
Dear Families and Friends of St Joseph's, 
 

We are officially into Autumn now and yet the golden days continue to be kind to 
us. However, on Wednesday evening I set our log burning stove going at home 
whilst we watched Bake Off as a family, and I thought about our Duke of Edinburgh 
group settling down for the evening in Forest Green in their tents as they undertook  
the expedition section of their practice event for this year’s Silver Award!  
 

Back in school we have celebrated Harvest Festival. We also welcomed our 
families and grandparents to join us for lunch and a visit to their learner’s 
classroom for this new academic year. They also had the opportunity to meet the 
teachers and tour the workshops of our Specialist Subjects. Several families were 
able to join us to find out what the new year ahead holds and to ask questions 
about the curriculum and expectations. If you missed out on this opportunity, 
please contact your class teacher and arrange to visit them and see the new class 
that your learner is settling into.  
 

Our adventure playground had to be closed this week so that Carol's ground's team 
could install the new Trapeze Swing Set! very exciting. We are so grateful for the 
many different contributors to our fundraising efforts that allow these fantastic 
additions to the experiences that we can provide for our learners. Another surprise 
donation has meant that our Work Experience Greeting Card Enterprise venture 
has had a significant boost in materials, Christmas cards are bound to be in 
production as I speak. 
 

The racing season drew to a final and successful close. Fairley Allen, Dorek and 
the team raced our cars on another fair weather day at Dunsfold before parking up 
for the winter. I am very excited to hear that there are some extremely ambitious 
plans afoot for a leaner, faster, slicker machine for next season. Fairley is looking 
for someone who can help us out and weld aluminium for the ground team to be 
able to transform one of our existing cars into a supercar.   
 

Looking ahead one of my many favourite activities has changed its date. Grounds 
Day will now be on 12th November - you'll remember that at the last one we 
created the paths leading through the Nature Area to the new Outdoor Classroom. 
Dust off your wellie boots and put the date in your diary to join in outdoor work 
improving the grounds with your family and friends, to be rewarded with the lovely 
hot homemade soup by our kitchen staff afterwards.  
 

There are always so many things that happen from one newsletter to the next, and 
Niki only allows me 510 words so it's really challenging for me to pick out the items 
to highlight. However, when you are next visiting St Joseph's make sure that you 
ask to see the absolutely lovely outdoor, hand carved, puppet theatre situated on 
the orchard lawns. Every time I walk past it I smile to myself as I think of how much 
happiness this will bring to so many. 
 

Best wishes to you all, our love and prayers,  
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STAFF NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Staff (no photo available) 
 
Sarah Duncton -  
Teaching Assistant -  St Martha’s 
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Jeans for Genes 

Each year we support this very worthwhile charity. The 
money raised across the country on Jeans for Genes 
Day funds a range of initiatives that improve the quality 
of life for children and families who are affected by 
genetic disorders. It is estimated that one in 25 children 
is affected by a genetic disorder and 30,000 babies and 
children are newly diagnosed in the UK each year. 
 
This year the theme from the Charity was to “Overdo it 
in Denim” Staff and Learners were encouraged to dig 
out their denim no matter how old or outrageous and 
wear it proudly on Friday 23rd September.  
The turn out was very interesting and everyone’s 
support was very appreciated. Donations were also 
encouraged but not compulsory since raising 
awareness was one of the objectives.  
 
This year we donned our denim and favourite outfits 
and raised £61.91.  
 
Further information about the charity can be found at -  

http://www.geneticdisordersuk.org/ 

In the last newsletter, we featured news of an exciting new piece of 
equipment for the outside gym, the Monkey Bars. The main purpose being 
to support the learners as they develop their proprioceptive system. In 
addition to receiving a donation to purchase and erect the Monkey Bars, 
we were aware of a separate successful fundraising appeal to enhance our 
Adventure Play area with similar equipment.  
The Downlands Educational Trust have very generously funded the 
purchase and installation of a Trapeze Rings Set which will see our 
learners having more fun just “hanging around”.  
The Downlands Educational Trust had also heard about the benefits our 
learners could experience from “hanging “in mid-air and as we try hard to 
provide play equipment to cater for all our children, we decided to install a 
set of 7 trapeze rings in the Adventure Playground.   Sadly the Playground 
had to be closed at short notice for an entire day but perfect weather 
conditions saw the Trapeze Rings soon installed and thanks to Thomas 
Pestana, we even managed to make sure they were made to measure!     
These “rings” are extremely robust and already proving popular with those 
wanting more of a challenge whilst exercising, whilst others will enjoy the 
experience of simply hanging around, and giving their bodies the feedback 
they crave.   

Adventure Play - Trapeze Swing 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 

FUNDRAISING SUCCESS 

http://www.geneticdisordersuk.org/


WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

Describe yourself in five words: 
Thoughtful, patient, generous, considerate and 
perhaps a little pedantic 

What’s top of your to-do list? Visit friends in Australia 

What’s your favourite biscuit? Hobnob 

What’s your top holiday destination? 
The Sierra Nevada Mountain Range, Northern 
California 

What wouldn’t you do for £1 million? 
Watch Manchester United (unless being beaten by 
Manchester City, of course) 

Who would play you in a film of your 
life? 

Steve Martin 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES 

The celebrity I’d most like to have as a 
teacher at my school is: 

Bill Bryson 

As a child I wanted to grow up to be: An Anaesthetist 

My most embarrassing moment in 
school: 

It was as a teacher, I forgot to go to a lesson during an 
OFSTED inspection. It will never happen again! 

If I’ve learned one thing, it’s: 
That life always continues to surprise and learning 
never stops. 

I shouldn’t be telling you this, but: I’m not awfully keen on spiders 

Tell us your best joke: 
Bungalows, huh?  
 
There’s just one major flaw with them. 

Twelve things about:   Bill Sharkey 
      Workshop Teacher 
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CURRICULUM PLANS 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 

Romanian Children Shoebox Appeal 

This term we will once again be supporting Cranleigh Rotary and St. Nicolas’ Church in their Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal. Staff and families are invited to fill a shoebox with gifts appropriate to a boy or girl of a 
particular age, to wrap it in colourful paper and bring/send it to school. Further details of the appeal and 
a list of possible items will be included in the next newsletter.  These boxes are to be sent to deprived 
and disabled children in western Romania.  
Final date for donations will be 14th November in order that the boxes can be transported in time for 
Christmas.   

Duke of Edinburgh - Silver Award 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a wonderful adventure and it’s 
appeal lies in the many varied undertakings that each young 
person (aged 14-24) will complete. It will involve setting personal 
challenges; understanding the effort that needs to be invested 
and appreciating the achievements which can be made. There 
are three levels,  

Last year a number of our young men set themselves the 
challenge to complete the Bronze Award and in the summer  
received their certificates in recognition of each of them 
successfully reaching their goal. This term, 5 of them have 
chosen again to embark upon another journey - this time the 
Silver Challenge. On Wednesday, they began the practice 
expedition element and can be seen here, at the very top of Leith 
Hill, near Dorking. The weather was amazing and they could see 
how far they had walked. A huge improvement on the Bronze 
expedition, when it rained non stop for 3 days and nights!  

Bronze (ages 14+) Silver (ages 15+) Gold (ages 16+) 

BBC + Eagle Radio - Broadcasting Experiences 

Jack our Media Teacher is asking for learners from across the school 
and College to be part of 2016/17’s BBC School Report Team.  
Last year we were very successful in this enterprise.  
Activities included interviewing the Bishop, Richard Moth and our 
Principal on her retirement after 28 years at St. Joseph’s. The interviews 
were broadcast by local radio, BBC Surrey and proved very popular. 
Successful interviewing involves creating interesting questions and 
developing good conversational skills to extend a line of questioning.  

(archive picture) 

This year Jack has arranged for the team to work alongside Eagle Radio to produce news bulletins and 
to perfect interviewing skills. We hope to arrange a timetable whereby St. Joseph’s Radio station is 
running full time with a combination of live contributions and pre-recorded interviews. A development 
this year will be going offsite to do record events and interviews in the community.  

http://www.dofe.org/en/content/cms/Doing_your_DofE/What_is_a_DofE_prog/Levels/Bronze/Bronze.aspx
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CURRICULUM NEWS  - Harvest Festival Liturgy 

On Wednesday 28th September, St. Joseph’s held its annual Harvest 
Festival in the Chapel.  
Alison, our Head Cook, made a beautiful Bread Wheatsheaf, which was 
a real labour of love, and was centre piece to our food offerings. Staff 
from both kitchen and grounds departments had been busy gathering 
many items of home grown, fresh produce from the orchard and school 
allotment. Families, governors and staff had also been invited to send in 
donations and the generosity of everyone was overwhelming.  
Angela and Dawn had received the harvest contributions in the Chapel 
prior to the celebration and the display created was beautiful. All agreed 
that this was the largest Harvest we have received.  

Key Stages 1,2 & 3  staff and learners attended the first liturgy 
celebration at 12.45pm with Key Stage 4 & 5 celebrating their liturgy at 
2.45pm, both events were joined by family members. Each class had 
created a beautifully decorated letter from the word HARVEST and 
learner’s brought them to the alter together with further donations for 
the harvest display.  Both liturgies were joyful, and were filled with 
happy singing voices. A big thank you also to our readers Mick (Sports 
and Outdoor Specialist Teacher), and to Hania (Learner), who were 
invited to read Bible reading (Matthew 6: 25-34), and bidding prayers. 
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CURRICULUM NEWS - Project Number Five 

The following day, all the food donations were 
packed up and taken to the Number Five Project, 
a Homeless Charity, based in Guildford. With the 
wonderful generosity of the learners, families, 
governors and staff, transporting the harvest 
from the chapel to the school minivan was quite 
an undertaking. This effort had to be repeated of 
course, once we arrived at the Shelter in 
Guildford. A big thankyou to all the learners and 
staff who helped during the morning, with special 
mention to Hannah, Lewis, Dominic, Angus, and 
all of Magda’s St Francis class, they all 
demonstrated very quick and efficient team work. 
In addition a big thank you for our driver, John.  

The Homeless Shelter were really 
thrilled with the amount of food we 
brought, and were also very 
especially pleased to receive fresh 
produce grown at St Josephs. In 
return the learners learnt a little more 
about how and why the shelter 
operates.  The whole enterprise from 
appealing for donations, receiving 
items, hosting the celebrations and 
seeing them put to good use at the 
shelter, was an important reminder of 
how important it is to appreciate the 
gifts we are given and  to experience 
the joy of sharing.  
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WORK EXPERIENCE - EXTERNAL PLACEMENTS 

Staff have been busy setting up external work experience placements 
for our Key Stage 4 & 5 learners.  
Tim and George have both had interviews at Sainsbury’s in Cranleigh. 
Mary, their new boss was so impressed she gave them the jobs straight 
away! Both the boys are very proud to wear the store’s uniform and, for 
each of their shifts, they wear their name badges with pride.  

Hania is doing well at Oxfam bookshop. This week, despite being a little poorly, she managed to sort 
all the children’s books and DVDs into alphabetical order, separate children’s books from teen fiction 
and then had time to spare to price and refill the cookery and gardening sections with new books. 
Here are pictures of the shelves before Hania started and afterwards when Simon her boss checks 
her great work. Her next target is to do the pricing independently. 
 
Terry continues to work at Café on the Park at Dunsfold.  He has been making sure front of house is 
clean and tidy. He has also taken responsibility for restocking shelves and vending machines. Last 
time he also prepared frozen cookies for the oven and helped cooking the pizzas. He is hoping to 
have more time cooking and using the till in the near future. His next target is to do his work without 
his back-pack on. 
 
Joel continues to work at Sayer’s Croft. The weather has mostly been kind to him so he has been 
able to collect all the hay into stacks and then place it on the trailer to be stored for the winter. 

Tim goes each Thursday in the morning and managed to fill 
his cardboard trolley twice over in his second session there. 
In fact Tim has also managed to help four customers find 
products. I wonder if you would know where to find the 
couscous?  
 
George has been good at problem solving as he has to 
decide which shelves need attention and what changes are 
required so that they look good for the customers. He has 
also been very good at remembering to sign in and out of 
the store on his shifts. Both Tim and George are working 
towards completing their roles as independently as they 
can. They have made a fantastic start. 

Joe has settled in well at Knight’s Garden Centre. He enjoys the routine of 
labelling numerous plant pots and is satisfied when he completes a task. 
He is also skilled at removing the moss that grows between the paving 
slabs around the nursery.  
Lewis is doing really well at Rainbow’s End Pre School. The staff look 
forward to seeing him, as do the children. He helps the children with their 
learning by asking them questions as they play at the sandpit. This year 
he has had the task of learning all the names of the new intake of pupils 
so he can find them for snack time. He has also been helping Green 
Group with Harvest paintings and baking bread for their celebratory 
Harvest meal.  
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Enterprise Gifts - Huge Thank You!!!  

Lizzie Astill is a TA who supports many of our 
Key Stage 5 learners. Lizzie’s mother has been a 
card maker for most of her life and over the years 
she has built up a huge reservoir of card making 
resources. This includes card stock, paints, 
glitters, adhesive decorations, attractive and 
unusual types of paper, buttons, ribbons and all 
things glittery.  

Recently, Lizzie’s mum began to declutter her home and the Card and Bag 
Enterprise group have been the very lucky and grateful recipients of a bounty 
of card making items including a six drawer chest, filled with lovely materials. 
We would also like to thank Philippa Gallagher’s daughter who generously 
donated card resources to the Enterprise Group. We will now be even more 
creative as the learners make cards for each and every occasion. 
We have nearly finished an order for 120 Christmas cards and are about to 
embark on an order for 40 mixed occasion cards. Keep checking the reception 
desk where we add new designs to. 

Beechwood farm is a small farm in West Sussex, owned by Helen Van-
Mol our PSHE teacher. Beechwood farm has had a long association 
with St Joseph`s providing weekly work experience and regular farm 
visits for interested learners since 2008.The farm hosts a wide variety of 
farm animals as well as an array of domestic ones including a rabbit, 
tortoises, fish, cats and dogs.  
There is always a warm welcome at the farm and learners are invited to 
feed the sheep, horses and pigs and enjoy woodland walks. Collecting 
eggs from our flock of very generous chickens and bottle feeding the 
lambs are always very popular with both staff and learners. These are 
just a couple of the tasks undertaken by learners on work experience; 
whose programme will incorporate the opportunity to appreciate all 
aspects of animal husbandry whilst they are on work experience.  
Whether on a one day visit or a programme of work experience, learners 
can expect to enjoy a real hands on experience with feeding, watering, 
mucking out and bedding up, sheep shearing and even vaccinating and 
worming animals. Visitors may also be asked to do practical tasks such 
as putting up the electric fence, cleaning out water troughs, apple 
picking, moving hay and straw and keeping the yard tidy. 
Learners gain a sense of responsibility and independence, learning how 
to work as a team, developing an appreciation of the outdoors, an 
awareness of health and safety and a sense of wellbeing.    
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

PUZZLE CORNER 

Boggle is a brilliant word 
game where you connect 
the letters to form words.  
 

The only rule is that you 
can’t use the same letter 
twice.   
No naughty words either!  
 

Learners can make two 
letter words but adults have 
to make four letter words in 
order to count.   

Boggle 

Send your words to Lauren Robins on: 
lrobins@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk for a chance 
to win some lovely prizes! 
Closing Date  - Friday 9th December 2016  
Winners to be announced in Newsletter issued on - 
Friday 21st December 2016 

 

 

f s u 

b h a 

s a e 

m c d 

Coffee Morning - Wednesday 19th October  

The next coffee morning, Wednesday 19th October from 10.30-12noon will be an opportunity to 
meet with 2 new members of staff.  
 

Liz Yeo - family.link@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk 

As the Family Link Worker, Liz’s role is to support the important link between home and school by 
providing early intervention, signposting and offering support and guidance in times of change and 
stress. 

Angela Prince - aprince@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk  

As the school Chaplain, Angela offers pastoral support which is inclusive to all. If you would like to 
be visited at home by both of us, or individually then please contact Liz Yeo or Angela Prince on the 
school telephone number 01483 272449 or email. 

We will be hosting our Autumn Grounds Day on Saturday 12th November. This is a great 
opportunity for families and friends to join our learners, staff and our community gardeners as we 
harvest some of our own crops and to tidy, weed and prune many of our wonderful organic learning 
structures.  
The next newsletter will set out more clearly the projects for this years event, although wellies and 
warm clothing will be essential. As always, please let the main office know that you will be attending 
and of course, we will ensure that Alison and her team have prepared enough hearty soup and 
bread to feed all the workers.   

Grounds Day - Saturday 12th November 

mailto:family.link@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:aprince@st-josephscranleigh.surrey.sch.uk
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Occupational Therapy  

THERAPY NEWS 

Makaton  
Signs  
of the  
Week 

Speech & Language - APP OF THE WEEK 

 Creative Montessori - Nature Autumn  
 123 Kids Fun By RosMedia  
 
Free App 
 

This autumn you can get creative using this Montessori app! Why not 
have a go at creating you own pictures using an array of leaves, petals, 
twigs, and seeds that you can find outside.  

Recipes for Tactile Play 
 
Bubble Mixture  Mix 1/4 cup washing up liquid with 1/2 cup water and 1 tsp sugar.   Add a few 
   drops of food colour if desired.   Use straws to blow into the water.   (No sucking) 
 
Salt Dough   Mix 2 cups flour, 1 cup salt and 1 cup cold water (food colouring optional for 

colour) Knead mixture until it forms smooth dough.   Add more flour or  coloured 
water to reach desired consistency.  Dries well in the air.    

 
Magic Mud   Mix cornstarch with a little water and food colour.   Do not worry if it does not 

stay together.   Let children run their cars through the 'mud'   When dry, it 
vacuums up. 

 
Drizzle Goo Mix 1 cup flour with 1/4 cup sugar, 1/4 cup salt and 3/4 cup water with food 

colour.   Place in a squeeze bottle.  Great for tactile letters for name cards.   Let it 
dry flat overnight.  
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The next newsletter will be published on Friday 21st October 2016. 

Dates for your diary 

OCTOBER  

w/b Monday 17th  Arts Week 

Wednesday 19th  
1) 10.30 - 12.45 Family Coffee Morning  

Theme - “Meet the new Family Link Worker” 

 

2)      Our Lady Liturgy & Procession  

Key Stage 1/2/3: 12.45 - 1.15pm  

Key Stage 4/5: 2.45 - 3.15pm 

Friday 21st  Arts Week Celebration Day including Oscar Ceremony 

Friday 21st  Last day of term - Learners finish 1pm 

NOVEMBER  

Wednesday 2nd 1)     10.15 - 10.30am Learners return to School 

 2)     Roast Dinner Day 

Friday 4th  Key Stage 1/2/3 - Farm to Fork Workshop 

Friday 11th  11am - 1 minute silence 

Saturday 12th  10 - 12.30pm: Grounds Day 

15th/16th Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Urban City Expedition  

Wednesday 16th  10.30 - 12noon Family Coffee Morning  

Friday 18th  1)     Children in Need - Spotacular Day 

 2)     Learner Takeover Day 2016 

Wednesday 23rd  Mass to close The Year of Mercy - time tbc 

Wednesday 30th  

Advent & Christingle Celebration  

Key Stage 1/2/3: 12.45 - 1.15pm  

Key Stage 4/5: 2.45 - 3.15pm 

DECEMBER  

Friday 2nd  Christmas Fair 10 -11.30am  

Tuesday 13th  Christmas Lunch and Disco  

Friday 16th  Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 2016 

Tuesday 20th  2pm & 7pm Carol Service and Nativity (All Key Stages) 

Wednesday 21st  Last day of term - Learners finish 1pm 


