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Letter from the Executive Principal
Dear Families and Friends of St. Joseph’s
Well I did warn you didn’t I? The last fortnight of the Spring Term is always
completely crammed with activities, and this year was no exception.
One of our alumni students, Natalie, who attends every St Joseph’s event, was here
so often in the last two weeks that it might have been easier just camping out!
Student News is really especially inspiring in this edition. I’m going to need to ask
Hannah the secret of her success; since she now holds a Slimming World Award.
We have an established celebration routine for our Patronal Feast Day by starting
the day with a celebratory Mass and after ‘birthday-style’ cake at lunch time,
finishing the day with the ‘St Joseph’s Got Talent’ show, which replaces the disco of
past years.
The event was a showcase celebrating everything that is amazing about St
Joseph’s. Without any prompting, rehearsal or warning the stage gradually filled up
with students dancing away to the final musical number. It was very reminiscent of
the ‘spontaneous’ dance routines that used to happen in the film ‘Fame’.
Palm Sunday with Chester the Donkey from Wintershall was as always a joyful
event and the weather was beautiful. Our very solemn Last Supper and Stations of
the Cross Liturgy followed on Wednesday. I am extremely humbled and moved at
the end of this liturgy when the announcement of Jesus’ death followed by the laying
of his body in the tomb brings such a stillness and quiet across our students.
I had completely forgotten that the fire brigade were coming to visit us, which gave
me a start when the engine pulled up right outside of my office window on Tuesday!
There was also Red Nose Day, the staff & students football match and a glorious
Grounds Day – a far cry from the torrential downpour of Autumn’s cancelled event.

Yesterday evening we held the Award Ceremony for Block Work Experience and
Enterprise fortnight followed by sales of enterprise goods in the dining room. It was
incredible to see the journey that so many of our students have made as they
progress towards the great world of adulthood and work beyond St Joseph’s.
This last day of the Spring Term, I am reliably informed by Fairley Allan (who has
just been promoted to the post of SENCo) will include lots of ‘Easter’ things going on
all through the day. I will certainly be keeping a keen eye out for the Easter Bunny.
Today marks the end of my first year as Executive Principal. I can’t believe how the
time has flown by. I have been so happy and privileged to serve St Joseph’s in this
way. I would like to wish you all a very peaceful and happy Spring Break. I hope that
the reflective renewal of the spirit of Easter reaches you all. As always, I look
forward to welcoming you all back to St Joseph’s for the Summer Term.
Best wishes to you all
our love and prayers,
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STAFF NEWS

Dave Collings
Learning Support Mentor

Felicity Brittain
Senior Teaching
Assistant - Engagement

WELL DONE ON
THEIR
NEW
APPOINTMENTS

Isobel Scott
Senior Teaching
Assistant - Engagement

Roxana Rosca
Senior Teaching
Assistant - Engagement

Emma Macdonald
Therapies Administrator

Peter Townsend
Maintenance Assistant

GOODBYE to
Education

Cesca Arocas
Leeha Watney
Hayley Flynn
Hannah Jarvis

Therapies

Leena Jeskanen

Care

Scott Bell
Springvale
Lorraine Parkington
Gabriella Kispal – Sarosi Supported Living

and CONGRATULATIONS
Springvale Supported Living had some lovely
news to share - the safe arrival of Mary’s baby.
Mary and Nigel Kelsey welcomed Zara Ellie to
their family, born last week and weighing a
healthy 6lb 8oz. Mother and baby are doing well.
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Dates for the Diary

ACHIEVEMENTS
Congratulations to Cesca and Alison who were recently subject to
assessments, but came through successfully.
In 2016, Cesca worked hard to see St Joseph’s becoming a recognised
“Approved Early Years Setting” for Portage provision. This service was
reviewed again for 2017 and happily we are still meeting the high standards
required.
An inspection of more unexpected sort occurred
this week when Alison and her team experienced an unannounced visit
from the Environmental Health Officer.
Alison runs a tight ship in the kitchen and following a thorough
inspection was awarded the highest rating.
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Twelve things about: Richard Hayes Teaching Assistant
WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Describe yourself in five words:

Patient, fun, calm, helpful and caring

What’s top of your to-do list?

Complete my studies.

What’s your favourite biscuit?

Chocolate digestive.

What’s your top holiday destination?

Madagascar

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million?

Eat liquorice flavoured porridge!!!

Who would play you in a film of your
life?

Richard Grant!

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES
The celebrity I’d most like to have as a
teacher at my school is:

Stephen Fry

As a child I wanted to grow up to be:

A footballer!

My most embarrassing moment in
school:

is a photo of me wearing ear defenders and swimming
goggles!

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s:

To breathe deeply and keep going!

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but:

I am really scared of daddy long-legs (crane flies)

When is a door not a door?
Tell us your best joke:
When it’s ajar!!!!
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STUDENT NEWS

The end of term has brought a sudden influx of good news.
Congratulations from the staff and Governors go to the following
students who have been recognised in their wonderful achievements.
Lee - A recent college project found Lee in the Oxfam Shop filming
Hania whilst she was undertaking her work experience. He was
obviously taken with the interesting tasks that Hania was set and
enquired separately of the Oxfam Shop manager if he could apply for a
job. This required Lee completing an application form and waiting
patiently for feedback regarding an interview. This was offered in due course and Lee made sure
whilst he was home for the weekend that his interview suit, shirt, tie and shoes were all clean and
packed for his return to College. Last Friday Lee presented himself for his interview and is delighted
to have been successful. Lee began with purpose and this week has actually completed his own shift
and that of Hania, who is off this week on a family holiday.

Hannah - One of Hannah’s targets earlier this year was to reflect on how she
could improve on the personal choices which affect her lifestyle. Hannah has
shown real commitment to an improvement plan to eating more healthily and
increasing her physical activities. The plan extended right across her education
and residential time and included subscribing to a Slimming World Programme
designed for young people. Staff were happy to support Hannah especially on the
very few occasions when she struggled. Hannah has actually been very
enthusiastic about her plan and her success has been a result of her own
determination.
An unexpected but very welcome outcome has been that Hannah was awarded Young Slimmer of
the Year by Slimming World.
Celso - Alison shared a summary of Celso’s fortnights work experience, summarised as follows;
….dressing, washing, preparing, sharpening, chopping, cutting, serving, making, mixing, filling,
piping, checking, serving again, making, weighing, serving some more, choosing, stirring, checking,
combining, serving again, weighing, mixing, baking, serving even more, washing, chopping, serving
again, rolling, kneading, cutting, grating, cooking, cutting, and finally serving again!!!....
Alison is looking forward to Celso returning in the Summer term, they were very impressed with his
enthusiasm and ability and feel he has the potential to make further amazing progress.
Hania, Olivia and Anna - were successfully awarded their Duke of Edinburgh Challenge Bronze
Award.
Over the course of the Autumn Term, the girls undertook the various
elements of the Urban Challenge which included very enjoyable trips
to Arundel and Windsor Castles. They also completed service and
skills elements and following assessment by the DofE Official Body,
were advised just this week that they had all passed.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
St. Joseph’s Day Celebrations - Wednesday 22nd March

The 19th March is a very special day each year at St. Joseph’s as it is
St. Joseph’s feast day!
A feast day is a day set aside each year for us to reflect and remember
different people who have showed us what it means to live our lives
fully for God.

As our school is named after St. Joseph, and therefore
entrusted to his care and prayers, this is a very special day for
us. This year we celebrated our feast day on Wednesday 22nd
March as the actual date fell on the Sunday before.
God must have had great trust in Joseph, because he gave his
only Son, Jesus, to him to look after. Joseph was responsible
for Jesus, he educated him, he cared for him and he would
have taken him to the temple. For us, he is an image of God
the Father. He is an image of the God who cares for us, the
God who loves us so deeply.
We began this day by celebrating Mass with Fr. David from
Cranleigh. It was a wonderful service, we heard a story about
St. Joseph who was a carpenter and brought some things
made out of wood to the altar, just like St. Joseph. This was
just the first event during a day that celebrated who we are as
a school. Mass was followed by a coffee morning for our
families and visitors; at lunch time we all received a slice of
wonderful cake made lovingly by Alison and her team in the
kitchen, including Celso. We were joined in the afternoon by
more visitors who had come to join us in our celebration of
gifts at the annual “St. Joseph’s Got Talent Show”.
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“St. Joseph’s Got Talent Show”

The talent show was a fabulous celebration
event to mark the end of St Joseph’s day.
Everyone who took part performed brilliantly
and the audience certainly showed their
appreciation by clapping/singing and dancing
along with their favourite acts. Piano music,
rap, dance, drama, expert trampoline,
comedy, films and interviews – there is no end
to our pupils talents. Well done to all the
pupils who took part and the staff who worked
so hard to help them achieve their best
performances.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
PALM SUNDAY
During this final week of the term we are celebrating Holy Week, just a little
bit early since there are 2 particular liturgies that fall during Holy Week that
we like our pupils and students to enjoy. Once again the extremely gentle
and accommodating Chester the donkey from Wintershall came with Tim and
Henry, to really bring our Palm Sunday Liturgy to life.

We gathered at the front of St Joseph's by the statue of Jesus waving palm
branches and playing percussion instruments as we re-enacted the crowds
welcoming Jesus into the mighty city of Jerusalem singing 'Hosanna' which
means 'Praise'.
David Purcell, our Head of RE and Catholicity, had brought in a very ornately
woven palm from his own church and Annie and Joey Bear carried it carefully
during the procession.

David read a liturgy to us about this event, and after singing we then set off around the croquet
lawn following Chester, waving our palm branches and singing 'Give me Joy in my Heart' and 'We
are walking in the light of the Lord' with Lloyd Hurrell leading us on guitar.
We were blessed with a
beautiful day and afterwards
everyone who wanted to, had
a chance stroke Chester and
make friends. Although he
was offered palm branches to
snack on his new friends
discovered Chester’s secret
treat
is
“Polo”
mints!
Fortunately for Chester’s diet
the mints soon ran out, but
his friends were keen for him
to stay as long as he liked.
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LAST SUPPER and STATIONS OF THE CROSS

On Wednesday we commemorated the Last Supper and the Stations
of the Cross when the same crowds that, earlier in the week, had
welcomed Jesus then cried 'Crucify him!'
The Liturgy started in the School Hall, with a short enactment of the
Last Supper, with some of our pupils and students playing the parts of
disciples as they joined Jesus in celebrating the Passover before his
death. Patience was needed waiting for Jesus to arrive!
Pupils and students had dressed up as disciples; they shared bread
and followed Jesus (played by Mick Feury) as he carried the cross
around the school grounds, pausing at regular intervals to read and
contemplate each stage of the Easter story. This year we were able to
stop at our own set of Stations which Tim Johnson from the
maintenance department had erected for us. The new Stations are
bright and colourful and can be used all year round for individual or
group devotions.

Pupils, students and staff ended the journey in the Chapel where they
reflected in silence during the reading of the particular moment when
Jesus died on the cross and was laid in the tomb. It was a deeply
moving moment of silence. We are grateful to Mick Feury who played
the role of Jesus so reverently and solemnly.
Students, staff and visitors then left the scene in silence to prepare
for Easter. It was explained that this was not the end of the story and
that when we come back after the Easter break we will continue and
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Art’s Week Outcome
Arts Week 2016 included a visit from Jo Empson, author & illustrator of
‘Rabbityness’. During the week Jo helped the students play with special ink in the
same style as her book illustrations. Their work was gathered together and Jo then
turned her work into a unique piece of art with her own drawings of rabbits. The
story is below;

SCIENCE WEEK - 13th - 19th March
This year we concentrated on honing our investigative skills as scientists. Pupils and students had
a great time choosing different seeds from a range to plant and compare the different conditions
under which plants grow.
Many of our scientists have been very creative in how
they have varied the ‘conditions’ leading to different and
sometimes unexpected results. Additional investigations
included students participating in water experiments;
which led to further interesting discoveries.
Thanks go to each of the families who have participated
in our practical projects. The extra science kits
requested for home will be sent off this week and we
look forward to hearing more about your home science
adventures after the holidays.
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CURRICULUM NEWS
Red Nose Day - Friday 24th March
Due to a very hectic final fortnight of term our usual flamboyant and
enthusiastic celebration of Red Nose Day was replaced by a more low
key affair. During the week, Barney and Lewis had been very good at
visiting the classrooms and offices and managed to sell the whole box
of noses raising £60 although no-one ‘picked’ the magic golden nose.
Next year we will need to think about buying more than just one box!

On Thursday we had a staff and students
football match where everyone’s competitive
spirit came out and staff had to be reminded it
was for charity!! Friday was great fun with
everyone sporting their noses and speaking
with funny voices, which happens when you
are unable to breath through your nose!!!

Grounds Day - Saturday 25th March
The weather was beautiful and we had a very successful day when staff, families,
community gardeners and children and young people from our residential groups
joined together to tackle the Spring Grounds Day tasks. These included painting the
new community gardeners shed, spray painting tiles for the scrabble garden and
sowing wildflowers and native
hedging at the front of the school.
We were very fortunate that Annie and Joey bear
joined us! Our gathering also included former
students who remarked that they had really
enjoyed the day. The community gardeners were
able to paint their new shed and the gardening
team had lots of help sowing the wild flower
meadow.

Fire Engine Visit - Tuesday 28th March
Everyone (well not quite everyone) was a little
surprised when a Fire Engine pulled up on the
drive on Tuesday and parked itself right across
the drive. Cesca had organised a lovely end of
term treat and the pupils and students came to
meet Trevor and his team from Cranleigh’s Fire
Station.
There was the
opportunity to try on the enormous
trousers and clamber into the main cabin.
Of course at the end of the session,
supervised use of the hose ensured that
the front lawn was well and truly watered!
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BLOCK WORK EXPERIENCE AWARD
AND ENTERPRISE EVENING
WEDNESDAY 29th MARCH
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Each year, students in Key Stages 4 & 5 take
part in a two week block of Work Related
Activities and Work Experience.
Some are placed with employers in the local
community, others work alongside members of
staff within school and some participate in
Enterprises with Teachers and Teaching
Assistants to produce items for sale.
Families, Governors and Staff are then invited to
a wonderful Presentation Evening during which
Certificates of Achievement are awarded. Many
of the items, beautifully displayed, were available
for sale in the Dining Room afterwards.
This year our Guest of Honour was Maggie
Thomas who previously lead the Work Related
Learning at St. Joseph’s.
Work Experience would not be possible without
the generosity of the businesses who support us
and we are very grateful to them;
Beechwood Farm

Café on the Park

Cranleigh School Stables

Oxfam Bookshop

Knights Garden Centre

Sayers Croft

Rainbow’s End Pre-School

Sainsbury’s

Cranleigh School Grounds Team

and the staff of
St Joseph’s Specialist School
& College
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THERAPY NEWS
Makaton
Signs of the Week

PUZZLE CORNER

Puzzle corner is finished for this term a new Word Count and Suduko will be available in the first
Newsletter of the Summer Term.

FUNDRAISING

Marathon Appeal - Sunday 23rd April
One of our family’s is running in this year’s amazing London Marathon.
Alison and James Stedeford have nominated the charity “Contact A
Family” as the beneficiary of all their training and hard work. Alison
has said that fundraising is going well but all contributions would be
very gratefully received since every little helps. Here is a link to
Alison’s fundraising page; http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AlisonStedeford

‘Phil’ the Bag™
Thank you vey much to staff and families who were very conscientious in searching out textiles
for the ‘Phil’ the Bag Collection. Francesca and Becky had arranged for the bags to be collected
on Monday 20th March and we were amazed and delighted to have over 30 bags of re-useable
textiles.
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THERAPY NEWS
Speech & Language - App of the Week
Emotions - by I CAN DO APPS, LLC - available at £ 4.99
A fun way to learn to recognise
emotions using real photos.
Emotions include - happy, sad,
scared, surprised and angry.
This Emotions apps bundle
includes our 4 emotions apps Emotions, Emotions 2, Emotion
Flashcards and Baby Emotions.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app-bundle/emotions-apps/id917683479?mt=8

Occupation Therapy - Tips
Mindfulness
Sometimes we can be distracted by things that have happened in the past or that might occur in the
future. Mindfulness means paying attention to the present moment. It can help us become calmer and
be more focused. Therefore, we are able to have a clearer mind and work much better.
One way to think about our mind and our attention is with the wheel of mindfulness. At the centre of
the wheel is our mind and the spokes of the wheel represent the different areas we can place our
attention.
An example of mindfulness, focusing on the spoke
of sensations/touch, is completing a “bodyscan”.
This is where we focus on the sensations that we
can feel from moment to moment throughout the
body. It is best to sit in a comfortable position before
beginning, with your eyes either closed or resting on
one spot on the floor in front of you.
Begin by taking one or two deep breaths, then let
your breath return to normal and bring your attention
into the soles of your feet and feeling the sensations
in them. Then expand your attention throughout the
whole of your legs…do they feel warm or cold?
Then continue to move your attention up the body until focusing your attention on the whole of the
body – feeling the whole body breathing in and breathing out.
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Dates for your diary
Summer Term
APRIL
Wednesday 19th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 10.15-10.30am

Thursday 20th

2.45-3.15pm - Resurrection Liturgy (All Key Stages)

Wednesday 26th

10.30-12.00am - Family Coffee Morning

Friday 28th

KS 4/5 - Choices & Decisions Day - Guildford

MAY
Monday 1st

Bank Holiday - School & College Closed

Tuesday 2nd

Art Exhibition - Launch Event

Tues 2nd - Friday 12th

Art Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre

Friday 5th

Autism Awareness Day - Onesie Day

w/b Monday 8th

KS 4/5 - Activity Week

Wednesday 10th

Mary the Mother of Jesus Procession
12.45-1.15pm - All Key Stages

Wednesday 17th

10.30-12noon - Family Coffee Morning - Hand Massage

Wed 17th - Fri 19th

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition

Wednesday 24th

Ascension & Pentecost Liturgy
2.45-3.15pm - All Key Stages

Friday 26th

Last Day of Term - Students depart 1pm

JUNE
Monday 5th

First Day of Term - Students arrive 10.15-10.30am

The next newsletter will be published on Friday 5th May 2017.

