung into action with lots of sunshine and so many exciting
events to look forward to. I hope that you enjoyed the long Bank Holiday Weekend
with its pleasant weather for a change.
The Resurrection Liturgy made the link across the Easter Break by concluding our
‘to be continued…’ state that we inevitably finish the Spring Term with. Students,
staff and friends of St Joseph’s gathered together to sing Alleluia after the long
break from this joyful acclaim over Lent. We re-enacted the rising of Jesus from the
dead and enjoyed the Easter Chick biscuits that the kitchen staff made for us to
symbolise new life and new beginnings.
Which brings me nicely on to our new additions. Check out our Staff News article
(page 2), we have a whole gaggle of new teachers joining us as part of the changes
in the way Education and Therapy works. I recognise that our teachers who take on
whole school responsibilities such as Key Stage Leaders then find their time in class
reduced so I have taken steps to address this.
Many of you will want to congratulate Fairley who takes on the role of SENCo for St
Joseph’s. He will be working very closely with Dawn Phillips as this has been a
major part of her role. She will be showing him the ropes as she prepares to follow in
the footsteps of the Duke of Edinburgh and move to a less full time relationship with
St Joseph’s. (We’re not saying ‘retirement’ either, as we can’t bear to let her go
completely!)
Racing fixtures at Goodwood are back on the agenda and the car has had some
upgrades over the winter.
Last week I enjoyed the annual St Joseph’s Art Exhibition at the Cranleigh Arts
Centre. It really is worth a visit, pop in if you are in the area. I find it fascinating to
see the association between the students work and that of the Artist in Residence.
You can really see how they have both influenced each other and developed over
their time together.
Next week will be Activity Week and many of our students will be taking part in
exciting activities that will stretch their skills and experiences beyond the boundaries
of St Joseph’s. The activity week combines off-site adventure activities and for some
students staying away overnight, sometimes for the first time ever! I am looking
forward to visiting the various venues and will be joining the overnighters for dinner
during the week too.
Please make a note in your diaries for the May Procession to venerate Mary the
Mother of Jesus. David Purcell, our Leader of Catholicity has something truly
exciting, colourful and joyful in store on Wednesday 17th May. You are all welcome
to join us along with your friends and family.
Best wishes to you all
our love and prayers,
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STAFF NEWS

WELCOME
Jason Roe
Teaching Assistant

Monika Hosker
Deputy Head Teacher

Mandy Cowell
Art Therapist
Maternity Cover

Lucy Heffernan
Teacher
St. Phillip’s Class

Fairley Allan
Newly appointed
SENCO

Istvan Toth
Teacher
St John’s Class

Emmanuelle Dubois
Teacher
St Luke’s Class

Adrian Dumansky
Teacher
St Cuthbert’s Class

& GOODBYE
Michelle Sharples
School Nurse

Barry Pope
Science & Food Technician

CONGRATULATIONS
On Sunday 9th April, Georgia, our Artist in Residence
and her partner were delighted to welcome the safe
arrival of their beautiful baby boy. They have named
him Nuri Bodhi O’Grady and he has already met some
of our staff and students at the opening of the
wonderful Art Exhibition (see pages 8 and 9).
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FUNDRAISING
Thank you vey much to staff and families
who were very conscientious in searching
out textiles for the ‘Phil’ the Bag Collection.
Francesca and Becky had arranged for the
bags to be collected on Monday 20th March
and we were amazed and delighted to have
over 30 bags of re-useable textiles. We
were advised during the Easter Holidays
that we had raised £73.50.

Enterprise Appreciation
The range of products available through the
various St. Joseph’s Enterprise Schemes is quite
diverse and of course so are our customers!
We recently received some feedback from a very
enthusiastic customer; Edd the Black Labrador.
Edd was delighted to receive the crunchy dog
biscuits that St Nicolas’ Class had made.
Although he struggled to wait for the packet to be
opened!!
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Twelve things about: Fairley Allan
SENCO
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words
(phrases!):

Honest, hardworking, terrible memory for names, likes
words, always hungry

What’s top of your to-do list?

Get a new motorbike

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Mini Cheddars

What’s your top holiday destination?

France

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Go pot-holing. Tried it once - never again!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Richard E Grant or Tom Hanks

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have as a
teacher at my school is:

Groucho Marx

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

A professional card player

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

Being suspended for running a card school

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

Never too late. I did my first degree at university aged
49

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I talk to my chickens - and they understand me!

Why did the turkey cross the road?
Tell us your best joke:
To prove he wasn’t a chicken!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Motor Racing at Goodwood Race Track
On Sunday 23rd April our Motor Sport team took Red Bull, one
of our two electric racing cars, for a test day at Goodwood
Motor Circuit. During the winter off-season we had fitted the
car with new gearing to improve our performance. This was
also an opportunity for our newest driver, Mathew Addy, to get
some track-time.
Unfortunately, the new gearing put too much strain on the
motor, which over heated and started shorting, causing it to
break down. However, the good news is that Mathew proved
himself to be a really good driver, and fully able to cope alone
with the car failing several miles away on the far side of the
Goodwood circuit. Well done Mathew!
A big thanks to Dorek Martell who commits lots of time and
dedication to keeping the cars running and training our drivers.
We will be back at Goodwood
on Sunday 25th June for a day’s
racing.
Please join us if you can!

Women’s FA Cup Final - Saturday 13th May 2017
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Resurrection Liturgy
On Thursday 20th April, the whole school gathered to celebrate the
highlight of the Christian year; the Resurrection! Jesus rising from
the dead is the most important part of the year because it holds, for
us, the promise of new life. Jesus defeated the oldest enemy of
mankind, death itself. By being the first person to cross this
threshold, he opened the way for us too.

Death is no longer the end for us when we live close to Jesus, eternal life and happiness can be
ours. This good news is His promise and this is why we sing ‘Alleluia!’ meaning ‘praise God!’
Knowing this truth gives us something to sing about.
For our liturgy, we gathered together, the altar in our chapel mysteriously covered with a white cloth,
representing the tomb in which Jesus was laid. As we sang Alleluia for the first time since before
Lent we saw Jesus rise victoriously from his tomb! Jesus was expertly acted by Mick, our outdoor
education teacher, continued the role which he had taken during our Lenten re-enactments of the
Last Supper and Passion Liturgies. The students had previously seen Mick placed in the tomb
following the Crucifixion. This concluded our Easter story, reminding us that death is not the end.
Jesus promises us eternal life and happiness.
To complete our celebration our brilliant kitchen staff made biscuits in the shape of chicks, bunnies
and eggs. David Purcell, Head of RE, showed everyone a large Easter egg gift that had been given
to St Josephs, and promised that it would be shared around all the classes. On Friday the Chaplain
made up small bags from the chocolate egg, and put them into an Easter Lucky Dip bag to make it
fun for the young people to find a bag of chocolate to share with their class.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the Resurrection Liturgy such a reverent, prayerful and
joyous event.
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CURRICULUM NEWS

Following our return after the Easter break and once the school day had
finished, the Chaplain organised a celebration of fun and games for the young
people in the Residential House Groups. The hour of activities included: an
Easter craft table, “pin the tail on the bunny” game, egg and spoon races,
Easter shaped bubble blowing, Easter Bunny Egg Hunt story, followed by the
actual Hunt, and Lucky Dip chocolate prizes.
Everyone enjoyed their time at the craft table, painting boiled eggs, colouring
bunny masks, making small Easter puppets, and pictures with Easter themed
foam sticky labels. Music placed in the background and some brave hearted
wore Easter Bonnets. It really was a very relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.
The Chaplain then gathered all the young people around so they could all
share the story “We’re going on an Egg Hunt”; the young people helped to
participate in the story by pulling up the flaps in the book to disclose hidden
Easter Eggs.
Excitement then followed with the young people’s own Easter Egg Hunt
outside in John Bosco garden. We were very fortunate that it was a lovely
sunny evening, so the games continued with “Egg and Spoon” races before
they all went back to their respective House Groups for their evening meal.
Later the Chaplain visited each of the House Groups in turn to share biscuits
from the Resurrection Liturgy and chocolate prizes from the Lucky Dip with
those young people who had not been able to attend, so nobody missed out
on all the Easter fun and games.

Now we eagerly await the end of the Easter season, celebrating Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit comes
down from heaven to live in the hearts of all believers to lead us closer to the God who loves us. We
will celebrate this on Wednesday 24th May at 2.45pm with the release of red balloons and all our
families are welcome to join us.
Wishing you a Happy Easter!
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CURRICULUM NEWS
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The launch of our art exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre took place
on Tuesday 2nd May. The party was a well-attended, exciting event
with local visitors, friends, parents, governors, staff (both current and
past) and pupils taking part.
The arts exhibition is a celebration of work accomplished by pupils
working alongside our Artist in Residence, Georgia Lingwood, over
the past year. It is clear that the pupils have been stretched and
inspired by their opportunity to work alongside talented Georgia. The
exhibition was opened by Councillor Chris Storey, the Mayor of
Waverley. During his opening speech he praised the inspirational
approach taken by the school in developing an Artist in Residence
programme. Commenting on the pupils work he said, “It is clear from
talking to the students and seeing their creative work that they have
benefitted greatly from the experience of working alongside a
professional artist. Their art work is astonishing and their creative
development clear”. Georgia also commented that working at St
Joseph’s has influenced her art in a profound way and that she had
been inspired by our students.

Don’t worry if you couldn’t attend the launch night - the exhibition continues until Saturday
13th May, so there is plenty of time to drop by and admire the artwork.
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THERAPY NEWS
Makaton
Signs
of the
Week

PUZZLE CORNER
For those who prefer a literacy based challenge, this term each newsletter will feature a word puzzle
based around a song title. You are invited to make as many words from the phrase offered, as you
can. In this edition the phrase is

“Castle on the Hill”

Of course there are those who
prefer
a
numeracy
based
challenge and for the whole of this
term we offer this challenging
suduko for you to work through.
All entries are welcome. Please
complete the puzzles and send
your replies to Lauren or Kial via
the main office - please reference
your letter or email Puzzle
Answers.
Office email is
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office@stjosephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk

The puzzles are just for the fun of
it, but we will be happy to publish
the names of those winners in the
newsletter.
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THERAPY NEWS
Speech & Language - App of the Week
“What’s Being Said - Fun Deck” by Super Duper Publications £ 3.99
This colourful educational app has 52 illustrated picture flash cards (plus audio
of each card text). Select the cards you want students to see, and have them
use the cues in the pictures to figure out what the persons or animals in each
scene are saying. You may also use these pictures to encourage
conversational speech or as writing prompts.
• Use the app in portrait or landscape orientation.
• Select all 52 cards or just the ones you want students to see.
• Track correct and incorrect responses for an unlimited number of players.
• Advance players and cards manually or automatically.
• Receive feedback for incorrect and/or correct responses
• Discontinue game play and continue at any time.
• View results in a graph and see which questions a player missed during a
session.
• Print, E-mail and share your results.

Occupation Therapy - Tips
Crossing the midline
One of the most important gross motor skills a child needs to develop is crossing the midline. Imagine
an invisible line running down a person’s body separating the left and right sides. This is referred to as
‘the midline.’ Crossing the midline is the ability to use both sides of the body together, specifically by
crossing a body part from one side of the body into the space of the other side of the body, such as
using the right hand to scratch the left elbow.
Children develop skills in crossing the midline from an early age. These skills emerge as children
develop bilateral coordination skills. First, the two sides of the body need to learn to work well together
doing the same thing (e.g. pulling, pushing or crawling). As children learn to coordinate a skilled
“strong hand” (e.g. cutting paper using scissors) and a “assistant hand” helping (e.g. holding the
paper), the ability to spontaneously cross the midline further develops.
Children must also develop the ability to rotate their trunk. If children have poor core stability, or holds
themselves “stiffly” then this may negatively affect crossing the midline.
Crossing the midline is important not just for overall coordination but also because it builds essential
pathways in the brain. Strengthening this skill can help with gross motor skills such as sports but also
develop fine motor skills such as writing.
Some fun activities to help to develop this include:

Drawing ‘lazy 8s’ (a figure of 8 on its side) on a vertical surface

Making patterns with shaving foam using both hands

Washing large objects (cars, windows etc) with sponges using both hands
For more information, see http://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/crossing-the-midline.html and
http://alldonemonkey.com/2015/12/02/gross-motor-skills-crossing-the-midline-and-why-you-shouldcare/
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Dates for your diary
Summer Term
MAY
Tues 2nd - Saturday 13th

Art Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre

w/b Monday 8th

KS 4/5 - Activity Week

Friday 12th

Bee Cosmetics Visit

Wednesday 17th

Mary the Mother of Jesus Procession
10.00am - All Key Stages
10.30-12noon - Family Coffee Morning - Hand Massage

Wednesday 17th/Friday 19th

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Assessed Expedition

Wednesday 24th

Ascension & Pentecost Liturgy
2.45-3.15pm - All Key Stages

Friday 26th

Last Day of Term - Students depart 1pm

JUNE
Monday 5th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 10.15-10.30am

Tuesday 13th/Wednesday 14th

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition

Tuesday 13th/Wednesday 14th

Key Stage 3 - Activity Trip

Wednesday 14th

Leavers Trip to Chessington

Wednesday 21st

10.30-12noon - Family Coffee Morning - Key Stage Transitions

Thursday 22nd/Friday 23rd

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Assessed Expedition

JULY
Friday 7th

Summer Sports & Fun Day

Thursday 13th

2pm Leavers Mass - All Key Stages - Celebrated by Bishop
Moth

Friday 21st

Last Day of Term - Students depart 1pm

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 26th May 2017.

