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Letter from the Executive Principal 

Dear Families and Friends of St Joseph’s,  
 
The leaves are just starting to show the first signs of Autumn at St Joseph’s and I 
was reminded of one of my annual OCD traits as I couldn’t resist going out of my 
way to step on a particularly crunchy fallen leaf. The last week of any half term at 
St Joseph’s is always exhilarating and exhausting rolled into one, and our Arts 
Week culminating with the wonderful St Joseph’s Oscars Film Ceremony is no 
exception. 
As always the newsletter is jammed full of so many lovely activities that have 
been going on and the pictures of the Silver Duke of Edinburgh are particularly 
special as this nationally recognised award has been made available to our 
learners through the dedication and commitment of the staff who put on extra 
layers to camp out on two of most freezing cold nights that we’ve had in a long 
time. 
October is one of two months traditionally set aside to celebrate Mary the mother 
of Jesus and this last week we had two very spiritual liturgies which involved 
processing with our statue of Mary scattering petals, cascading bubbles, 
swinging incense and singing. Whilst we were doing this Simon, our new Head 
Teacher, led a small but enthusiastic group on the Pilgrimage walk at Arundel. 
We are all very proud of our Art Teacher Kath who has won Teacher of the Year 
Award in Art. Her energy and passion for teaching Art at St Joseph’s has been 
properly recognised and we feel very lucky to have her as part of our team. The 
entire Creative Arts team have been leading Arts week and as part of the many 
events that were going on Denise Topolski of NADFAS Young Arts came to see 
what we were getting up to. She was incredibly impressed and hopes to continue 
strengthening our links with NADFAS in the year ahead. 
Last week the Senior Leadership Team all went to Manchester to attend the 
NASS (Non Maintained & Independent Special Schools) Annual Conference. 
This is a hugely relevant and extremely useful organisation that St Joseph’s is a 
member of. By all going together we were able to attend virtually all of the 
workshops and have come back with our heads buzzing with lots of new 
information and ideas.  
It’s almost unbelievable that the Half Term break is upon us already. When we 
return the gallop towards Christmas will be well and truly in motion. Make a note 
in your diaries that our Coffee Morning on Wednesday 16th November is an 
opportunity to meet Simon Jaggard our new Head Teacher and to find out all 
about his vision and hopes for St Joseph’s as well as discovering a bit more 
about the man behind the jovial laugh  
I wish you all a happy Half Term break. I’m sure many of you will be enjoying all 
the events associated with the drawing to a close of Autumn and the fast 
approaching Winter. Keep safe and warm and I look forward to welcoming you all 
back in November. 
 
Best Wishes to you all, our love and prayers,  
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AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 

At a recent Borough of Greenwich Awards Evening, Jaden 
was twice honoured i) for his “ Achievement in the Arts” and 
ii) as Runner Up in the “Outstanding“ Category. During the 
evening he took to the stage in front of a large audience to 
play musical pieces he had chosen himself. He told 
Elizabeth, Leader of Art & Drama, “I loved it, and they 
clapped a lot”. The audience included the Mayor, Cabinet 
Members and other dignitaries, families and friends.  A 
message from the organisers said “it was a wonderful 
evening and Jaden was incredible - really incredible, he had 
the whole place rapt.”  Congratulations to Jaden. 

Achievement Awards - Jaden Brown 

Unique Arts Awards 2016 (UAA 2016) - Winner  
Kathryn Hitchings - Arts Teacher in Special Education  

During the Summer Elizabeth Lickiss 
submitted a nomination to The Mouth and 
Foot Painting Artist Trust Fund who 
sponsor the Unique Arts Awards. The 
nomination was for Kathryn Hitchings in 
the category of Art Teacher in Special 
Education. At the recent awards evening  
we were delighted to learn that Kathryn 
had indeed won the category. As well as 
being recognised as an extraordinary art 
teacher, Kathryn received on our behalf a 
prize of £2000 for new art equipment. 
Congratulations to Kathryn. 

New Chair of NASS - Sue Collins 

Last week 5 members of the School Leadership Team (SLT) travelled to 
Manchester for the Non-Maintained and Independent Special Schools (NASS) 
Annual Conference. Sue Collins, Director of Business & Administration made 
an introductory speech alongside the current chairman of NASS to welcome 
delegates to the conference. All the schools attending deal with many similar 
issues and being able to meet other organisations and exchange ideas and 
discuss solutions to common difficulties is really helpful. The whole event was  
extremely informative and the workshops genuinely had something for 
everyone as far as our SLT is concerned.   
Sue and Simon, Headteacher, attended the final event of the conference, the 
NASS Annual General Meeting and Sue was elected as Chair which is 
extremely exciting for us as the links that she can continue to forge on our 
behalf will be invaluable. Congratulations to Sue. 



WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

Describe yourself in five words: 
Bubbly, caring, ambitious, determined, dramaqueen 
(I’m cheating and making it one word)  

What’s top of your to-do list? 
To do some travelling and see more of this beautiful 
world  

What’s your favourite biscuit? Marks & sparks white chocolate chip cookies - yum  

What’s your top holiday destination? New York at Christmas - it's magical  

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million? Cut off all my hair  

Who would play you in a film of your 
life? 

Renée Zellweger – simply because I find her hilarious  

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES 

The celebrity I’d most like to have as a 
teacher at my school is: 

Ant or Dec (or preferably both)  

As a child I wanted to grow up to be: 
A teacher (until I discovered the wonderful occupation 
of speech and language therapy)  

My most embarrassing moment in 
school: 

When I did a solo at a school concert and thought I 
sounded fantastic… then watched the video back and 
realised I didn't sound so fantastic! Whoops 

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s: 
Don't take life too seriously, smile and have fun at 
every opportunity  

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but: My middle name is Marietta and I dislike it A LOT  

Tell us your best joke: 

Billy stops Paddy in Dublin and asks for the quickest 
way to Cork. 
 
Paddy says: "Are you on foot or in the car?" 
 
Billy replies: "In the car." 
 "Well that's the quickest way," says Paddy 

Twelve things about:   Grace Mullin 
      S&L Therapist 
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CURRICULUM NEWS 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

PUMPKIN PICKING AT SECRETTS OF MILFORD 

On Wednesday 19th October, St Clare and St 
Christopher’s Classes went offsite to enjoy the last 
of the mild Autumn weather.  Learners and staff 
donned suitable clothing and armed with 
excitement and enthusiasm embarked on an 
expedition to Secretts of Milford, a wonderful 
location if you need to pick a pumpkin!!  
Luckily both classes took their cameras and, as 
you can see from the photos, everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed a wide variety of activities.  

The pumpkin field was huge so everyone boarded the trailer that was attached to the tractor. The tractor 
took them right into the pumpkin field and they were all really amazed at the variety of pumpkins, green, 
orange and even yellow which we didn't expect. Each colour came in a range of sizes, enormous to tiny 
and smooth to lumpy, not everyone liked the lumpy one!! 
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CURRICULUM NEWS  

Throughout the month of October, the Catholic Church in its 
traditions celebrates Our Lady of the Rosary.  
The Rosary prayer beads are named after the flower the 
rose, because the rose is considered to be one of Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus’s favourite flowers. The Rosary prayer 
beads are used by individuals to focus prayer and 
contemplation on the life of Jesus, and Mary as his mother. 
The Rosary is therefore a form of meditation and an 
opportunity for quiet prayer time. 
The Learners in their recent RE classes have been taught 
about this subject and the Annunciation of Our Lady, when 
Mary said “Yes”, and surrendered to the will of God, to 
conceive God’s Son Jesus. The Our Lady Procession 
Liturgy was a celebration to mark this occasion in the 
Church Liturgical Calendar. 
The celebration on Wednesday took place twice so that 
each Key Stage could attend. We were blessed with no rain 
which meant that the procession began in St John Bosco’s 
Garden and Annie carried the statue of Mary followed by 
families, friends and Governors as well as the learners and 
staff scattering flower petals, blowing bubbles, and singing 
hymns in celebration. The procession circled the garden 
and finished in the Chapel where Annie thankfully placed 
Mary on the altar (Annie says after a while that Mary does 
get heavy). The celebration was beautiful, and everyone 
sung with a cheerful heart, full of praise and joy. Dawn and 
Elizabeth read the bidding prayers and our Chaplain Angela 
read the Gospel of the Annunciation of Our Lady.   

Our Lady Procession Liturgy  
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CURRICULUM NEWS  

There is another pilgrimage this weekend; the Pilgrimage to the Holy Door at the Cathedral for groups 
with Learning Difficulties on Sunday 23rd October. Although this is during the holidays, Margaret Fraher, 
Inclusion Adviser for the Diocese of Arundel & Brighton has asked us to extend the invitation to families.  
 
David Purcell, St. John’s class teacher has offered to help with the music and/or Makaton signing and 
will be attending. Of course families are welcome to contact Margaret directly for more details 
Margaret.fraher@dabnet.org or by phone on 01293 651196. 

££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 

Romanian Children Shoebox Appeal 

This term we will once again be supporting Cranleigh Rotary and St. Nicolas’ Church in their Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal. Staff and families are invited to fill a shoebox with gifts appropriate to a boy or girl of a 
particular age, to wrap it in colourful paper and bring/send it to school. Further details of the appeal and 
a list of possible items will be included in the next newsletter.  These boxes are to be sent to deprived 
and disabled children in western Romania.  
Final date for donations will be 14th November in order that the boxes can be transported in time for 
Christmas.   

On Wednesday 19th October,  we set off to join the inaugural St Phillip Howard 

Feast Day Mass and Pilgrimage. Our journey took us from Cranleigh to Arundel, 
but some schools from across the diocese had to travel much further.  
The plans for the day included a pilgrimage around Arundel, along past the river 
and up through the high street, ending in the Cathedral. The route itself was 
designed for Secondary School pupils and although we did not join it on this 
occasion, there was a shortened more accessible version that we feel we could 
follow in future. St. Joseph’s “pilgrims”, Simon, 'Cesca & Marzena, together with 2 
learners from St Christopher’s joined the congregation in the nave of the 
Cathedral.   
There was a lovely mass led by Bishop Richard Moth, concelebrated by other 
priests from the diocese as well as contributions from the many schools present, 
with pupils undertaking reading the Bidding Prayers, Gospel Readings and playing 
wonderful music. It was a beautiful day and we felt very fortunate to be part of it. 
Afterwards we were able to meet with the Bishop who was pleased to see us 
again. Although official refreshments were reserved for dignitaries, Alison had 
supplied us with a delicious packed lunch and we returned to our minibus to eat 
together in the park, enjoying our sandwiches and discussing which parts of the 
day we had liked the most.  

St Phillip Howard Feast Day  
Mass & Pilgrimage 

mailto:mailtoMargaret.fraher@dabnet.org
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Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition (Practice)  

“Yesterday was glorious, my fitbit recorded just under 10 miles but the boys 
did more as they did a lot more running around camp! We walked up Leith 
Hill and met a lot of animals along the way including cows, horses, sheep, 
geese, turkeys, lamas and a friendly dog called Walter. It was very apparent 
that we weren’t the only ones enjoying the countryside! Joel is scared of 
animals especially dogs but was exceptionally brave.  
 
Luke decided at the first style that we needed to help each other so we did, 
I was very grateful for this as it meant they shared carrying my bag - my ribs 
are very sore still. 
 
We got to camp at 4pm & were met by Chris & Michael. The boys got busy 
putting up their tents & the staff wrestled to put up a tent for Mitch our 
waking night. We had pasta for dinner. Tim & Terry set a lovely camp fire 
which we sat around chatting until 9pm when we turned in. Well except 
George who went to bed at 7:30pm! 
 
It was a cold night but everyone slept well (except me & Lorena!) the boys 
woke at 7am very cheery and full of stories for Lottie who popped over to 
help us make bacon sandwiches! “ 

Day 1 
(Excerpt from the Expedition Diary) 
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Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition (Practice)  

“Morning! Yesterday the day staff arrived and after washing up, tidying 
our camp & a second cup of tea we set off on our hike. We are very 
lucky be in the stunning Surrey Hills however that does mean that 
everything is up hill! We headed for the top of Holmbury Hill to the 
viewpoint. The path was incredibly steep but we made it as a team, 
helping & supporting each other. Luke carried my bag, Tim & Terry 
offered steadying hands on the steepest slopes. There was lots of hilarity 
which resulted in the boys giving each other funny nicknames.  
 
It was cold & windy at the top but clear enough for a beautiful view. We 
could see as far as London & could make out the skyline of the Shard, 
the Gherkin & other familiar buildings. For the next leg of our journey 
Luke took over navigation - it's amazing to see how his skills have 
developed as he expertly guided us to the next check point.  
 
By 2pm we were all starting to flag. Matt got out his chocolate rations & 
we were boosted enough to keep going. At every opportunity Joel sat 
down and at one point George perched on a log and fell backwards! He 
was 'fine'. The two day walking & first night camping had taken their toll. 
We arrived back at base camp & collapsed - for about 5 mins!  
 
The boys perked up and started running around fetching firewood with 
Clive, looking at the farm animals & getting dinner. Lottie helped make 
hotdog sausages in tomato sauce with rice. After dinner & washing up 
when the sun was down we set off for a night hike! George had an early 
night but the rest of us toasted marshmallows on the campfire & chatted 
until Sean arrived with his 'greens' - very sensible outdoor clothing 
perfect for a WN shift in a field! Lucy Meadows eventually found us after 
a satnav mishap and shortly after 9pm we were tucked up 'Snug in a rug' 
as Terry says. We all slept well - even me! I woke once at 5am because 
Joel was sleep 'singing'! Lottie returned this morning to make porridge & 
bacon rolls! 
  
We'll pack up camp & head back to school - see you around lunch time! “ 

Day 2 
(Excerpt from the Expedition Diary) 
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ARTS WEEK - OCTOBER 2016 

Arts Week 2016 is now over but what a week it has been. Elizabeth 
Lickiss, Subject Leader in Drama and the Arts and her team organised 
a huge variety of activities and events culminating in our annual Oscar 
Awards ceremony.  Special guests this year were artist Kev Munday, 
author Jo Empson, performance group Baked Bean Company and our 
artist in residence Georgia Lingwood.  

We were also very privileged to work with Jo Empson, who told the learners about her journey to 
producing her first book and helped them to create their own illustrations.  Author and illustrator. Jo 
Empson graduated from Cambridge School of Art with a Masters in Children's Book Illustration.  Her 
first author/illustrator picture book Rabbityness was nominated for 8 awards and shortlisted for the 
Waterstones Children's Book Prize 2013.   
The Baked Bean Company showed the learners that disability doesn’t have to stop you becoming 
brilliant actors and dancers.  Their performances were breathtakingly inspiring and included many 
adult actors who have special needs.  The learners loved their performances and from their 
discussion afterwards it was clear that they had learned a lot. 
Not to be outdone our arts team provided the learners with a chance to enjoy dance, drama, music, 
pottery and art workshops as well as classroom based activities. Georgia Lingwood, worked with our 
learners on a wonderful tree sculpture which we’ll be situating in the school grounds.   

Kev Munday who helped the learners create the most 
fantastic mural. Kev’s creations have featured in dozens 
of publications including The Independent, Front, The 
Evening Standard, Vice and Knowledge Magazine. His 
painting skills have earned him commissions from clients 
including Walt Disney, Fabric Nightclub, Monster Energy 
Drink and Guitar Hero. When not in the studio working 
on new pieces, Kev is regularly exhibiting and “live 
painting” at events all over the world. Having recently 
been invited to exhibit his ‘theLIVINGroom’ installation 
outside London’s O2 Arena, performed a live painting 
performance at the European Winter X-Games in Tignes 
and collaborated with renowned furniture designer Stuart 
Melrose.  
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ARTS WEEK - OCTOBER 2016 

As part of Arts Week 2016, we spent a day running puppet and story-telling 
workshops for the learners. The weather kept us indoors, so we were unable 
to take advantage of our new outdoor puppet theatre. However, learners and 
staff from across the key stages were enthusiastically engaged in the 
workshops. We started with a blank canvas and the results ranged from 
minimalist to colourful and detailed character puppets. Learners were then 
encouraged to explore the room with their puppets and look at the Makaton 
‘story ideas’ signs. These included prompts such as ‘name the puppet’ and 
‘what does the puppet like?’. This was to support in developing an identity for 
the puppets and to aid story telling for the latter part of the workshop.  
We improvised an indoor theatre and learners bravely stood up in front of 
friends and staff to present their puppet show, which took the forms of 
collaborative and solo performances. There were many interesting characters 
and storylines shared. Learners were encouraged to take their puppets 
home, some had more than one as they had enjoyed it designing them so 
much! The day saw a huge amount of laughter, engagement and imagination. 
Huge thanks to all of the learners who shared their stories and artistic skills. 
Further thanks to the many staff members who joined in the workshops, 
providing support and encouragement.  
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WORK EXPERIENCE - ENTERPRISE  

Barney is weighing out the ingredients for his Red Onion and 
Rosemary Focaccia. He is aiming to be as accurate as possible. Too 
much water and the dough is too sticky, too little and it doesn’t bind 
together. This proves to be an excellent problem solving activity. 
 
Olivia is a great baker. She now measures out all her ingredients, 
kneads the dough and is has become an expert at creating Cheese 
and Garlic Knots. These are particularly popular with Lee and John on 
the staff who order weekly.  
 
Callum is now an old hand at baking. He particularly likes making the 
focaccia for his group each Thursday, as they have a regular order. 
He is a master kneader and here he is preparing the cheese and 
garlic dough. 

Introducing the new “Roll Models” Team 
for 2016/17 

Joel works well in the bakery. He helps prepare the 
onions, not always the most popular job, as well as 
making his own particular dough. Joel follows the recipe 
well and is very accurate with his measurements. He 
likes  creating the breads after their second proving.  
 
Lewis helps with all the tasks and often makes those 
finishing touches all the better. Here he has spread the 
final olive oil over the focaccia ready for it’s second 
proving. 
 
The “Roll Models” have regular orders to fulfil from 
group, staff and one parent who has ordered many a 
batch for parties and celebrations. 
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Testimonial - from Lizzie Hurst (Parent & Governor) 

“Roll Models” Bakery - New Flavour Trials 
 
This week “Roll Models” Bakery have trialled “Olivia’s Marmite and Cheese” rolls. They were 
separately crafted in two different ways. One of her doughs was marbled with marmite and cheese. 
The second was a cheese dough, rolled out, spread with marmite and grated cheese, rolled into a 
sausage and then cut into whirls. Both were then baked and the results were wonderful.  
We asked several people to decide which they liked the most. Olivia, Katie and Caroline had a sneaky 
first taste and all preferred the marbled version. Kirstie liked the marbled one but said she would like a 
little cheese on the top to add a different texture. Emma in surgery told Olivia that they were really 
both as good as each other.  
Olivia presented them to the rest of the “Roll Models” enterprise group for a tasting session during 
circle time. Staff and learners were asked to vote for their favourite. They decided that they liked them 
equally with a score of 6:6. So expect both of them on the menu! 
Joel also made some changes this week. He was asked to divide his dough into 8 which he did really 
well but instead of making cheese and garlic knots he made them into wedges as a sharing bread.  

“We read about Roll Models, the Leavers' Bakery in the Newsletter in January. We 
liked the idea of ordering bread made by learners in the St. Joseph's community in-
stead of buying bread in a shop, - and the photos looked delicious!  
 
We order bread every Tuesday and collect it, still warm, at the end of the day on 
Thursday. We can tell when the bakers have been hard at work as you can smell the 
bread as soon as you walk through the school door. The bread tastes as good as it 
smells. 
 
We like the fact we know exactly what ingredients go into the bread. We know and 
trust the bakers and their professional standards and that if we have a question 
about the bread we can ask the bakers direct.  
 
We have used the focaccia at lunch and supper with friends and family and the knots 
and swirls also worked well at a birthday party. 
 
The big focaccia loaves freeze well and are lovely warmed up in the oven just before 
eating. 
 
We are looking forward to picking up this week's order!                 Lizzie Hurst 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Boggle is a brilliant word 
game where you connect 
the letters to form words.  
 

The only rule is that you 
can’t use the same letter 
twice.   
No naughty words either!  
 

Learners can make two 
letter words but adults have 
to make four letter words in 
order to count.   

Boggle 

Send your words to Lauren Robins on: 
lrobins@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk for a chance 
to win some lovely prizes! 
Closing Date  - Friday 9th December 2016  
Winners to be announced in Newsletter issued on - 
Wednesday 21st December 2016 

 

 

f s u 

b h a 

s a e 

m c d 

Coffee Morning - Wednesday 16th November 

The next coffee morning will be held on Wednesday 16th November from 10.30-12noon. This will 
be an opportunity to meet with Simon Jaggard,  who took up his new position as Headteacher  at 
the beginning of the Autumn Term.  As always our Family Link worker will be hosting, Please come 
and join us.  

We will be hosting our Autumn Grounds Day on Saturday 12th November. This is a great 
opportunity for families and friends to join our learners, staff and our community gardeners as we 
undertake a number of projects scheduled for the day:  
i) Working on the train and boat in the adventure playground, brightening them up with some  
colourful wood stain. 
 
ii) Planting trees, shrubs and wildflowers on the bare slope next to the new car park to bring it back 
to a natural landscape which will support a variety of wildlife.  
 
iii) To do our bit to help overcome the problem of declining hedgehog numbers, we will be building 
hedgehog houses in the woodland walk. 
  
We will provide all our hardworking gardeners with hearty soup & bread, tea and coffee, but please 
feel free to bring a picnic if you wish. Dress appropriately too! – wellies, gloves and suitable clothing. 
As always, please let the main office know that you will be attending.   

Grounds Day - Saturday 12th November 
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Occupational Therapy - Sensory Circuits 

THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton  
Signs  
of the  
Week 

Speech & Language - APP OF THE WEEK 

Montessori Crosswords 
“A Fun Phonics Game for Kids to Learn to Sound Letters & Alphabet’” 

By L'Escapadou  

This app is available from iTunes for use on the iPhone and iPad. The app pro-
vides a fun way to build on awareness of phonic sounds.  

A sensory circuit is a group of activities aimed at providing sensory and motor input to enable the young 
person to be calm and alert, so that they are in a state conducive to engagement in an activity. The 
circuit involves an alerting activity, an organising activity (a sensory motor activity) and a calming 
activity. 
Alerting activities can include:   Star jumps 

     Stamping feet 
     Windmill arms 
     Burpees 

 
Organising activities can include:  Heads, shoulders, knees and toes 

     Touching elbow to alternate knee 
     Clapping hands together above head or behind back 
     Rubbing belly and pat head, simultaneously 

 
Calming activities can include:  Stretching up high 

     Pressing their hands on their head 
     Rolling shoulders slowly 
     Deep breathing 

A sensory circuit can be used as a way of regulating. These activities can be tried at home – do one or 
two of each of the activities in the alerting, organising and calming order. 
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 18th November 2016. 

Dates for your diary 

NOVEMBER  

Wednesday 2nd 1)     10.15 - 10.30am Learners return to School 

 2)     Roast Dinner Day 

Friday 4th  Key Stage 1/2/3 - Farm to Fork Workshop 

Friday 11th  11am - 1 minute silence 

 Learner Take Over Day  (previously scheduled for 18th November)  

Saturday 12th  10 - 12.30pm: Grounds Day 

15th/16th Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Urban City Expedition  

Wednesday 16th  10.30 - 12noon Family Coffee Morning - Meet the New Headteacher 

Friday 18th  1)     Children in Need - Spotacular Day 

Monday 21st  Children in Need Disco 

Wednesday 23rd  Mass to close The Year of Mercy - time tbc 

Wednesday 30th  

Advent & Christingle Celebration  

Key Stage 1/2/3: 12.45 - 1.15pm  

Key Stage 4/5: 2.45 - 3.15pm 

DECEMBER  

Friday 2nd  Christmas Fair 10 -11.30am  

Tuesday 13th  Christmas Lunch and Disco  

 Wintershall Nativity Rehearsal 7pm 

Wednesday 14th Family Coffee Morning - FestiviTea 

Friday 16th  Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 2016 

Tuesday 20th  2pm & 7pm Carol Service and Nativity (All Key Stages) 

Wednesday 21st  Last day of term - Learners finish 1pm 


